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Bureau of Land Management, Interior § 3150.1 

Subpart 3150—Onshore Oil and 
Gas Geophysical Exploration; 
General 

§ 3150.0–1 Purpose. 

The purpose of this part is to estab-
lish procedures for conducting oil and 
gas geophysical exploration operations 
when authorization for such operations 
is required from the Bureau of Land 
Management. Geophysical exploration 
on public lands, the surface of which is 
administered by the Bureau, requires 
Bureau approval. The procedures in 
this part also apply to geophysical ex-
ploration conducted under the rights 
granted by any Federal oil and gas 
lease unless the surface is administered 
by the U.S. Forest Service. However, a 
lessee may elect to conduct explo-
ration operations outside of the rights 
granted by the lease, in which case au-
thorization from the surface managing 
agency or surface owner may be re-
quired. At the request of any other sur-
face managing agency, the procedures 
in this part may be applied on a case- 
by-case basis to unleased public lands 
administered by such agency. The pro-
cedures of this part do not apply to: 

(a) Casual use activities; 
(b) Operations conducted on private 

surface overlying public lands unless 
such operations are conducted by a les-
see under the rights granted by the 
Federal oil and gas lease; and 

(c) Exploration operations conducted 
in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
in accordance with section 1002 of the 
Alaska National Interest Lands Con-
servation Act (See 50 CFR part 37). 

§ 3150.0–3 Authority. 

The Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, as 
amended and supplemented, (30 U.S.C. 
181 et seq.), the Mineral Leasing Act for 
Acquired Lands of 1947, as amended (30 
U.S.C. 351–359), the Alaska National In-
terest Lands Conservation Act (16 
U.S.C. 3101 et seq.), the Federal Land 
Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43 
U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), the Independent Of-
fices Appropriations Act of 1952 (31 
U.S.C. 483a), the Naval Petroleum Re-
serves Production Act of 1976 (42 U.S.C. 
6504) and the Department of the Inte-
rior Appropriations Act, Fiscal Year 
1981 (42 U.S.C. 6508). 

§ 3150.0–5 Definitions. 

As used in this part, the term: 
(a) Oil and gas geophysical exploration 

means activity relating to the search 
for evidence of oil and gas which re-
quires the physical presence upon the 
lands and which may result in damage 
to the lands or the resources located 
thereon. It includes, but is not limited 
to, geophysical operations, construc-
tion of roads and trails and cross-coun-
try transit of vehicles over such lands. 
It does not include core drilling for 
subsurface geologic information or 
drilling for oil and gas; these activities 
shall be authorized only by the 
issuance of an oil and gas lease and the 
approval of an Application for a Permit 
to Drill. The regulations in this part, 
however, are not intended to prevent 
drilling operations necessary for plac-
ing explosive charges, where permis-
sible, for seismic exploration. 

(b) Casual use means activities that 
involve practices which do not ordi-
narily lead to any appreciable disturb-
ance or damage to lands, resources and 
improvements. For example, activities 
which do not involve use of heavy 
equipment or explosives and which do 
not involve vehicular movement except 
over established roads and trails are 
casual use. 

[53 FR 17359, May 16, 1988; 53 FR 31959, Aug. 
22, 1988] 

§ 3150.1 Suspension, revocation or can-
cellation. 

The right to conduct exploration 
under notices of intent and oil and gas 
geophysical exploration permits may 
be revoked or suspended, after notice, 
by the authorized officer and upon a 
final administrative finding of a viola-
tion of any term or condition of the in-
strument, including, but not limited 
to, terms and conditions requiring 
compliance with regulations issued 
under Acts applicable to the public 
lands and applicable State air and 
water quality standards or implemen-
tation plans. The Secretary may order 
an immediate temporary suspension of 
activities authorized under a permit or 
other use authorization prior to a hear-
ing or final administrative finding if 
he/she determines that such a suspen-
sion is necessary to protect health or 
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