
105 

Office of Federal Contract Compliance Programs § 60–1.26 

§ 60–1.26 Enforcement proceedings. 

(a) General. (1) Violations of the 
Order, the equal opportunity clause, 
the regulations in this chapter, or ap-
plicable construction industry equal 
employment opportunity requirements, 
may result in the institution of admin-
istrative or judicial enforcement pro-
ceedings. Violations may be found 
based upon, inter alia, any of the fol-
lowing: 

(i) The results of a complaint inves-
tigation; 

(ii) The results of a compliance eval-
uation; 

(iii) Analysis of an affirmative action 
program; 

(iv) The results of an on-site review 
of the contractor’s compliance with the 
Order and its implementing regula-
tions; 

(v) A contractor’s refusal to submit 
an affirmative action program; 

(vi) A contractor’s refusal to allow an 
on-site compliance evaluation to be 
conducted; 

(vii) A contractor’s refusal to provide 
data for off-site review or analysis as 
required by the regulations in this 
chapter; 

(viii) A contractor’s refusal to estab-
lish, maintain and supply records or 
other information as required by the 
regulations in this chapter or applica-
ble construction industry require-
ments; 

(ix) A contractor’s alteration or fal-
sification of records and information 
required to be maintained by the regu-
lations in this chapter; or 

(x) Any substantial or material viola-
tion or the threat of a substantial or 
material violation of the contractural 
provisions of the Order, or of the rules 
or regulations in this chapter. 

(2) OFCCP may seek back pay and 
other make whole relief for victims of 
discrimination identified during a com-
plaint investigation or compliance 
evaluation. Such individuals need not 
have filed a complaint as a prerequisite 
to OFCCP seeking such relief on their 
behalf. Interest on back pay shall be 
calculated from the date of the loss and 
compounded quarterly at the percent-
age rate established by the Internal 
Revenue Service for the under-payment 
of taxes. 

(b) Administrative enforcement. (1) 
OFCCP may refer matters to the Solic-
itor of Labor with a recommendation 
for the institution of administrative 
enforcement proceedings, which may 
be brought to enjoin violations, to seek 
appropriate relief, and to impose ap-
propriate sanctions. The referral may 
be made when violations have not been 
corrected in accordance with the con-
ciliation procedures in this chapter, or 
when OFCCP determines that referral 
for consideration of formal enforce-
ment (rather than settlement) is appro-
priate. However, if a contractor refuses 
to submit an affirmative action pro-
gram, or refuses to supply records or 
other requested information, or refuses 
to allow OFCCP access to its premises 
for an on-site review, and if concilia-
tion efforts under this chapter are un-
successful, OFCCP may immediately 
refer the matter to the Solicitor, not-
withstanding other requirements of 
this chapter. 

(2) Administrative enforcement pro-
ceedings shall be conducted under the 
control and supervision of the Solicitor 
of Labor and under the Rules of Prac-
tice for Administrative Proceedings to 
Enforce Equal Opportunity under Exec-
utive Order 11246 contained in part 60– 
30 of this chapter and the Rules of Evi-
dence set out in the Rules of Practice 
and Procedure for Administrative 
Hearings Before the Office of Adminis-
trative Law Judges contained in 29 
CFR part 18, subpart B: Provided, That 
a Final Administrative Order shall be 
issued within on year from the date of 
the issuance of the recommended find-
ings, conclusions and decision of the 
Administrative Law Judge, or the sub-
mission of any exceptions and re-
sponses to exceptions to such decision 
(if any), whichever is later. 

(c) Referrals to the Department of Jus-
tice. (1) The Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary may refer matters to the De-
partment of Justice with a rec-
ommendation for the institution of ju-
dicial enforcement proceedings. There 
are no procedural prerequisites to a re-
ferral to the Department of Justice. 
Such referrals may be accomplished 
without proceeding through the concil-
iation procedures in this chapter, and a 
referral may be made at any stage in 
the procedures under this chapter. 
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(2) Whenever a matter has been re-
ferred to the Department of Justice for 
consideration of judicial enforcement, 
the Attorney General may bring a civil 
action in the appropriate district court 
of the United States requesting a tem-
porary restraining order, preliminary 
or permanent injunction (including re-
lief against noncontractors, including 
labor unions, who seek to thwart the 
implementation of the Order and regu-
lations), and an order for such addi-
tional sanctions or relief, including 
back pay, deemed necessary or appro-
priate to ensure the full enjoyment of 
the rights secured by the Order, or any 
of the above in this paragraph (c)(2). 

(3) The Attorney General is author-
ized to conduct such investigation of 
the facts as he/she deem necessary or 
appropriate to carry out his/her respon-
sibilities under the regulations in this 
chapter. 

(4) Prior to the institution of any ju-
dicial proceedings, the Attorney Gen-
eral, on behalf of the Deputy Assistant 
Secretary, is authorized to make rea-
sonable efforts to secure compliance 
with the contract provisions of the 
Order. The Attorney General may do so 
by providing the contractor and any 
other respondent with reasonable no-
tice of his/her findings, his/her intent 
to file suit, and the actions he/she be-
lieves necessary to obtain compliance 
with the contract provisions of the 
Order without contested litigation, and 
by offering the contractor and any 
other respondent a reasonable oppor-
tunity for conference and conciliation, 
in an effort to obtain such compliance 
without contested litigation. 

(5) As used in the regulations in this 
Part, the Attorney General shall mean 
the Attorney General, the Assistant 
Attorney General for Civil Rights, or 
any other person authorized by regula-
tions or practice to act for the Attor-
ney General with respect to the en-
forcement of equal employment oppor-
tunity laws, orders and regulations 
generally, or in a particular matter or 
case. 

(6) The Deputy Assistant Secretary 
or his/her designee, and representatives 
of the Attorney General may consult 
from time to time to determine what 
investigations should be conducted to 
determine whether contractors or 

groups of contractors or other persons 
may be engaged in patterns or prac-
tices in violation of the Executive 
Order or these regulations, or of resist-
ance to or interference with the full en-
joyment of any of the rights secured by 
them, warranting judicial proceedings. 

(d) Initiation of lawsuits by the Attor-
ney General without referral from the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary. In addition 
to initiating lawsuits upon referral 
under this section, the Attorney Gen-
eral may, subject to approval by the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary, initiate 
independent investigations of contrac-
tors which he/she has reason to believe 
may be in violation of the Order or the 
rules and regulations issued pursuant 
thereto. If, upon completion of such an 
investigation, the Attorney General de-
termines that the contractor has in 
fact violated the Order or the rules and 
regulations issued thereunder, he/she 
shall make reasonable efforts to secure 
compliance with the contract provi-
sions of the Order. He/she may do so by 
providing the contractor and any other 
respondent with reasonable notice of 
the Department of Justice’s findings, 
its intent to file suit, and the actions 
that the Attorney General believes are 
necessary to obtain compliance with 
the contract provisions of the Order 
without contested litigation, and by of-
fering the contractor and any other re-
spondent a reasonable opportunity for 
conference and conciliation in an effort 
to obtain such compliance without con-
tested litigation. If these efforts are 
unsuccessful, the Attorney General 
may, upon approval by the Deputy As-
sistant Secretary, bring a civil action 
in the appropriate district court of the 
United States requesting a temporary 
restraining order, preliminary or per-
manent injunction, and an order for 
such additional sanctions or equitable 
relief, including back pay, deemed nec-
essary or appropriate to ensure the full 
enjoyment of the rights secured by the 
Order or any of the above in this para-
graph (d). 

(e) To the extent applicable, this sec-
tion and part 60–30 of this chapter shall 
govern proceedings resulting from any 
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Deputy Assistant Secretary’s deter-
minations under § 60–2.2(b) of this chap-
ter. 

[62 FR 44190, Aug. 19, 1997, as amended at 62 
FR 66971, Dec. 22, 1997] 

§ 60–1.27 Sanctions. 
(a) General. The sanctions described 

in subsections (1), (5), and (6) of section 
209(a) of the Order may be exercised 
only by or with the approval of the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary. Referral 
of any matter arising under the Order 
to the Department of Justice or to the 
Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission shall be made by the Deputy 
Assistant Secretary. 

(b) Debarment. A contractor may be 
debarred from receiving future con-
tracts or modifications or extensions of 
existing contracts, subject to rein-
statement pursuant to § 60–1.31, for any 
violation of Executive Order 11246 or 
the implementing rules, regulations 
and orders of the Secretary of Labor. 
Debarment may be imposed for an in-
definite term or for a fixed minimum 
period of at least six months. 

[62 FR 44191, Aug. 19, 1997] 

§ 60–1.28 Show cause notices. 
When the Deputy Assistant Sec-

retary has reasonable cause to believe 
that a contractor has violated the 
equal opportunity clause he may issue 
a notice requiring the contractor to 
show cause, within 30 days, why moni-
toring, enforcement proceedings or 
other appropriate action to ensure 
compliance should not be instituted. 

[43 FR 49240, Oct. 20, 1978, as amended at 62 
FR 66971, Dec. 22, 1997] 

§ 60–1.29 Preaward notices. 
(a) Preaward compliance reviews. Upon 

the request of the Deputy Assistant 
Secretary, agencies shall not enter into 
contracts or approve the entry into 
contracts or subcontracts with any bid-
der, prospective prime contractor, or 
proposed subcontractor named by the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary until a 
preaward compliance review has been 
conducted and the Deputy Assistant 
Secretary or his designee has approved 
a determination that the bidder, pro-
spective prime contractor or proposed 
subcontractor will be able to comply 

with the provisions of the equal oppor-
tunity clause. 

(b) Other special preaward procedures. 
Upon the request of the Deputy Assist-
ant Secretary, agencies shall not enter 
into contracts or approve the entry 
into subcontracts with any bidder; pro-
spective prime contractor or proposed 
subcontractor specified by the Deputy 
Assistant Secretary until the agency 
has complied with the directions con-
tained in the request. 

[43 FR 49240, Oct. 20, 1978, as amended at 62 
FR 66971, Dec. 22, 1997] 

§ 60–1.30 Notification of agencies. 

The Deputy Assistant Secretary shall 
ensure that the heads of all agencies 
are notified of any debarment taken 
against any contractor. 

[62 FR 44191, Aug. 19, 1997] 

§ 60–1.31 Reinstatement of ineligible 
contractors. 

A contractor debarred from further 
contracts for an indefinite period under 
the Order may request reinstatement 
in a letter filed with the Deputy Assist-
ant Secretary at any time after the ef-
fective date of the debarment. A con-
tractor debarred for a fixed period may 
request reinstatement in a letter filed 
with the Deputy Assistant Secretary 30 
days prior to the expiration of the fixed 
debarment period, or at any time 
thereafter. The filing of a reinstate-
ment request 30 days before a fixed de-
barment period ends will not result in 
early reinstatement. In connection 
with the reinstatement proceedings, all 
debarred contractors shall be required 
to show that they have established and 
will carry out employment policies and 
practices in compliance with the Order 
and implementing regulations. Before 
reaching a decision, the Deputy Assist-
ant Secretary may conduct a compli-
ance evaluation of the contractor and 
may require the contractor to supply 
additional information regarding the 
request for reinstatement. The Deputy 
Assistant Secretary shall issue a writ-
ten decision on the request. 

[62 FR 44192, Aug. 19, 1997] 
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