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Social worker means a person who has
at least a bachelor’s degree from a
school accredited or approved by the
Council on Social Work Education.

Terminally ill means that the indi-
vidual has a medical prognosis that his
or her life expectancy is 6 months or
less if the illness runs its normal
course.

[48 FR 56026, Dec. 16, 1983, as amended at 52
FR 4499, Feb. 12, 1987; 50 FR 50834, Dec. 11,
1990]

Subpart B—Eligibility, Election and
Duration of Benefits

§418.20 Eligibility requirements.

In order to be eligible to elect hos-
pice care under Medicare, an individual
must be—

(a) Entitled to Part A of Medicare;
and

(b) Certified as being terminally ill in
accordance with §418.22.

§418.21 Duration of hospice care cov-
erage—Election periods.

(a) Subject to the conditions set
forth in this part, an individual may
elect to receive hospice care during one
or more of the following election peri-
ods:

(1) An initial 90-day period.

(2) A subsequent 90-day period.

(3) A subsequent 30-day period.

(4) A subsequent extension period of
unlimited duration during the individ-
ual’s lifetime.

(b) The periods of care are available
in the order listed and may be elected
separately at different times.

[55 FR 50834, Dec. 11, 1990, as amended at 57
FR 36017, Aug. 12, 1992]

§418.22 Certification of terminal ill-
ness.

(a) Timing of certification—(1) General
rule. The hospice must obtain written
certification of terminal illness for
each of the periods listed in §418.21,
even if a single election continues in
effect for two, three, or four periods, as
provided in §418.24(c).

(2) Basic requirement. Except as pro-
vided in paragraph (a)(3) of this sec-
tion, the hospice must obtain the writ-
ten certification no later than two cal-
endar days after the period begins.

§418.24

(3) Exception. For the initial 90-day
period, if the hospice cannot obtain the
written certifications within two cal-
endar days, it must obtain oral certifi-
cations within two calendar days, and
written certifications no later than
eight calendar days after the period be-
gins.

(b) Content of certification. The certifi-
cation must specify that the individ-
ual’s prognosis is for a life expectancy
of 6 months or less if the terminal ill-
ness runs its normal course.

(c) Sources of certification. (1) For the
initial 90-day period, the hospice must
obtain written certification statements
(and oral certification statements if re-
quired under paragraph (a)(3) of this
section) from—

(i) The medical director of the hos-
pice or the physician member of the
hospice interdisciplinary group; and

(ii) The individual’s attending physi-
cian if the individual has an attending
physician.

(2) For subsequent periods, the only
requirement is certification by one of
the physicians listed in paragraph
(c)(1)(i) of this section.

(d) Maintenance of records.
staff must—

(1) Make an appropriate entry in the
patient’s medical record as soon as
they receive an oral certification; and

(2) File written certifications in the
medical record.

Hospice

[55 FR 50834, Dec. 11, 1990, as amended at 57
FR 36017, Aug. 12, 1992]

§418.24 Election of hospice care.

(a) Filing an election statement. An in-
dividual who meets the eligibility re-
quirement of §418.20 may file an elec-
tion statement with a particular hos-
pice. If the individual is physically or
mentally incapacitated, his or her rep-
resentative (as defined in §418.3) may
file the election statement.

(b) Content of election statement. The
election statement must include the
following:

(1) Ildentification of the particular
hospice that will provide care to the in-
dividual.

(2) The individual’s or representa-
tive’s acknowledgement that he or she
has been given a full understanding of
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