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Subpart D—Inspection for 
Certification

§ 176.400 General. 
(a) An inspection is required before 

the issuance of a Certificate of Inspec-
tion. Such an inspection for certifi-
cation is not made until after receipt 
of the application for inspection re-
quired by § 176.105. 

(b) Upon receipt of a written applica-
tion for inspection, the cognizant OCMI 
assigns a marine inspector to inspect 
the vessel for compliance with this sub-
chapter at a time and place mutually 
agreed upon by the OCMI and the 
owner, managing operator, or rep-
resentative thereof. 

(c) The owner, managing operator, or 
a representative thereof shall be 
present during the inspection. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 953, Jan. 10, 1996; 61 FR 
20557, May 7, 1996, as amended at 62 FR 51356, 
Sept. 30, 1997]

§ 176.402 Initial inspection for certifi-
cation. 

(a) Before construction or conversion 
of a vessel intended for small passenger 
vessel service, the owner of the vessel 
shall submit plans, manuals, and cal-
culations indicating the proposed ar-
rangement, construction, and oper-
ations of the vessel, to the cognizant 
OCMI for approval, except when sub-
mitted to the Marine Safety Center 
(MSC) as allowed by part 177 of this 
subchapter. The plan, manuals, and 
calculations required to be submitted 
and the disposition of these plans are 
set forth in part 177, Subpart B of this 
chapter. 

(b) The initial inspection is con-
ducted to determine that the vessel 
and its equipment comply with appli-
cable regulations and that the vessel 
was built or converted in accordance 
with approved plans, manuals, and cal-
culations. Additionally, during the in-
spection, the materials, workmanship, 
and condition of all parts of the vessel 
and its machinery and equipment may 
be checked to determine if the vessel is 
satisfactory in all respects for the serv-
ice intended. 

(c) The owner or managing operator 
of a vessel shall ensure that the vessel 
complies with the laws and regulations 
applicable to the vessel and that the 

vessel is otherwise satisfactory for the 
intended service. The initial inspection 
may include an inspection of the fol-
lowing items: 

(1) The arrangement, installation, 
materials, and scantlings of the struc-
ture including the hull and super-
structure, yards, masts, spars, rigging, 
sails, piping, main and auxiliary ma-
chinery, pressure vessels, steering ap-
paratus, electrical installation, fire re-
sistant construction materials, life 
saving appliances, fire detecting and 
extinguishing equipment, pollution 
prevention equipment, and all other 
equipment; 

(2) Sanitary conditions and fire haz-
ards; and 

(3) Certificates and operating manu-
als, including certificates issued by the 
FCC. 

(d) During an initial inspection for 
certification the owner or managing 
operator shall conduct all tests and 
make the vessel available for all appli-
cable inspections discussed in this 
paragraph, and in Subpart H of this 
part, to the satisfaction of the cog-
nizant OCMI, including the following: 

(1) The installation of each rescue 
boat, liferaft, inflatable buoyant appa-
ratus, and launching appliance as list-
ed on its Certificate of Approval (Form 
CGHQ–10030). 

(2) The operation of each rescue boat 
and survival craft launching appliance 
required by part 180 of this chapter. 

(3) Machinery, fuel tanks, and pres-
sure vessels as required by part 182 of 
this chapter. 

(4) A stability test or a simplified 
stability test when required by § 170.175 
of this chapter or § 178.320 of this chap-
ter. 

(5) Watertight bulkheads as required 
by part 179 of this chapter. 

(6) Firefighting systems as required 
by part 181 of this chapter. 

(7) The operation of all smoke and 
fire detecting systems, and fire alarms 
and sensors.

§ 176.404 Subsequent inspections for 
certification. 

(a) An inspection for renewal of a 
Certificate of Inspection is conducted 
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to determine if the vessel is in satisfac-
tory condition, fit for the service in-
tended, and complies with all applica-
ble regulations. It normally includes 
inspection and testing of the structure, 
machinery, equipment, and on a sailing 
vessel, rigging and sails. The owner or 
operator must conduct all tests as re-
quired by the OCMI, and make the ves-
sel available for all specific inspections 
and drills required by subpart H of this 
part. In addition, the OCMI may re-
quire the vessel to get underway. 

(b) You must submit your written ap-
plication for renewal of a Certificate of 
Inspection to the OCMI at least 30 days 
prior to the expiration date of the Cer-
tificate of Inspection, as required in 
§ 176.105 of this part. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 953, Jan. 10, 1996; 61 FR 
20557, May 7, 1996; USCG–1999–4976, 65 FR 6508, 
Feb. 9, 2000; USCG–2003–14749, 68 FR 39315, 
July 1, 2003]

Subpart E—Reinspection
§ 176.500 When required. 

(a) Vessels carrying more than 12 
passengers on international voyages 
must undergo an inspection for certifi-
cation each year as specified in 
§ 176.404. 

(b) All other vessels must undergo an 
inspection for certification as specified 
in § 176.404 and annual inspection as 
specified in paragraph (b)(1) of this sec-
tion. 

(1) Annual inspection. Your vessel 
must undergo an annual inspection 
within the 3 months before or after 
each anniversary date. 

(i) You must contact the cognizant 
OCMI to schedule an inspection at a 
time and place which he or she ap-
proves. No written application is re-
quired. 

(ii) The scope of the annual inspec-
tion is the same as the inspection for 
certification but in less detail unless 
the cognizant marine inspector finds 
deficiencies or determines that a major 
change has occurred since the last in-
spection. If deficiencies are found or a 
major change to the vessel has oc-
curred, the marine inspector will con-
duct an inspection more detailed in 
scope to ensure that the vessel is in 
satisfactory condition and fit for the 
service for which it is intended. If your 

vessel passes the annual inspection, the 
marine inspector will endorse your cur-
rent Certificate of Inspection. 

(iii) If the annual inspection reveals 
deficiencies in your vessel’s mainte-
nance, you must make any or all re-
pairs or improvements within the time 
period specified by the OCMI. 

(iv) Nothing in this subpart limits 
the marine inspector from conducting 
such tests or inspections he or she 
deems necessary to be assured of the 
vessel’s seaworthiness. 

(2) [Reserved] 

[USCG–1999–4976, 65 FR 6508, Feb. 9, 2000]

§ 176.502 Certificate of Inspection: 
Conditions of validity. 

To maintain a valid Certificate of In-
spection, you must complete your an-
nual inspection within the periods 
specified in § 176.500(b)(1) and your Cer-
tificate of Inspection must be endorsed. 

[USCG–1999–4976, 65 FR 6508, Feb. 9, 2000]

Subpart F—Hull and Tailshaft 
Examinations

§ 176.600 Drydock and internal struc-
tural examination intervals. 

(a) The owner or managing operator 
shall make a vessel available for dry-
dock examinations, internal structural 
examinations, and underwater surveys 
(UWILD) required by this section. 

(b) If your vessel is operated on inter-
national voyages subject to SOLAS re-
quirements, it must undergo a drydock 
examination once every 12 months un-
less it has been approved to undergo an 
underwater survey (UWILD) per 
§ 176.615 of this part. If the vessel be-
comes due for a drydock examination 
or an internal structural examination 
during the voyage, it may lawfully 
complete the voyage prior to the exam-
ination if it undergoes the required ex-
amination upon completion of the voy-
age to the United States but not later 
than 30 days after the examination was 
due. If the vessel is due for an examina-
tion within 15 days of sailing on an 
international voyage from the United 
States port, it must undergo the re-
quired examination before sailing. 

(c) If your vessel is not operated on 
international voyages and does not 
meet the conditions in paragraph (d) of 
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