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Coast Guard, DHS § 199.178

TABLE 199.175—SURVIVAL CRAFT EQUIPMENT—Continued

Item 
No. Item 

International voyage Short international voyage 

Lifeboat 

Rigid life-
raft 

(SOLAS 
A pack) 

Rescue 
boat Lifeboat 

Rigid life-
raft 

(SOLAS 
B pack) 

Rescue 
boat 

41 Whistle ............................................................ 1 1 1 1 1 1

Notes:
1 Each liferaft equipped for 13 persons or more must carry two of these items. 
2 Not required for boats of self-bailing design. 
3 Not required for inflated or rigid-inflated rescue boats. 
4 A hatchet counts towards this requirement in rigid rescue boats. 
5 Oars are not required on a free-fall lifeboat; a unit of oars means the number of oars specified by the boat manufacturer. 
6 Rescue boats may substitute buoyant paddles for oars, as specified by the manufacturer. 
7 Not required for a rigid rescue boat. 
8 Required if specified by the boat manufacturer. 
9 Sufficient thermal protective aids are required for at least 10% of the persons the survival craft is equipped to carry, but not 

less than two. 
10 Required only if the lifeboat is also the rescue boat. 

[CGD 84–069, 61 FR 25313, May 20, 1996; 61 FR 40281, Aug. 1, 1996; 63 FR 52819, Oct. 1, 1998; USCG–
1999–6216, 64 FR 53229, Oct. 1, 1999; USCG–2000–7790, 65 FR 58465, Sept. 29, 2000; USCG–2004–18884, 
69 FR 58352, Sept. 30, 2004]

§ 199.176 Markings on lifesaving appli-
ances. 

(a) Lifeboats and rescue boats. Each 
lifeboat and rescue boat must be plain-
ly marked as follows: 

(1) Each side of each lifeboat and res-
cue boat bow must be marked in block 
capital letters and numbers with— 

(i) The name of the vessel; and 
(ii) The name of the port required to 

be marked on the stern of the vessel to 
meet the requirements of subpart 67.123 
of this chapter. 

(2) The number of persons for which 
the boast is equipped must be clearly 
marked, preferably on the bow, in per-
manent characters. The number of per-
sons for which the boat is equipped 
must not exceed the number of persons 
shown on its nameplate. 

(3) The number of the boat and a 
means of identifying the vessel to 
which the boat belongs, such as the 
vessel’s name, must be plainly marked 
or painted so that the markings are 
visible from above the boat. 

(4) The Type II retro-reflective mate-
rial approved under approval series 
164.018 must be placed on the boat to 
meet the arrangement requirements in 
IMO Resolution A.658(16). 

(b) Rigid liferafts. Each rigid liferaft 
must be marked as follows: 

(1) The name of the vessel must be 
marked on each rigid liferaft. 

(2) The name of the port required to 
be marked on the stern of the vessel to 

meet the requirements of § 67.123 of this 
chapter must be marked on each rigid 
liferaft. 

(3) The rigid liferaft must be marked 
with the words ‘‘SOLAS A pack’’ or 
‘‘SOLAS B pack’’, to reflect the pack 
inside. 

(4) The length of the painter must be 
marked on each rigid liferaft. 

(5) At each entrance of each rigid 
liferaft, the number of persons for 
which the rigid liferaft is equipped 
must be marked in letters and numbers 
at least 100 millimeters (4 inches) high 
and in a color contrasting to that of 
the liferaft. The number of persons for 
which the liferaft is equipped must not 
exceed the number of persons shown on 
its nameplate. 

[CGD 84–69, 61 FR 52313, May 20, 1996, as 
amended at 63 FR 52819, Oct. 1, 1998]

§ 199.178 Marking of stowage loca-
tions. 

(a) Containers, brackets, racks, and 
other similar stowage locations for 
lifesaving equipment must be marked 
with symbols in accordance with IMO 
Resolution A.760(18) indicating the de-
vice stowed in that location. 

(b) If more than one device is stowed 
in a location, the number of devices 
stowed must be indicated. 

(c) Survival craft should be numbered 
consecutively starting from the ves-
sel’s bow. Survival craft on the star-
board side should be numbered with 
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odd numerals and survival craft on the 
port side should be numbered with even 
numerals. 

(d) Each liferaft stowage location 
should be marked with the capacity of 
the liferaft stowed there.

§ 199.180 Training and drills. 
(a) Training materials. Training mate-

rial must be on board each vessel and 
must consist of a manual of one or 
more volumes written in easily under-
stood terms and illustrated wherever 
possible, or of audiovisual training 
aids, or of both as follows: 

(1) If a training manual is used, a 
copy must be in each crew messroom 
and recreation room or in each crew 
cabin. If audiovisual training aids are 
used, they must be incorporated into 
the onboard training sessions described 
in paragraph (g) of this section. 

(2) The training material must ex-
plain in detail— 

(i) The procedure for donning life-
jackets, immersion suits, and anti-ex-
posure suits carried on board; 

(ii) The procedure for mustering at 
the assigned stations; 

(iii) The procedure for boarding, 
launching, and clearing the survival 
craft and rescue boats; 

(iv) The method of launching from 
within the survival craft; 

(v) The procedure for releasing sur-
vival craft from launching appliances; 

(vi) The method and use of water 
spray systems in launching areas when 
such systems are required for the pro-
tection of aluminum survival craft or 
launching appliances; 

(vii) The illumination in the launch-
ing areas; 

(viii) The use of all survival equip-
ment; 

(ix) The use of all detection equip-
ment for the location of survivors or 
survival craft; 

(x) With the assistance of illustra-
tions, the use of radio lifesaving appli-
ances; 

(xi) The use of sea anchors; 
(xii) The use of the survival craft en-

gine and accessories; 
(xiii) The recovery of survival craft 

and rescue boats, including stowage 
and securing; 

(xiv) The hazards of exposure and the 
need for warm clothing; 

(xv) The best use of the survival craft 
for survival; 

(xvi) The methods of retrieval, in-
cluding the use of helicopter rescue 
gear such as slings, baskets, and 
stretchers; the use of breeches-buoy 
and shore lifesaving apparatus; and the 
use of the vessel’s line-throwing appa-
ratus; 

(xvii) All other functions contained 
in the muster list and emergency in-
structions; and 

(xviii) The instructions for emer-
gency repair of the lifesaving appli-
ances. 

(b) Familiarity with emergency proce-
dures. (1) Every crewmember with 
emergency duties assigned on the mus-
ter list must be familiar with their as-
signed duties before the voyage begins. 

(2) On a vessel engaged on voyage 
when the passengers or special per-
sonnel are scheduled to be on board for 
more than 24 hours, musters of the pas-
sengers and special personnel must 
take place within 24 hours after their 
embarkation. Passengers and special 
personnel must be instructed in the use 
of the lifejackets and the action to 
take in an emergency. 

(3) Whenever new passengers or spe-
cial personnel embark, a safety brief-
ing must be given immediately before 
sailing or immediately after sailing. 
The briefing must include the instruc-
tions required by § 199.80 and must be 
made by means of an announcement in 
one or more languages likely to be un-
derstood by the passengers and special 
personnel. The announcement must be 
made on the vessel’s public address sys-
tem or by other equivalent means like-
ly to be heard by the passengers and 
special personnel who have not yet 
heard it during the voyage. The brief-
ing may be included in the muster re-
quired by paragraph (b)(2) of this sec-
tion if the muster is held immediately 
upon departure. Information cards or 
posters, or video programs displayed on 
the vessel video displays, may be used 
to supplement the briefing, but may 
not be used to replace the announce-
ment. 

(c) Drills—general. (1) Drills must, as 
far as practicable, be conducted as if 
there were an actual emergency. 

(2) Every crewmember must partici-
pate in at least one abandon-ship drill 
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