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§ 413.144 Depreciation: Allowance for 
depreciation on fully depreciated or 
partially depreciated assets. 

(a) Principle. Depreciation on assets 
being used by a provider at the time it 
enters into the Medicare program is al-
lowed. This principle applies even 
though such assets may be fully or par-
tially depreciated on the provider’s 
books. 

(b) Application. Depreciation is allow-
able on assets being used at the time 
the provider enters into the program. 
This applies even though such assets 
may be fully depreciated on the pro-
vider’s books or fully depreciated with 
respect to other third-party payers. So 
long as an asset is being used, its use-
ful life is considered not to have ended, 
and consequently the asset is subject 
to depreciation based upon a revised es-
timate of the asset’s useful life as de-
termined by the provider and approved 
by the intermediary. Correction of 
prior years’ depreciation to reflect re-
vision of estimated useful life should 
be made in the first year of participa-
tion in the program unless the provider 
has used the optional method (§ 413.139), 
in which case the correction should be 
made at the time of discontinuing the 
use of that method. If an asset has be-
come fully depreciated under Medicare, 
further depreciation is not appropriate 
or allowable, even though the asset 
may continue in use. 

(c) Example of an allowance for a fully- 
depreciated asset. For example, if a 50- 
year-old building is in use at the time 
the provider enters into the program, 
depreciation is allowable on the build-
ing even though it has been fully depre-
ciated on the provider’s books. Assum-
ing that a reasonable estimate of the 
asset’s continued life is 20 years (70 
years from the date of acquisition), the 
provider may claim depreciation over 
the next 20 years—if the asset is in use 
that long—or a total depreciation of as 
much as twenty-seventieths of the as-
set’s historical cost. 

(d) Corrections to depreciation. If the 
asset is disposed of before the expira-
tion of its estimated useful life, the de-
preciation would be adjusted to the ac-
tual useful life. Likewise, a provider 
may not have fully depreciated other 
assets it is using and finds that it has 
incorrectly estimated the useful lives 

of those assets. In such cases, the pro-
vider may use the corrected useful 
lives in determining the amount of de-
preciation, provided such corrections 
have been approved by the inter-
mediary. 

§ 413.149 Depreciation: Allowance for 
depreciation on assets financed 
with Federal or public funds. 

(a) Principle. Depreciation is allowed 
on assets financed with Hill-Burton or 
other Federal or public funds. 

(b) Application. Like other assets (in-
cluding other donated depreciable as-
sets), assets financed with Hill-Burton 
or other Federal or public funds be-
come a part of the provider institu-
tion’s plant and equipment to be used 
in furnishing services. It is the func-
tion of payment of depreciation to pro-
vide funds that make it possible to 
maintain the assets and preserve the 
capital employed in the production of 
services. Therefore, irrespective of the 
source of financing of an asset, if it is 
used in the providing of services for 
beneficiaries of the program, payment 
for depreciation of the asset is, in fact, 
a cost of the production of those serv-
ices. Moreover, recognition of this cost 
is necessary to maintain productive ca-
pacity for the future. An incentive for 
funding of depreciation is provided in 
these principles by the provision that 
investment income on funded deprecia-
tion is not treated as a reduction of al-
lowable interest expense under 
§ 413.153(a). 

§ 413.153 Interest expense. 
(a)(1) Principle. Necessary and proper 

interest on both current and capital in-
debtedness is an allowable cost. How-
ever, interest costs are not allowable if 
incurred as a result of— 

(i) Judicial review by a Federal court 
(as described in § 413.64(j)); 

(ii) An interest assessment on a de-
termined overpayment (as described in 
§ 405.377 of this chapter); or 

(iii) Interest on funds borrowed to 
repay an overpayment (as described in 
§ 413.64(j) or § 405.378 of this chapter), up 
to the amount of the overpayment, un-
less the provider had made a prior com-
mitment to borrow funds for other pur-
poses (for example, capital improve-
ments). 
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