§413.56
§413.56 [Reserved]

Subpart E—Payments to Providers

§413.60 Payments to providers: Gen-
eral.

(a) The fiscal intermediaries will es-
tablish a basis for interim payments to
each provider. This may be done by one
of several methods. If an intermediary
is already paying the provider on a cost
basis, the intermediary may adjust its
rate of payment to an estimate of the
result under the Medicare principles of
reimbursement. If no organization is
paying the provider on a cost basis, the
intermediary may obtain the previous
year’s financial statement from the
provider and, by applying the prin-
ciples of reimbursement, compute or
approximate an appropriate rate of
payment. The interim payment may be
related to the last year’s average per
diem, or to charges, or to any other
ready basis of approximating costs.

(b) At the end of the period, the ac-
tual apportionment, based on the cost
finding and apportionment methods se-
lected by the provider, determines the
Medicare reimbursement for the actual
services provided to beneficiaries dur-
ing the period.

(c) Basically, therefore, interim pay-
ments to providers will be made for
services throughout the year, with
final settlement on a retroactive basis
at the end of the accounting period. In-
terim payments will be made as often
as possible and in no event less fre-
quently than once a month. The retro-
active payments will take fully into
account the costs that were actually
incurred and settle on an actual, rather
than on an estimated basis.

§413.64 Payments to providers: Spe-
cific rules.

(a) Reimbursement on a reasonable cost
basis. Providers of services paid on the
basis of the reasonable cost of services
furnished to beneficiaries will receive
interim payments approximating the
actual costs of the provider. These pay-
ments will be made on the most expedi-
tious schedule administratively fea-
sible but not less often than monthly.
A retroactive adjustment based on ac-
tual costs will be made at the end of a
reporting period.
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(b) Amount and frequency of payment.
Medicare states that providers of serv-
ices will be paid the reasonable cost of
services furnished to beneficiaries.
Since actual costs of services cannot be
determined until the end of the ac-
counting period, the providers must be
paid on an estimated cost basis during
the year. While Medicare provides that
interim payments will be made no less
often than monthly, intermediaries are
expected to make payments on the
most expeditious basis administra-
tively feasible. Whatever estimated
cost basis is used for determining in-
terim payments during the year, the
intent is that the interim payments
shall approximate actual costs as near-
ly as is practicable so that the retro-
active adjustment based on actual
costs will be as small as possible.

(c) Interim payments during initial re-
porting period. At the beginning of the
program or when a provider first par-
ticipates in the program, it will be nec-
essary to establish interim rates of
payment to providers of services. Once
a provider has filed a cost report under
the Medicare program, the cost report
may be used as a basis for determining
the interim rate of reimbursement for
the following period. However, since
initially there is no previous history of
cost under the program, the interim
rate of payment must be determined by
other methods, including the following:

(1) If the intermediary is already pay-
ing the provider on a cost or cost-re-
lated basis, the intermediary will ad-
just its rate of payment to the pro-
gram’s principles of reimbursement.
This rate may be either an amount per
inpatient day, or a percent of the pro-
vider’s charges for services furnished to
the program’s beneficiaries.

(2) If an organization other than the
intermediary is paying the provider for
services on a cost or cost-related basis,
the intermediary may obtain from that
organization or from the provider itself
the rate of payment being used and
other cost information as may be need-
ed to adjust that rate of payment to
give recognition to the program’s prin-
ciples of reimbursement.

(3) It no organization is paying the
provider on a cost or cost-related basis,
the intermediary will obtain the pre-
vious year’s financial statement from
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