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Environmental Protection Agency § 63.981 

Subpart SS—National Emission 
Standards for Closed Vent 
Systems, Control Devices, Re-
covery Devices and Routing 
to a Fuel Gas System or a 
Process 

SOURCE: 64 FR 34866, June 29, 1999, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 63.980 Applicability. 
The provisions of this subpart in-

clude requirements for closed vent sys-
tems, control devices and routing of air 
emissions to a fuel gas system or proc-
ess. These provisions apply when an-
other subpart references the use of this 
subpart for such air emission control. 
These air emission standards are 
placed here for administrative conven-
ience and only apply to those owners 
and operators of facilities subject to a 
referencing subpart. The provisions of 
40 CFR part 63, subpart A (General Pro-
visions) do not apply to this subpart 
except as specified in a referencing sub-
part. 

§ 63.981 Definitions. 
Alternative test method means any 

method of sampling and analyzing for 
an air pollutant that is not a reference 
test or equivalent method, and that 
has been demonstrated to the Adminis-
trator’s satisfaction, using Method 301 
in appendix A of this part 63, or pre-
viously approved by the Administrator 
prior to the promulgation date of 
standards for an affected source or af-
fected facility under a referencing sub-
part, to produce results adequate for 
the Administrator’s determination 
that it may be used in place of a test 
method specified in this subpart. 

Boiler means any enclosed combus-
tion device that extracts useful energy 
in the form of steam and is not an in-
cinerator or a process heater. 

By compound means by individual 
stream components, not carbon equiva-
lents. 

Closed vent system means a system 
that is not open to the atmosphere and 
is composed of piping, ductwork, con-
nections, and, if necessary, flow induc-
ing devices that transport gas or vapor 
from an emission point to a control de-
vice. Closed vent system does not in-

clude the vapor collection system that 
is part of any tank truck or railcar. 

Closed vent system shutdown means a 
work practice or operational procedure 
that stops production from a process 
unit or part of a process unit during 
which it is technically feasible to clear 
process material from a closed vent 
system or part of a closed vent system 
consistent with safety constraints and 
during which repairs can be effected. 
An unscheduled work practice or oper-
ational procedure that stops produc-
tion from a process unit or part of a 
process unit for less than 24 hours is 
not a closed vent system shutdown. An 
unscheduled work practice or oper-
ational procedure that would stop pro-
duction from a process unit or part of 
a process unit for a shorter period of 
time than would be required to clear 
the closed vent system or part of the 
closed vent system of materials and 
start up the unit, and would result in 
greater emissions than delay of repair 
of leaking components until the next 
scheduled closed vent system shut-
down, is not a closed vent system shut-
down. The use of spare equipment and 
technically feasible bypassing of equip-
ment without stopping production are 
not closed vent system shutdowns. 

Combustion device means an indi-
vidual unit of equipment, such as a 
flare, incinerator, process heater, or 
boiler, used for the combustion of or-
ganic emissions. 

Continuous parameter monitoring sys-
tem (CPMS) means the total equipment 
that may be required to meet the data 
acquisition and availability require-
ments of this part, used to sample, con-
dition (if applicable), analyze, and pro-
vide a record of process or control sys-
tem parameters. 

Continuous record means documenta-
tion, either in hard copy or computer 
readable form, of data values measured 
at least once every 15 minutes and re-
corded at the frequency specified in 
§ 63.998(b). 

Control device means, with the excep-
tions noted below, a combustion de-
vice, recovery device, recapture device, 
or any combination of these devices 
used to comply with this subpart or a 
referencing subpart. For process vents 
from continuous unit operations at af-
fected sources in subcategories where 
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