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period, EPA will reimburse the appli-
cant for allowable costs incurred from 
the beginning of the budget period, pro-
vided that such costs are contained in 
the approved application and that the 
application was submitted before the 
expiration of the prior budget period. 

(a) Approval. The Regional Adminis-
trator will approve the application 
only if it satisfies the requirements of 
CWA section 320; the terms, conditions, 
and limitations of this subpart; and the 
applicable provisions of 40 CFR parts 
30, 31, and other EPA assistance regula-
tions. The Regional Administrator 
must also determine that the proposed 
outputs are consistent with EPA guid-
ance or otherwise demonstrated to be 
necessary and appropriate; and that 
achievement of the proposed outputs is 
feasible, considering the applicant’s 
past performance, program authority, 
organization, resources, and proce-
dures. 

(b) Conditional approval. The Regional 
Administrator may conditionally ap-
prove the application after consulting 
with the applicant if only minor 
changes are required. The award will 
include the conditions the applicant 
must meet to secure final approval and 
the date by which those conditions 
must be met. 

(c) Disapproval. If the application 
cannot be approved or conditionally 
approved, the Regional Administrator 
will negotiate with the applicant to 
change the output commitments, re-
duce the assistance amount, or make 
any other changes necessary for ap-
proval. If negotiation fails, the Re-
gional Administrator will disapprove 
the application in writing. 

§ 35.9050 Assistance amount. 
(a) Determining the assistant amount. 

In determining the amount of assist-
ance to an applicant, the Regional Ad-
ministrator will consider the Manage-
ment Conference planning target, the 
extent to which the applicant’s Work 
Program is consistent with EPA guid-
ance, and the anticipated cost of the 
applicant’s program relative to the 
proposed outputs. 

(b) Reduction of assistance amount. If 
the Regional Administrator determines 
that the proposed outputs do not jus-
tify the level of funding requested, he 

will reduce the assistance amount. If 
the evaluation indicates that the pro-
posed outputs are not consistent with 
the priorities contained in EPA guid-
ance, the Regional Administrator may 
reduce the assistance amount. 

§ 35.9055 Evaluation of recipient per-
formance. 

The Regional Administrator will 
oversee each recipient’s performance 
under an assistance agreement. In con-
sultation with the applicant, the Re-
gional Administrator will develop a 
process for evaluating the recipient’s 
performance. The Regional Adminis-
trator will include the schedule for 
evaluation in the assistance agreement 
and will evaluate recipient perform-
ance and progress toward completing 
the outputs in the approved work pro-
gram according to the schedule. The 
Regional Administrator will provide 
the evaluation findings to the recipient 
and will include these findings in the 
official assistance file. If the evalua-
tion reveals that the recipient is not 
achieving one or more of the conditions 
of the assistance agreement, the Re-
gional Administrator will attempt to 
resolve the situation through negotia-
tion. If agreement is not reached, the 
Regional Administrator may impose 
sanctions under the applicable provi-
sions of 40 CFR part 30 or 31. 

§ 35.9060 Maximum Federal share. 
The Regional Administrator may 

provide up to 100 percent of the ap-
proved work program costs for a par-
ticular application provided that non- 
Federal sources provide at least 25 per-
cent of the aggregate costs of research, 
surveys, studies, modeling, and other 
technical work necessary for the devel-
opment of a comprehensive conserva-
tion and management plan for the es-
tuary as specified in the estuary An-
nual Work Plan for each fiscal year. 

§ 35.9065 Limitations. 
(a) Management conferences. The Re-

gional Administrator will not award 
funds pursuant to CWA section 320(g) 
to any applicant unless and until the 
scope of work and overall budget have 
been approved by the Management 
Conference of the estuary for which the 
work is proposed. 
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