§39.5

Subpart B—Grant Requirements
and Procedures

§39.5 General
grant.

(@) In order to qualify for a grant, a
State veterans’ cemetery must be oper-
ated solely for the interment of vet-
erans, their spouses, surviving spouses,
minor children, and unmarried adult
children who were physically or men-
tally disabled and incapable of self-sup-
port.

(b) For a State to obtain a grant
under this part for the establishment,
expansion, or improvement of a State
veterans’ cemetery:

(1) Its preapplication for the grant
must be approved under §39.6;

(2) Its project must be ranked suffi-
ciently high on the priority list in §39.7
for the current fiscal year so that funds
are available for the project;

(3) Its plans and specifications for the
project must be approved under §39.8;

(4) The State must meet the applica-
tion requirements in §39.10; and

(5) Other requirements specified in
§§39.9 and 39.13 must be satisfied.

(c) VA may approve under §39.11 any
application up to the amount of the
grant requested once the requirements
under paragraph (b) of this section
have been satisfied, provided that suffi-
cient funds are available. In deter-
mining whether sufficient funds are
available, VA shall consider the
project’s priority ranking, the total
amount of funds available for cemetery
grant awards during the applicable fis-
cal year, and the prospects of higher
ranking projects being ready for the
award of a grant before the end of the
applicable fiscal year.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 2408.)

requirements for a

§39.6 Preapplication requirements.

(a) A State seeking a grant for the
establishment, expansion, or improve-
ment of a veterans’ cemetery must sub-
mit a preapplication if the State seeks
more than $100,000.

(b) No detailed drawings, plans, or
specifications are required with the
preapplication. As a part of the
preapplication, the State must submit
each of the following:
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(1) Standard Form 424 (“Face Sheet”)
and Standard Form 424C (“Budget In-
formation”) signed by the authorized
representative of the State. These
forms document the amount of the
grant requested, which may not exceed
100 percent of the estimated cost of the
project to be funded with the grant.

(2) A program narrative describing
the objectives of the project, the need
for a grant, the method of accomplish-
ment, the projected interment rate,
and the results or benefits expected to
be obtained from the assistance re-
quested.

(3) If a site has been selected, a de-
scription of the geographic location of
the project (i.e., a map showing the lo-
cation of the project and all appro-
priate geographic boundaries, and any
other supporting documentation, as
needed).

(4) A design concept describing the
major features of the project including
the number and types of gravesites,
such as columbarium niches.

(5) Any comments or recommenda-
tions made by the State’s “Single Point
of Contact” reviewing agency.

(c) In addition, the State must sub-
mit written assurance that:

(1) Any cemetery established, ex-
panded, or improved through a grant
will be used exclusively for the inter-
ment of eligible persons as set forth in
§39.5(a).

(2) Title to the site is or will be vest-
ed solely in the State.

(3) It possesses legal authority to
apply for the grant, and to finance and
construct the proposed facilities; i.e.,
legislation or similar action has been
duly adopted or passed as an official
act of the applicant’s governing body,
authorizing the filing of the applica-
tion, including all understandings and
assurances contained therein, and di-
recting and authorizing the person
identified as the official representative
of the State to act in connection with
the application and to provide such ad-
ditional information as may be re-
quired.

(4) Any cemetery established, ex-
panded, or improved through a grant
will be maintained and operated in ac-
cordance with the operational stand-
ards and measures of the National
Cemetery Administration.
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