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PART 178—INTACT STABILITY AND 
SEAWORTHINESS

Subpart A—General Provisions

Sec.
178.115 Applicability to existing vessels.

Subpart B—Stability Instructions for 
Operating Personnel

178.210 Stability information. 
178.220 Stability booklet. 
178.230 Stability letter or Certificate of In-

spection stability details.

Subpart C—Intact Stability Standards

178.310 Applicability based on length and 
passenger capacity. 

178.320 Intact stability requirements. 
178.325 Intact stability requirements for a 

sailing vessel. 
178.330 Simplified stability proof test. 
178.340 Stability standards for pontoon ves-

sels on protected waters.

Subpart D—Drainage of Weather Decks

178.410 Drainage of flush deck vessels. 
178.420 Drainage of cockpit vessels. 
178.430 Drainage of well deck vessels. 
178.440 Drainage of open boats. 
178.450 Calculation of drainage area for 

cockpit and well deck vessels.

Subpart E—Special Installations

178.510 Ballast.
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Subpart A—General Provisions

§ 178.115 Applicability to existing ves-
sels. 

An existing vessel must comply with 
the intact stability and seaworthiness 
regulations which were applicable to 
the vessel on March 10, 1996, or, as an 
alternative, the vessel may comply 
with the regulations in this part.

Subpart B—Stability Instructions for 
Operating Personnel

§ 178.210 Stability information. 
(a) Stability information (stability 

details indicated on the Certificate of 

Inspection, a stability letter, or a sta-
bility booklet) is required on certain 
vessels by paragraphs (b) or (c) of this 
section. Enough stability information, 
including stability calculations and as-
sumptions made to use them, must be 
provided to allow the master to be able 
to determine operating guidelines, 
loading restrictions, and ensure com-
pliance with the applicable intact and 
damage stability regulations of this 
chapter. 

(b) A vessel which, under § 178.310, 
must comply with requirements in sub-
chapter S of this chapter, must have 
stability details on the vessel’s Certifi-
cate of Inspection, a stability letter 
issued by the cognizant Officer in 
Charge, Marine Inspection (OCMI) or 
the Commanding Officer, Marine Safe-
ty Center, or an approved stability 
booklet. The form in which the sta-
bility information must be contained 
(i.e., stability details on the Certificate 
of Inspection, a stability letter, or a 
stability booklet) will be determined 
by the Commanding Officer, Marine 
Safety Center. 

(c) When necessary for safe oper-
ation, the cognizant OCMI may place 
specific stability restrictions in a sta-
bility letter or on the Certificate of In-
spection of a vessel of not more than 
19.8 meters (65 feet) in length, which, 
under § 178.310 of this part, must com-
ply with the requirements of § 178.320 of 
this part.

§ 178.220 Stability booklet. 

When the Commanding Officer, Ma-
rine Safety Center determines, in ac-
cordance with § 178.210(b), that a vessel 
must have a stability booklet, the 
owner or operator must prepare the 
booklet in accordance with subchapter 
S of this chapter, and submit it to the 
Commanding Officer, Marine Safety 
Center.

§ 178.230 Stability letter or Certificate 
of Inspection stability details. 

(a) When the cognizant OCMI or the 
Commanding Officer, Marine Safety 
Center determines, in accordance with 
§ 178.210, that a vessel must have sta-
bility details indicated on its Certifi-
cate of Inspection or a stability letter, 
the owner or operator must submit the 
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