Environmental Protection Agency

Subpart L—Disinfectant Residuals,
Disinfection Byproducts, and
Disinfection Byproduct Precur-
sors

§141.130 General requirements.

(a) The requirements of this subpart
L constitute national primary drinking
water regulations.

(1) The regulations in this subpart es-
tablish criteria under which commu-
nity water systems (CWSs) and non-
transient, noncommunity water sys-
tems (NTNCWSs) which add a chemical
disinfectant to the water in any part of
the drinking water treatment process
must modify their practices to meet
MCLs and MRDLs in §§141.64 and 141.65,
respectively, and must meet the treat-
ment technique requirements for dis-
infection byproduct precursors in
§141.135.

(2) The regulations in this subpart es-
tablish criteria under which transient
NCWSs that use chlorine dioxide as a
disinfectant or oxidant must modify
their practices to meet the MRDL for
chlorine dioxide in §141.65.

(3) EPA has established MCLs for
TTHM and HAAbL and treatment tech-
nique requirements for disinfection by-
product precursors to limit the levels
of known and unknown disinfection by-
products which may have adverse
health effects. These disinfection by-
products may include chloroform;
bromodichloromethane;
dibromochloromethane; bromoform;
dichloroacetic acid; and trichloroacetic
acid.

(b) Compliance dates. (1) CWSs and
NTNCWSs. Unless otherwise noted, sys-
tems must comply with the require-
ments of this subpart as follows. Sub-
part H systems serving 10,000 or more
persons must comply with this subpart
beginning January 1, 2002. Subpart H
systems serving fewer than 10,000 per-
sons and systems using only ground
water not under the direct influence of
surface water must comply with this
subpart beginning January 1, 2004.

(2) Transient NCWSs. Subpart H sys-
tems serving 10,000 or more persons and
using chlorine dioxide as a disinfectant
or oxidant must comply with any re-
quirements for chlorine dioxide in this
subpart beginning January 1, 2002. Sub-
part H systems serving fewer than
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10,000 persons and using chlorine diox-
ide as a disinfectant or oxidant and
systems using only ground water not
under the direct influence of surface
water and using chlorine dioxide as a
disinfectant or oxidant must comply
with any requirements for chlorine di-
oxide in this subpart beginning Janu-
ary 1, 2004.

(c) Each CWS and NTNCWS regulated
under paragraph (a) of this section
must be operated by qualified per-
sonnel who meet the requirements
specified by the State and are included
in a State register of qualified opera-
tors.

(d) Control of disinfectant residuals.
Notwithstanding the MRDLs in §141.65,
systems may increase residual dis-
infectant levels in the distribution sys-
tem of chlorine or chloramines (but not
chlorine dioxide) to a level and for a
time necessary to protect public
health, to address specific micro-
biological contamination problems
caused by circumstances such as, but
not limited to, distribution line breaks,
storm run-off events, source water con-
tamination events, or cross-connection
events.

[63 FR 69466, Dec. 16, 1998, as amended at 66
FR 3776, Jan. 16, 2001]

§141.131 Analytical requirements.

(a) General. (1) Systems must use
only the analytical method(s) specified
in this section, or otherwise approved
by EPA for monitoring under this sub-
part, to demonstrate compliance with
the requirements of this subpart. These
methods are effective for compliance
monitoring February 16, 1999.

(2) The following documents are in-
corporated by reference. The Director
of the Federal Register approves this
incorporation by reference in accord-
ance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR
part 5l. Copies may be inspected at
EPA’s Drinking Water Docket, 401 M
St., SW., Washington, DC 20460, or at
the National Archives and Records Ad-
ministration (NARA). For information
on the availability of this material at
NARA, call 202-741-6030, or go to: http:/
www.archives.gov/federal register/
code of federal regulations/
ibr _locations.html. EPA Method 552.1 is
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