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expected to require more than 1 year to 
complete, the grantee must submit a 
brief progress report to the Regional 
Administrator at 3-month intervals. 
The progress report shall contain a 
minimum of narrative description, and 
shall describe progress in completing 
the approved schedule of specific tasks 
for the project. 

§ 35.917–4 Planning scope and detail. 

(a) Initially, the geographic scope of 
step 1 grant assistance shall be based 
on the area delineated by the State 
under § 35.917–2, subject to the Regional 
Administrator’s review. The Regional 
Administrator may make the prelimi-
nary delineation of the boundaries of 
the planning area, if the State has not 
done so, or may revise boundaries se-
lected by the locality or State agency, 
after appropriate consultation with 
State and local officials. 

(b) Facilities planning shall be con-
ducted only to the extent that the Re-
gional Administrator finds necessary 
in order to insure that facilities for 
which grants are awarded will be cost- 
effective and environmentally sound 
and to permit reasonable evaluation of 
grant applications and subsequent 
preparation of designs, construction 
drawings, and specifications. 

§ 35.917–5 Public participation. 

(a) General. Consistent with section 
101(e) of the Clean Water Act and 40 
CFR part 25, EPA, the States, and 
grantees shall provide for, encourage, 
and assist public participation in the 
facilities planning process and shall 
provide citizens with information 
about and opportunities to become in-
volved in the following: 

(1) The assessment of local water 
quality problems and needs; 

(2) The identification and evaluation 
of locations for waste water treatment 
facilities and of alternative treatment 
technologies and systems including 
those which recycle and reuse waste 
water (including sludge), use land 
treatment, reduce waste water volume, 
and encourage multiple use of facili-
ties; 

(3) The evaluation of social, eco-
nomic, fiscal, and environmental im-
pacts; and 

(4) The resolution of other significant 
facilities planning issues and decisions. 

(b) Basic Public Participation Program. 
Since waste water treatment facilities 
vary in complexity and impact upon 
the community, these public participa-
tion requirements institute a two-tier 
public participation program for facili-
ties planning consisting of a Basic Pub-
lic Participation Program, suitable for 
less complex projects with only mod-
erate community impacts, and a Full- 
Scale Public Participation Program, 
for more complex projects with poten-
tially significant community impacts. 
All facilities planning projects, except 
those that qualify for the Full-Scale 
Public Participation Program under 
paragraph (c) of this section and those 
exempt under paragraph (d) of this sec-
tion, require the Basic Public Partici-
pation Program. In conducting the 
Basic Public Participation Program, 
the grantee shall at a minimum: 

(1) Institute, and maintain through-
out the facilities planning process, a 
public information program (including 
the development and use of a mailing 
list of interested and affected members 
of the public), in accordance with 40 
CFR 25.4 and § 35.917–5(a). 

(2) Notify and consult with the pub-
lic, during the preparation of the plan 
of study, about the nature and scope of 
the proposed facilities planning 
project. EPA encourages the grantee to 
consult with the public in the selection 
of the professional consulting engineer. 

(3) Include in the plan of study, sub-
mitted with the Step 1 grant applica-
tion, a brief outline of the public par-
ticipation program, noting the pro-
jected staff and budget resources which 
will be devoted to public participation, 
a proposed schedule for public partici-
pation activities, the types of consulta-
tion and informational mechanisms 
that will be used, and the segments of 
the public that the grantee has tar-
geted for involvement. 

(4) Submit to EPA, within 45 days 
after the date of acceptance of the Step 
1 grant award, a brief Public Participa-
tion Work Plan. In addition to meeting 
the requirements of 40 CFR 25.11, the 
Work Plan shall describe the method of 
coordination between the appropriate 
Water Quality Management public par-
ticipation program under subpart G of 
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