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§ 302–17.1 Authority. 

Payment of a relocation income tax 
(RIT) allowance is authorized to reim-
burse eligible transferred employees 
for substantially all of the additional 
Federal, State, and local income taxes 
incurred by the employee, or by the 
employee and spouse if a joint tax re-
turn is filed, as a result of certain trav-
el and transportation expense and relo-
cation allowances which are furnished 
in kind, or for which reimbursement or 
an allowance is provided by the Gov-
ernment. Payment of the RIT allow-
ance also is authorized for income 
taxes paid to the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, and the U.S. 
possessions in accordance with a deci-
sion of the Comptroller General of the 
United States (67 Comp. Gen. 135 
(1987)). The RIT allowance shall be cal-
culated and paid as provided in this 
part. 

§ 302–17.2 Coverage. 

(a) Eligible employees. Payment of a 
RIT allowance is authorized for em-
ployees transferred on or after Novem-
ber 14, 1983, in the interest of the Gov-
ernment from one official station to 
another for permanent duty. The effec-
tive date of an employee’s transfer is 
the date the employee reports for duty 
at the new official station as provided 
in part 300.3 of this title. 

(b) Individuals not covered. The provi-
sions of this part are not applicable to 
the following individuals or employees: 

(1) New appointees; 
(2) Employees assigned under the 

Government Employees Training Act 
(see 5 U.S.C. 4109); or 

(3) Employees returning from over-
seas assignments for the purpose of 
separation. 

§ 302–17.3 Types of moving expenses or 
allowances covered and general 
limitations. 

The RIT allowance is limited by law 
as to the types of moving expenses that 
can be covered. The law authorizes re-
imbursement of additional income 
taxes resulting from certain moving 
expenses furnished in kind or for which 
reimbursement or an allowance is pro-
vided to the transferred employee by 
the Government. However, such mov-
ing expenses are covered by the RIT al-
lowance only to the extent that they 
are actually paid or incurred, and are 
not allowable as a moving expense de-
duction for tax purposes. The types of 
expenses or allowances listed in para-
graphs (a) through (i) of this section, 
are covered by the RIT allowance with-
in the limitations discussed. 

(a) En route travel. Travel (including 
per diem) and transportation expenses 
of the transferred employee and imme-
diate family for en route travel from 
the old official station to the new offi-
cial station. (See part 302–4 of this 
chapter.) 

(b) Household goods shipment. Trans-
portation (including temporary stor-
age) expenses for movement of house-
hold goods from the old official station 
to the new official station. (See part 
302–7 of this chapter.) 

(c) Extended storage expenses. Allow-
able expenses for extended storage of 
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household goods belonging to an em-
ployee transferred on or after Novem-
ber 14, 1983, through October 11, 1984, to 
an isolated location in the continental 
United States. (See part 302–8, of this 
chapter extended storage expenses are 
not covered by the RIT allowance for 
transfers on or after October 12, 1984.) 
(See § 302–17.4(c) of this chapter.) 

(d) Mobile home movement. Expenses 
for the movement of a mobile home for 
use as a residence when movement is 
authorized instead of shipment and 
temporary storage of household goods. 
(See part 302–10 of this chapter.) 

(e) Househunting trip. Travel (includ-
ing per diem) and transportation ex-
penses of the employee and spouse for 
one round trip to the new official sta-
tion to seek permanent residence quar-
ters. (See part 302–5 of this chapter.) 

(f) Temporary quarters. Subsistence 
expenses of the employee and imme-
diate family during occupancy of tem-
porary quarters. (See part 302–6 of this 
chapter.) 

(g) Real estate expenses. Allowable ex-
penses for the sale of the residence (or 
expenses of settlement of an unexpired 
lease) at the old official station and for 
purchase of a home at the new official 
station for which reimbursement is re-
ceived by the employee. (See part 302– 
11 of this chapter.) 

(h) Miscellaneous expense allowance. A 
miscellaneous expense allowance for 
the purpose of defraying certain ex-
penses associated with discontinuing a 
residence at one location and estab-
lishing a residence at the new location 
in connection with an authorized or ap-
proved permanent change of station. 
(See part 302–16 of this chapter.) 

(i) Relocation services. Payments, or 
portions thereof, made to a relocation 
service company for services provided 
to a transferred employee (see part 302– 
12 of this chapter), subject to the con-
ditions stated in this paragraph and 
within the general limitations of this 
section applicable to other covered ex-
penses. 

(1) For employees transferred on or after 
November 14, 1983, through October 11, 
1984. The amount of a broker’s fee or 
real estate commission, or other real 
estate sales transaction expenses which 
normally are reimbursable to the em-
ployee under § 302–11.200 of this chapter, 

but have been paid by a relocation 
service company incident to an as-
signed sale from the employee, pro-
vided that such payments constitute 
income to the employee. For the pur-
poses of this regulation, an assigned 
sale occurs when an employee obtains a 
binding agreement for the sale of his/ 
her residence and assigns the inherent 
rights and obligations of that agree-
ment to a relocation company that is 
providing services under contract with 
the employing agency. For example, if 
the employee incurs an obligation to 
pay a specified broker’s fee or real es-
tate commission under the terms of the 
sales agreement, this obligation along 
with the sales agreement is assigned to 
the relocation company and may, upon 
payment of the obligation by the relo-
cation company, constitute income to 
the employee. (See § 302–12.7 of this 
chapter entitled ‘‘Income tax con-
sequences of using relocation compa-
nies.’’) 

(2) For employees transferred on or after 
October 12, 1984. Expenses paid by a re-
location company providing relocation 
services to the transferred employee 
pursuant to a contract with the em-
ploying agency to the extent such pay-
ments constitute income to the em-
ployee. (See § 302–12.7 of this chapter.) 

NOTE: See reference shown in parentheses 
for reimbursement provisions for each allow-
ance listed in paragraphs (a) through (i) of 
this section. See section 217 of the Internal 
Revenue Code (IRC) and Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS) Publication 521 entitled ‘‘Mov-
ing Expenses’’ and appropriate State and 
local tax authority publications for addi-
tional information on the taxability of mov-
ing expense reimbursements and the allow-
able tax deductions for moving expenses. 

§ 302–17.4 Exclusions from coverage. 
The provisions of this part are not 

applicable to the following: 
(a) Any tax liability that may result 

from payments by the Government to 
relocation companies on behalf of em-
ployees transferred on or after Novem-
ber 14, 1983, through October 11, 1984, 
other than the payments for those ex-
penses specified in § 302–17.3(i)(1). 

(b) Any tax liability incurred for 
local income taxes other than city in-
come tax as a result of moving expense 
reimbursements for employees trans-
ferred on or after November 14, 1983, 
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