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either is required by law; provided, 
however, that, when the holder docu-
mented as an able seaman has to be 
certificated as either proficient in sur-
vival craft and rescue boats or pro-
ficient in fast rescue boats, he or she 
shall hold an endorsement under the 
STCW (incorporated by reference in 
§ 12.01–3). 

[CGD 95–062, 62 FR 34537, June 26, 1997; CGD 
95–062, 62 FR 40140, July 25, 1997, as amended 
by USCG–1999–5610, 67 FR 66069, Oct. 30, 2002] 

§ 12.10–9 Certificates of proficiency in 
fast rescue boats. 

(a) Each person engaged or employed 
as a lifeboatman proficient in fast res-
cue boats shall hold either a certificate 
of proficiency in these boats or a mer-
chant mariner’s document endorsed for 
proficiency in them. 

(b) To be eligible for either a certifi-
cate of proficiency in fast rescue boats 
or a merchant mariner’s document en-
dorsed for proficiency in them, an ap-
plicant shall— 

(1) Be qualified as a lifeboatman with 
proficiency in survival craft and fast 
rescue boats under this subpart; and 

(2) Furnish satisfactory proof that he 
or she has met the requirements for 
training and competence of STCW Reg-
ulation, VI/2 (incorporated by reference 
in § 12.01–3), paragraph 2, and the appro-
priate requirements of Section A–VI/2 
of the STCW Code. 

[CGD 95–062, 62 FR 34537, June 26, 1997, as 
amended by USCG–1999–5610, 67 FR 66069, Oct. 
30, 2002; USCG–2004–18884, 69 FR 58343, Sept. 
30, 2004] 

Subpart 12.13—Persons Des-
ignated To Provide Medical 
Care on Board Ship 

SOURCE: CGD 95–062, 62 FR 34537, June 26, 
1997, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 12.13–1 Documentary evidence re-
quired. 

Each person designated to provide 
medical first aid on board ship, or to 
take charge of medical care on board 
ship, shall hold documentary evidence 
attesting that the person has attended 

a course of training in medical first aid 
or medical care, as appropriate. 

[CGD 95–062, 62 FR 34537, June 26, 1997, as 
amended by USCG–2004–18884, 69 FR 58343, 
Sept. 30, 2004] 

§ 12.13–3 Basis of documentary evi-
dence. 

The Officer in Charge, Marine Inspec-
tion will issue such documentary evi-
dence to the person, or endorse his or 
her license or document, on being sat-
isfied that the training required under 
section 12.13–1 of this section estab-
lishes that he or she meets the stand-
ards of competence set out in STCW 
Regulation VI/4 and Section A–VI/4 of 
the STCW Code. 

Subpart 12.15—Qualified Member 
of the Engine Department 

§ 12.15–1 Certification required. 

(a) Every person employed in a rating 
as qualified member of the engine de-
partment on any United States vessel 
requiring certificated qualified mem-
bers of the engine department shall 
produce a certificate as qualified mem-
ber of the engine department to the 
shipping commissioner, United States 
Collector or Deputy Collector of Cus-
toms, or master before signing articles 
of agreement. 

(b) No certificate as qualified mem-
ber of the engine department is re-
quired of any person employed on any 
unrigged vessel, except seagoing 
barges. 

§ 12.15–3 General requirements. 

(a) A qualified member of the engine 
department is any person below the 
rating of licensed officer and above the 
rating of coal passer or wiper, who 
holds a certificate of service as such 
qualified member of the engine depart-
ment issued by the Coast Guard or 
predecessor authority. 

(b) For purposes of administering 
this part the rating of assistant elec-
trician is considered a rating not above 
that of coal passer or wiper, but equal 
thereto. 

(c) An applicant, to be eligible for 
certification as qualified member of 
the engine department, shall be able to 
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speak and understand the English lan-
guage as would be required in the rat-
ing of qualified member of the engine 
department and in an emergency 
aboard ship. 

(d) After July 31, 1998, an STCW en-
dorsement valid for any period on or 
after February 1, 2002, will be issued or 
renewed only when the candidate for 
certification as a qualified member of 
the engine department also produces 
satisfactory evidence, on the basis of 
assessment of a practical demonstra-
tion of skills and abilities, of having 
achieved or maintained within the pre-
vious 5 years the minimum standards 
of competence for the following 4 areas 
of basic safety: 

(1) Personal survival techniques as 
set out in table A–VI/1–1 of the STCW 
Code (incorporated by reference in 
§ 12.01–3). 

(2) Fire prevention and fire-fighting 
as set out in table A–VI/1–2 of the 
STCW Code. 

(3) Elementary first aid as set out in 
table A–VI/1–3 of the STCW Code. 

(4) Personal safety and social respon-
sibilities as set out in table A–VI/1–4 of 
the STCW Code. 

(e) After July 31, 1998 an STCW en-
dorsement that is valid for any period 
on or after February 1, 2002, will be 
issued or renewed only when the can-
didate for certification as a qualified 
member of the engine department 
meets the standards of competence set 
out in STCW Regulation III/4 and Sec-
tion A–III/4 of the STCW Code, if the 
candidate will be serving as a rating 
forming part of a watch in a manned 
engine-room, or designated to perform 
duties in a periodically unmanned en-
gine-room, on a seagoing ship driven by 
main propulsion machinery of 750 kW 
[1,000 hp] propulsion power or more. 

[CGFR 65–50, 30 FR 16640, Dec. 30, 1965, as 
amended by CGD 95–062, 62 FR 34538, June 26, 
1997; USCG–2000–7790, 65 FR 58458, Sept. 29, 
2000; USCG–1999–5610, 67 FR 66069, Oct. 30, 
2002] 

§ 12.15–5 Physical requirements. 
(a) An applicant for a certificate of 

service as a qualified member of the 
engine department shall present a cer-
tificate of a medical officer of the 
United States Public Health Service, or 
other reputable physician attesting 

that his eyesight, hearing, and physical 
condition are such that he can perform 
the duties required of a qualified mem-
ber of the engine department. 

(b) The medical examination for 
qualified member of the engine depart-
ment is the same as for an original li-
cense as engineer, as set forth in 
§ 10.205 of this subchapter. If the appli-
cant is in possession of an unexpired li-
cense, the Officer in Charge, Marine In-
spection, may waive the requirement 
for a physical examination. 

(c) An applicant holding a certificate 
of service for a particular rating as 
qualified member of the engine depart-
ment and desiring certification for an-
other rating covered by this same form 
of certificate may qualify therefore 
without a physical examination unless 
the Officer in Charge, Marine Inspec-
tion, finds that the applicant obviously 
suffers from some physical or mental 
infirmity to a degree that would render 
him incompetent to perform the ordi-
nary duties of a qualified member of 
the engine department. In this event 
the applicant shall be required to un-
dergo an examination to determine his 
competency. 

[CGFR 65–50, 30 FR 16640, Dec. 30, 1965, as 
amended by USCG–1998–4442, 63 FR 52189, 
Sept. 30, 1998; USCG–2004–18884, 69 FR 58343, 
Sept. 30, 2004] 

§ 12.15–7 Service or training require-
ments. 

(a) An applicant for a certificate of 
service as qualified member of the en-
gine department shall furnish the 
Coast Guard proof of qualification 
based on six months’ service in a rating 
at least equal to that of wiper or coal 
passer. 

(b) Training programs approved by 
the Commanding Officer, National 
Maritime Center, may be substituted 
for the required service at sea in ac-
cordance with the following: 

(1) A graduate of a school ship may 
be rated as qualified member of the en-
gine department upon satisfactory 
completion of the course of instruc-
tion. For this purpose, school ship is in-
terpreted to mean an institution which 
offers a complete course of instruction, 
including a period of sea training, in 
the skills appropriate to the rating of 
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