
231

Coast Guard, DHS § 177.600 

doors and passageways used as means 
of escape from a space must not be less 
than 8.4 millimeters (0.333 inches) mul-
tiplied by the number of passengers for 
which the space is designed. 

(g) A dead end passageway, or the 
equivalent, of more than 6.1 meters (20 
feet) in length is prohibited. 

(h) Each door, hatch, or scuttle, used 
as a means of escape, must be capable 
of being opened by one person, from ei-
ther side, in both light and dark condi-
tions. The method of opening a means 
of escape must be obvious, rapid, and of 
adequate strength. Handles and secur-
ing devices must be permanently in-
stalled and not capable of being easily 
removed. A door, hatch or scuttle must 
open towards the expected direction of 
escape from the space served. 

(i) A means of escape which is not 
readily apparent to a person from both 
inside and outside the space must be 
adequately marked in accordance with 
§ 185.606 of this chapter. 

(j) A ladder leading to a deck scuttle 
may not be used as a means of escape 
except: 

(1) On a vessel of not more than 19.8 
meters (65 feet) in length, a vertical 
ladder and a deck scuttle may be used 
as not more than one of the means of 
escape from passenger accommodation 
space; or 

(2) As not more than one of the 
means of escape from any crew accom-
modation space or work space. 

(k) Each ladder used as a means of es-
cape must be mounted at least 180 mil-
limeters (7 inches) from the nearest 
permanent object in back of the ladder. 
Rungs must be: 

(1) At least 405 millimeters (16 
inches) in width; and 

(2) Not more than 305 millimeters (12 
inches) apart, and uniformly spaced for 
the length of the ladder with at least 
114 millimeters (4.5 inches) clearance 
above each rung. 

(l) When a deck scuttle serves as a 
means of escape, it must not be less 
than 455 millimeters (18 inches) in di-
ameter and must be fitted with a quick 
acting release and a holdback device to 
hold the scuttle in an open position. 

(m) Footholds, handholds, ladders, 
and similar means provided to aid es-
cape, must be suitable for use in emer-
gency conditions, of rigid construction, 

and permanently fixed in position, un-
less they can be folded, yet brought 
into immediate service in an emer-
gency. 

(n) On a vessel of not more than 19.8 
meters (65 feet) in length, a window or 
windshield of sufficient size and proper 
accessibility may be used as one of the 
required means of escape from an en-
closed space, provided it: 

(1) Does not lead directly overboard; 
(2) Can be opened or is designed to be 

kicked or pushed out; and 
(3) Is suitably marked. 
(o) Only one means of escape is re-

quired from a space where: 
(1) The space has a deck area less 

than 30 square meters (322 square feet); 
(2) There is no stove, heater, or other 

source of fire in the space; 
(3) The means of escape is located as 

far as possible from a machinery space 
or fuel tank; and 

(4) If an accommodation space, the 
single means of escape does not include 
a deck scuttle or a ladder. 

(p) Alternative means of escape from 
spaces may be provided if acceptable to 
the cognizant OCMI. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 961, Jan. 10, 1996; 62 FR 
64306, Dec. 5, 1997]

Subpart F—Ventilation

§ 177.600 Ventilation of enclosed and 
partially enclosed spaces. 

(a) An enclosed or partially enclosed 
space within a vessel must be ade-
quately ventilated in a manner suit-
able for the purpose of the space. 

(b) A power ventilation system must 
be capable of being shut down from the 
pilot house. 

(c) An enclosed passenger or crew ac-
commodation space and any other 
space occupied by a crew member on a 
regular basis must be ventilated by a 
power ventilation system unless nat-
ural ventilation in all ordinary weath-
er conditions is satisfactory to the 
OCMI. 

(d) An exhaust duct over a frying vat 
or a grill must be of at least 11 U.S. 
Standard Gauge steel. 

(e) Combustibles and other foreign 
materials are not allowed within ven-
tilation ducts. However, metal piping 
and electrical wiring installed in a 
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metal protective enclosure may be in-
stalled within ventilation ducts, pro-
vided that the piping or the wiring does 
not interfere with the operation of fire 
dampers. Electrical wiring and piping 
may not be installed in an exhaust 
duct over a frying vat or grill. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 961, Jan. 10, 1996, as 
amended at 62 FR 51356, Sept. 30, 1997]

§ 177.620 Ventilation of machinery and 
fuel tank spaces. 

In addition to the requirements of 
this subpart, ventilation systems for 
spaces containing machinery or fuel 
tanks must comply with the require-
ments of part 182 of this chapter.

Subpart G—Crew Spaces
§ 177.700 General requirements. 

(a) A crew accommodation space and 
a work space must be of sufficient size, 
adequate construction, and with suit-
able equipment to provide for the safe 
operation of the vessel and the protec-
tion and accommodation of the crew in 
a manner practicable for the size, fa-
cilities, service, route, speed, and 
modes of operation of the vessel. 

(b) The deck above a crew accommo-
dation space must be located above the 
deepest load waterline.

§ 177.710 Overnight accommodations. 
Overnight accommodations must be 

provided for all crew members if the 
vessel is operated more than 12 hours 
in a 24 hour period, unless the crew is 
put ashore and the vessel is provided 
with a new crew. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 961, Jan. 10, 1996, as 
amended by CGD 97–057, 62 FR 51050, Sept. 30, 
1997]

Subpart H—Passenger 
Accommodations

§ 177.800 General requirements. 
(a) All passenger accommodations 

must be arranged and equipped to pro-
vide for the safety of the passengers in 
consideration of the route, modes of 
operation, and speed of the vessel. 

(b) The height of ceilings in a pas-
senger accommodation space, including 
aisles and passageways, must be at 
least 1,880 millimeters (74 inches), but 

may be reduced at the sides of a space 
to allow the camber, wiring, ventila-
tion ducts, and piping. 

(c) A passenger accommodation space 
must be maintained to minimize fire 
and safety hazards and to preserve san-
itary conditions. Aisles must be kept 
clear of obstructions. 

(d) A passenger accommodation space 
must not contain: 

(1) Electrical generation equipment 
or transformers, high temperature 
parts, pipelines, rotating assemblies, or 
any other item that could injure a pas-
senger, unless such an item is ade-
quately shielded or isolated; and 

(2) A control for operating the vessel, 
unless the control is so protected and 
located that operation of the vessel by 
a crew member will not be impeded by 
a passenger during normal or emer-
gency operations. 

(e) The deck above a passenger ac-
commodation space must be located 
above the deepest load waterline. 

(f) A variation from a requirement of 
this subpart may be authorized by the 
cognizant OCMI for an unusual ar-
rangement or design provided there is 
no significant reduction of space, ac-
cessibility, safety, or sanitation.

§ 177.810 Overnight accommodations. 

(a) A berth must be provided for each 
passenger authorized to be carried in 
overnight accommodation spaces. Each 
berth must measure at least 1,880 milli-
meters (74 inches) by 610 millimeters 
(24 inches) and have at least 610 milli-
meters (24 inches) of clear space above. 

(b) Berths must not be located more 
than three high and must be con-
structed of wood, fiber reinforced plas-
tic, or metal. A berth located more 
than 1520 millimeters (60 inches) above 
the deck must be fitted with a suitable 
aid for access. 

(c) The construction and arrange-
ment of berths and other furniture 
must allow free and unobstructed ac-
cess to each berth. Each berth must be 
immediately adjacent to an aisle lead-
ing to a means of escape from the ac-
commodation space. An aisle alongside 
a berth must be at least 610 millime-
ters (24 inches) wide. An aisle joining 
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