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(a) Administrator presides. If the pre-
siding officer is the Administrator, he
or she issues the hearing decision with-
in 60 days after expiration of the period
for submission of posthearing briefs.

(b) Administrator’s designee presides. If
the presiding officer is other than the
Administrator, the procedure is as fol-
lows:

(1) Upon expiration of the period al-
lowed for submission of posthearing
briefs, the presiding officer certifies
the entire record, including his or her
recommended findings and proposed de-
cision, to the Administrator. The Ad-
ministrator serves a copy of the rec-
ommended findings and proposed deci-
sion upon all parties and amici, if any.

(2) Any party may, within 20 days,
file with the Administrator exceptions
to the recommended findings and pro-
posed decision and a supporting brief or
statement.

(3) The Administrator reviews the
recommended decision and, within 60
days of its issuance, issues his or her
own decision.

(c) Effect of Administrator’s decision.
The decision of the Administrator
under this section is the final decision
of the Secretary and constitutes “final
agency action” within the meaning of 5
U.S.C. 704 and a “final determination”
within the meaning of section 1116(a)(3)
of the Act and §430.38. The Administra-
tor’s decision is promptly served on all
parties and amici.

Decisions following hearing.

§430.104 Decisions that affect FFP.

(a) Scope of decisions. If the Adminis-
trator concludes that withholding of
FFP is necessary because a State is out
of compliance with Federal require-
ments, in accordance with §430.35, the
decision also specifies—

(1) Whether no further payments will
be made to the State or whether pay-
ments will be limited to parts of the
program not affected by the non-
compliance; and

(2) The effective date of the decision
to withhold.

(b) Consultation. The Administrator
may ask the parties for recommenda-
tions or briefs or may hold conferences
of the parties on the question of fur-
ther payments to the State.
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(c) Effective date of decision. The effec-
tive date of a decision to withhold Fed-
eral funds will not be earlier than the
date of the Administrator’s decision
and will not be later than the first day
of the next calendar quarter. The pro-
visions of this section may not be
waived under §430.64.
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§431.1 Purpose.

This part establishes State plan re-
quirements for the designation, organi-
zation, and general administrative ac-
tivities of a State agency responsible
for operating the State Medicaid pro-
gram, directly or through supervision
of local administering agencies.

Subpart A—Single State Agency

§431.10 Single State agency.

(a) Basis and purpose. This section
implements section 1902(a)(5) of the
Act, which provides for designation of
a single State agency for the Medicaid
program.

(b) Designation and certification.
State plan must—

(1) Specify a single State agency es-
tablished or designated to administer
or supervise the administration of the
plan; and

(2) Include a certification by the
State Attorney General, citing the
legal authority for the single State
agency to—

(i) Administer or supervise the ad-
ministration of the plan; and

(if) Make rules and regulations that
it follows in administering the plan or
that are binding upon local agencies
that administer the plan.

(c) Determination of eligibility. (1) The
plan must specify whether the agency
that determines eligibility for families
and for individuals under 21 is—
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(i) The Medicaid agency; or

(ii) The single State agency for the
financial assistance program under
title IV-A (in the 50 States or the Dis-
trict of Columbia), or under title | or
XVI (AABD), in Guam, Puerto Rico, or
the Virgin Islands.

(2) The plan must specify whether the
agency that determines eligibility for
the aged, blind, or disabled is—

(i) The Medicaid agency;

(ii) The single State agency for the
financial assistance program under
title IV-A (in the 50 States or the Dis-
trict of Columbia) or under title | or
XVI (AABD), in Guam, Puerto Rico, or
the Virgin Islands; or

(ifi) The Federal agency admin-
istering the supplemental security in-
come program under title XVI (SSI). In
this case, the plan must also specify
whether the Medicaid agency or the
title IV-A agency determines eligi-
bility for any groups whose eligibility
is not determined by the Federal agen-
cy.

(d) Agreement with Federal or State
agencies. The plan must provide for
written agreements between the Med-
icaid agency and the Federal or other
State agencies that determine eligi-
bility for Medicaid, stating the rela-
tionships and respective responsibil-
ities of the agencies.

(e) Authority of the single State agency.
In order for an agency to qualify as the
Medicaid agency—

(1) The agency must not delegate, to
other than its own officials, authority
to—

(i) Exercise administrative discretion
in the administration or supervision of
the plan, or

(i) Issue policies, rules, and regula-
tions on program matters.

(2) The authority of the agency must
not be impaired if any of its rules, reg-
ulations, or decisions are subject to re-
view, clearance, or similar action by
other offices or agencies of the State.

(3) If other State or local agencies or
offices perform services for the Med-
icaid agency, they must not have the
authority to change or disapprove any
administrative decision of that agency,
or otherwise substitute their judgment
for that of the Medicaid agency with
respect to the application of policies,



