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As used in this subpart—

Case-mix index means a scale that
measures the relative difference in re-
source intensity among different
groups in the clinical model.

Discipline means one of the six home
health disciplines covered under the
Medicare home health benefit (skilled
nursing services, home health aide
services, physical therapy services, oc-
cupational therapy services, speech-
language pathology services, and med-
ical social services).

Home health market basket index
means an index that reflects changes
over time in the prices of an appro-
priate mix of goods and services in-
cluded in home health services.

Definitions.

§484.205 Basis of payment.

(a) Method of payment. An HHA re-
ceives a national prospective 60-day
episode payment of a predetermined
rate for a home health service pre-
viously paid on a reasonable cost basis
(except the osteoporosis drug defined in
section 1861(kk) of the Act) as of Au-
gust 5, 1997. The national 60-day epi-
sode payment is determined in accord-
ance with §484.215. The national pro-
spective 60-day episode payment is sub-
ject to the following adjustments and
additional payments:

(1) A low-utilization payment adjust-
ment (LUPA) of a predetermined per-
visit rate as specified in §484.230.

(2) A partial episode payment (PEP)
adjustment due to an intervening event
defined as a beneficiary elected trans-
fer or a discharge and return to the
same HHA during the 60-day episode,
that warrants a new 60-day episode
payment during an existing 60-day epi-
sode, that initiates the start of a new
60-day episode payment and a new phy-
sician certification of the new plan of
care. The PEP adjustment is deter-
mined in accordance with §484.235.

(3) A significant change in condition
(SCIC) payment adjustment due to the
intervening event defined as a signifi-
cant change in the patient’s condition
during an existing 60-day episode. The
SCIC adjustment occurs when a bene-
ficiary experiences a significant change
in condition during a 60-day episode
that was not envisioned in the original
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plan of care. The SCIC adjustment is
determined in accordance with §484.237.

(4) An outlier payment is determined
in accordance with §484.240.

(b) Episode payment. The national
prospective 60-day episode payment
represents payment in full for all costs
associated with furnishing home health
services previously paid on a reason-
able cost basis (except the osteoporosis
drug listed in section 1861(m) of the Act
as defined in section 1861(kk) of the
Act) as of August 5, 1997 unless the na-
tional 60-day episode payment is sub-
ject to a low-utilization payment ad-
justment set forth in §484.230, a partial
episode payment adjustment set forth
at §484.235, a significant change in con-
dition payment set forth at §484.237, or
an additional outlier payment set forth
in §484.240. All payments under this
system may be subject to a medical re-
view adjustment reflecting beneficiary
eligibility, medical necessity deter-
minations, and HHRG assignment.
DME provided as a home health service
as defined in section 1861(m) of the Act
continues to be paid the fee schedule
amount.

(1) Split percentage payment for initial
episodes. The initial percentage pay-
ment for initial episodes is paid to an
HHA at 60 percent of the case-mix and
wage adjusted 60-day episode rate. The
residual final payment for initial epi-
sodes is paid at 40 percent of the case-
mix and wage adjusted 60-day episode
rate. Split percentage payments are
made in accordance with requirements
at §409.43(c) of this chapter.

(2) Split percentage payment for subse-
quent episodes. The initial percentage
payment for subsequent episodes is
paid to an HHA at 50 percent of the
case-mix and wage adjusted 60-day epi-
sode rate. The residual final payment
for subsequent episodes is paid at 50
percent of the case-mix and wage ad-
justed 60-day episode rate. Split per-
centage payments are made in accord-
ance with requirements at §409.43(c) of
this chapter.

(c) Low-utilization payment. An HHA
receives a national 60-day episode pay-
ment of a predetermined rate for home
health services previously paid on a
reasonable cost basis as of August 5,
1997, unless CMS determines at the end
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