§ 105-62.201

(d) Access to material in NARS custody.
The Archivist of the United States pre-
pares procedures governing access to
materials transferred to NARS cus-
tody. These procedures are issued by
the Administrator of General Services
in 41 CFR part 105-61.

(e) Access by the General Accounting
Office and congressional committees.
Classified information may be released
to the General Accounting Office
(GAO) and congressional committees
when specifically authorized by the
GSA Security Officer except as other-
wise provided by law.

Subpart 105-62.2—Declassification
and Downgrading

§105-62.201 Declassification
downgrading.

(a) Authority to downgrade and declas-
sify. The authority to downgrade and
declassify national security informa-
tion or material shall be exercised as
follows:

(1) Information or material may be
downgraded or declassified by the GSA
official authorizing the original classi-
fication, by a successor in capacity, by
a supervisory official of either, or by
the Information Security Oversight
Committee on appeal.

(2) Downgrading and declassification
authority may also be exercised by an
official specifically authorized by the
Administrator.

(3) In the case of classified informa-
tion or material officially transferred
to GSA by or under statute or Execu-
tive order in conjunction with a trans-
fer of functions and not merely for
storage purposes, GSA shall be deemed
the originating agency for all purposes
under these procedures including down-
grading and declassification.

(4) In the case of classified informa-
tion or material held in GSA not offi-
cially transferred under paragraph
(a)(3) of this section but originated in
an agency which has since ceased to
exist, GSA is deemed the originating
agency. Such information or material
may be downgraded and declassified 30
calendar days after consulting with
any other agencies having an interest
in the subject matter.

(5) Classified information or material
under the final declassification juris-
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diction of GSA which has been trans-
ferred to NARS for accession into the
Archives of the United States may be
downgraded and declassified by the Ar-
chivist of the United States in accord-
ance with Executive Order 12065, direc-
tives of the Information Security Over-
sight Office, and the systematic review
guidelines issued by the Administrator
of General Services.

(6) It is presumed that information
which continues to meet classification
requirements requires continued pro-
tection. In some cases, however, the
need to protect such information may
be outweighed by the public interest in
disclosure of the information, and in
these cases the information should be
declassified. When such questions arise
they shall be referred to the Adminis-
trator, the Director of the Information
Security Oversight Office, or in accord-
ance with the procedures for manda-
tory review described in §105-62.202(b).

(b) Declassification. Declassification
of information shall be given emphasis
comparable to that acccorded classi-
fication. Information classified under
Executive Order 12065 and prior orders
shall be declassified as early as na-
tional security considerations permit.
Decisions concerning declassification
shall be based on the loss of sensitivity
of the information with the passage of
time or on the occurrence of an event
which permits declassification. When
information 1is reviewed for declas-
sification it shall be declassified unless
the declassification authority estab-
lished in §105-62.202 determines that
the information continues to meet the
classification requirements prescribed
despite the passage of time.

(c) Downgrading. Classified informa-
tion that is marked for automatic
downgrading is downgraded accord-
ingly without notification to holders.
Classified information that is not
marked for automatic downgrading
may be assigned a lower classification
designation by the originator or by an

official authorized to declassify the
same information. Notice of down-
grading shall be provided to known

holders of the information.
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