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the plans, whenever possible, and pro-
vide a copy of the approved plans to
the Regional Office.

[67 FR 8848, Feb. 26, 2002, as amended at 67
FR 61515, Oct. 1, 2002; 68 FR 61370, Oct. 28,
2003; 69 FR 55096, Sept. 13, 2004]
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Subpart A—General

§204.1 Purpose.

This part provides information on
the procedures for the declaration and
grants management processes for the
Fire Management Assistance Grant
Program in accordance with the provi-
sions of section 420 of the Stafford Act.
This part also details applicant eligi-
bility and the eligibility of costs to be
considered under the program. We
(FEMA) will actively work with State
and Tribal emergency managers and
foresters on the efficient delivery of
fire management assistance as directed
by this part.

§204.2 Scope.

This part is intended for those indi-
viduals responsible for requesting dec-
larations and administering grants
under the Fire Management Assistance
Grant Program, as well as those apply-
ing for assistance under the program.

§204.3 Definitions
this part.

Applicant. A State or Indian tribal
government submitting an application
to us for a fire management assistance
grant, or a State, local, or Indian tribal
government submitting an application
to the Grantee for a subgrant under an
approved fire management assistance
grant.

Associate Director. The Associate Di-
rector or Assistant Director, as appli-
cable, of the Readiness, Response and
Recovery Directorate of FEMA, or his/
her designated representative.

Declared fire. An uncontrolled fire or
fire complex, threatening such destruc-
tion as would constitute a major dis-
aster, which the Associate Director has
approved in response to a State’s re-
quest for a fire management assistance
declaration and in accordance with the
criteria listed in §204.21.

Demobilization. The process and pro-
cedures for deactivating, disassem-
bling, and transporting back to their

used throughout
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Federal Emergency Management Agency, DHS

point of origin all resources that had
been provided to respond to and sup-
port a declared fire.

FEMA Form 90-91. See Project Work-
sheet.

Fire complex. Two or more individual
fires located in the same general area,
which are assigned to a single Incident
Commander.

Governor’s Authorized Representative
(GAR). The person empowered by the
Governor to execute, on behalf of the
State, all necessary documents for fire
management assistance, including the
request for a fire management assist-
ance declaration.

Grant. An award of financial assist-
ance, including cooperative agree-
ments, by FEMA to an eligible Grant-
ee. The grant award will be based on
the projected amount of total eligible
costs for which a State submits an ap-
plication and that FEMA approves re-
lated to a declared fire.

Grantee. The Grantee is the govern-
ment to which a grant is awarded
which is accountable for the use of the
funds provided. The Grantee is the en-
tire legal entity even if only a par-
ticular component of the entity is des-
ignated in the grant award document.
Generally, the State, as designated in
the FEMA-State Agreement for the
Fire Management Assistance Grant
Program, is the Grantee. However,
after a declaration, an Indian tribal
government may choose to be a Grant-
ee, or it may act as a subgrantee under
the State. An Indian tribal government
acting as Grantee will assume the re-
sponsibilities of a “state”, as described
in this Part, for the purpose of admin-
istering the grant.

Hazard mitigation plan. A plan to de-
velop actions the State, local, or tribal
government will take to reduce the
risk to people and property from all
hazards. The intent of hazard mitiga-
tion planning under the Fire Manage-
ment Assistance Grant Program is to
identify wildfire hazards and cost-effec-
tive mitigation alternatives that
produce long-term benefits. We address
mitigation of fire hazards as part of the
State’s comprehensive Mitigation
Plan, described in 44 CFR part 201.

Incident commander. The ranking offi-
cial responsible for overseeing the
management of fire operations, plan-

§204.3

ning, logistics, and finances of the field
response.

Incident period. The time interval
during which the declared fire occurs.
The Regional Director, in consultation
with the Governor’s Authorized Rep-
resentative and the Principal Advisor,
will establish the incident period. Gen-
erally, costs must be incurred during
the incident period to be considered el-
igible.

Indian tribal government. An Indian
tribal government is any Federally rec-
ognized governing body of an Indian or
Alaska Native tribe, band, nation,
pueblo, village, or community that the
Secretary of Interior acknowledges to
exist as an Indian tribe under the Fed-
erally Recognized Tribe List Act of
1994, 25 U.S.C. 479a. This does not in-
clude Alaska Native corporations, the
ownership of which is vested in private
individuals.

Individual assistance. Supplementary
Federal assistance provided under the
Stafford Act to individuals and fami-
lies adversely affected by a major dis-
aster or an emergency. Such assistance
may be provided directly by the Fed-
eral Government or through State or
local governments or disaster relief or-
ganizations. For further information,
see subparts D, E, and F of part 206.

Local government. A local government
is any county, municipality, city,
town, township, public authority,
school district, special district, intra-
state district, council of governments
(regardless of whether the council of
governments is incorporated as a non-
profit corporation under State law), re-
gional or interstate government entity,
or agency or instrumentality of a local
government; any Indian tribal govern-
ment or authorized tribal organization,
or Alaska Native village or organiza-
tion; and any rural community, unin-
corporated town or village, or other
public entity, for which an application
for assistance is made by a State or po-
litical subdivision of a State.

Mitigation, management, and control.
Those activities undertaken, generally
during the incident period of a declared
fire, to minimize immediate adverse ef-
fects and to manage and control the
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§§204.4-204.20

fire. Eligible activities may include as-
sociated emergency work and pre-posi-
tioning directly related to the declared
fire.

Mobilization. The process and proce-
dures used for activating, assembling,
and transporting all resources that the
Grantee requested to respond to sup-
port a declared fire.

Performance period. The time interval
designated in block 13 on the Applica-
tion for Federal Assistance (Standard
Form 424) for the Grantee and all sub-
grantees to submit eligible costs and
have those costs processed, obligated,
and closed out by FEMA.

Pre-positioning. Moving existing fire
prevention or suppression resources
from an area of lower fire danger to
one of higher fire danger in anticipa-
tion of an increase in fire activity like-
ly to constitute the threat of a major
disaster.

Principal advisor. An individual ap-
pointed by the Forest Service, United
States Department of Agriculture, or
Bureau of Land Management, Depart-
ment of the Interior, who is responsible
for providing FEMA with a technical
assessment of the fire or fire complex
for which a State is requesting a fire
management assistance declaration.
The Principal Advisor also frequently
participates with FEMA on other
wildland fire initiatives.

Project worksheet. FEMA Form 90-91,
which identifies actual costs incurred
by eligible applicants as a result of the
eligible firefighting activities.

Public assistance. Supplementary Fed-
eral assistance provided under the
Stafford Act to State and local govern-
ments or certain private, nonprofit or-
ganizations for eligible emergency
measures and repair, restoration, and
replacement of damaged facilities. For
further information, see Subparts G
and H of Part 206.

Regional Director. A director of a re-
gional office of FEMA, or his/her des-
ignated representative.

Request for Federal Assistance.
Standard Form (SF) 424.

Standard Form (SF) 424. The SF 424 is
the Request for Federal Assistance.
This is the form the State submits to
apply for a grant under a fire manage-
ment assistance declaration.

See

44 CFR Ch. | (10-1-04 Edition)

Subgrant. An award of financial as-
sistance under a grant by a Grantee to
an eligible subgrantee.

Subgrantee. An applicant that is
awarded a subgrant and is accountable
to the Grantee for the use of grant
funding provided.

Threat of a major disaster. The poten-
tial impact of the fire or fire complex
is of a severity and magnitude that
would result in a presidential major
disaster declaration for the Public As-
sistance Program, the Individual As-
sistance Program, or both.

Uncontrolled fire. Any fire not safely
confined to predetermined control lines
as established by firefighting re-
sources.

We, our, us mean FEMA.

[66 FR 57347, Nov. 14, 2001, as amended at 68
FR 61370, Oct. 28, 2003]

§§ 204.4-204.20 [Reserved]

Subpart B—Declaration Process

§204.21 Fire management assistance
declaration criteria.

(a) Determinations. We will approve
declarations for fire management as-
sistance when the Associate Director
determines that a fire or fire complex
threatens such destruction as would
constitute a major disaster.

(b) Evaluation criteria. We will evalu-
ate the threat posed by a fire or fire
complex based on consideration of the
following specific criteria:

(1) Threat to lives and improved
property, including threats to critical
facilities/infrastructure, and critical
watershed areas;

(2) Availability of State and
firefighting resources;

(3) High fire danger conditions, as in-
dicated by nationally accepted indices
such as the National Fire Danger Rat-
ings System;

(4) Potential major economic impact.

local

§204.22 Submitting a request for a fire
management assistance declaration.

The Governor of a State, or the Gov-
ernor’s  Authorized Representative
(GAR), may submit a request for a fire
management assistance declaration.
The request must be submitted while
the fire is burning uncontrolled and
threatens such destruction as would

406



