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§436.522 Determination of age.

(a) In determining age, the agency
must use the common law method
(under which an age is reached the day
before the anniversary of birth) or the
popular usage method (under which a
specific age is reached on the anniver-
sary of birth), whichever is used under
the corresponding State plan for OAA,
AFDC, AB, APTD, or AABD.

(b) The agency may use an arbitrary
date, such as July 1, for determining an
individual’s age if the year, but not the
month, of his birth is known.

[58 FR 4936, Jan. 19, 1993]
BLINDNESS

§436.530 Definition of blindness.

(a) Definition. The agency must use
the definition of blindness that is used
in the State plan for AB or AABD.

(b) State plan requirement. The State
plan must contain the definition of
blindness, expressed in ophthalmic
measurements.

§436.531 Determination of blindness.

In determining blindness—

(a) A physician skilled in the diseases
of the eye or an optometrist, whichever
the individual selects, must examine
him, unless both of the applicant’s eyes
are missing;

(b) The examiner must submit a re-
port of examination to the Medicaid
agency; and

(c) A physician skilled in the diseases
of the eye (for example, an ophthalmol-
ogist or an eye, ear, nose, and throat
specialist) must review the report and
determine on behalf of the agency—

(1) Whether the individual meets the
definition of blindness; and

(2) Whether and when reexaminations
are necessary for periodic redetermina-
tions of eligibility, as required under
§435.916 of this subchapter. Blindness is
considered to continue until the re-
viewing physician determines that the
recipient’s vision no longer meets the
definition.

[43 FR 45218, Sept. 29, 1978, as amended at 44
FR 17939, Mar. 23, 1979]

§436.541
DISABILITY

§436.540 Definition of disability.

(a) Definition. The agency must use
the definition of permanent and total
disability that is used in the State plan
for APTD or AABD. (See 45 CFR
233.80(a)(1) for the Federal rec-
ommended definition of permanent and
total disability.)

(b) State plan requirement. The State
plan must contain the definition of per-
manent and total disability.

§436.541 Determination of disability.

(a) Basic requirements. (1) At a min-
imum, the agency must use the review
team, information, and evidence re-
quirements specified in paragraph (b)
through (d) of this section in making a
determination of disability.

(2) If the requirements or deter-
mining disability under the State’s
APTD or AABD program are more re-
strictive than the minimum require-
ments specified in this section, the
agency must use the requirements ap-
plied under the APTD or AABD pro-
gram.

(b) The agency must obtain a medical
report and a social history for individ-
uals applying for Medicaid on the basis
of disability. The medical report must
include a diagnosis based on medical
evidence. The social history must con-
tain enough information to enable the
agency to determine disability.

(c) A physician and social worker,
qualified by professional training and
experience, must review the medical
report and social history and deter-
mine on behalf of the agency whether
the individual meets the definition of
disability. The physician must deter-
mine whether and when reexamina-
tions will be necessary for periodic re-
determinations of eligibility as re-
quired under §435.916 of this sub-
chapter.

(d) In subsequently determining dis-
ability, the physician and social work-
er must review reexamination reports
and the social history and determine
whether the individual continues to
meet the definition. Disability is con-
sidered to continue until this deter-
mination is made.

[54 FR 50762, Dec. 11, 1989]
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