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near the area affected by normal tides, 
when applicable. If a reference is not 
clearly distinguishable on the photo-
graph, it should be annotated to iden-
tify the feature. If possible, all ref-
erence features described below should 
be photographed showing their rela-
tionship to the site of the threatened 
structure. 

(2) Identification and selection of ref-
erence features. The following ref-
erence features are presented according 
to priority. If the first feature is not 
present, the next feature shall be lo-
cated and photographed, and so forth. 

(i) Top edge of bluff (cliff top). 
(ii) Top edge of escarpment on an 

eroding dune (i.e., a nearly vertical 
erosional cut at the seaward face of the 
dune). The normal high tide should be 
near the toe of the dune and there 
should be indications that the dune is 
actively eroding. 

(iii) The normal high tide limit may 
be indicated by one of the following: 

(A) Vegetation line (the seaward 
most edge of permanent vegetation). 

(B) Beach scarp (erosion line on 
beach, usually a sharp, nearly vertical 
drop of 0.5 to 3.0 feet at the upper limit 
of high tide). 

(C) Debris line deposited by the nor-
mal high tide, not by a recent storm. 

(D) Upper limit of wet sand. 
(3) Distance measurements from the 

threatened structure to the nearest 
points on the reference features. These 
measurements should be taken from all 
photographed reference features to the 
closest point on the supporting founda-
tion. For purposes of making this 
measurement, decks, stairs, and other 
exterior attachments that do not con-
tribute to the structural support of the 
building are not considered part of the 
structure. The measurements shall be 
taken horizontally with a tape and re-
corded to the nearest foot. The date 
and time of the measurement shall be 
noted. The location of the measure-
ments (i.e., reference feature and clos-
est structural member) shall be identi-
fied on the appropriate photograph or 
sketch of the site. If some or all of the 
reference features coincide, this shall 
also be noted and identified on the pho-
tographs. Reference features landward 
of the structure need not be measured, 
but shall be noted on the photographs. 

(4) A determination of the average 
annual erosion rate at the site and a 
copy of the pertinent section of the ref-
erence document used to obtain the an-
nual erosion rate at the site. 

(5) Copy of the effective Flood Insur-
ance Rate Map panel annotated with 
the location of the threatened struc-
ture. 

(6) In the event that a structure is 
not situated within a ‘‘zone of immi-
nent collapse’’ using the criteria and 
procedures in paragraphs (b) (1) 
through (5) of this section, then the 
State may submit other scientific and 
technical data, in addition to the infor-
mation described in paragraphs (b) (1) 
through (5) of this section, that would 
reveal unusual erosive or stability con-
ditions at the site. Such data must in-
clude engineering analyses or reports 
performed on the structure or site 
which evaluates local rates of erosion, 
or the condition or stability of the 
structure’s foundation including sup-
porting soil. 

(c) In the case of structures planned 
to be relocated, a certification as to 
whether the proposed relocation site is 
outside the 30-year setback for 1–4 fam-
ily residential structures, or outside 
the 60-year setback for all other struc-
tures, must also be submitted by the 
State. 

[53 FR 36975, Sept. 23, 1988, as amended at 53 
FR 44193, Nov. 2, 1988] 

§ 63.18 Review of State certification by 
the Administrator. 

The Administrator, after a claim has 
been filed by the property owner, will 
review the certification and data pre-
pared by the State. Upon completion of 
the review, the State will be notified 
that: 

(a) The structure has been deter-
mined to be subject to imminent col-
lapse, or 

(b) The structure has not been deter-
mined to be subject to imminent col-
lapse and the basis for such determina-
tion, or 

(c) Additional data are needed to 
verify that the procedures and criteria 
for imminent collapse certification 
have been met. 
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