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(b) Except for a vessel rigged with 
gear that provides a radar signature 
from a distance of 6 miles, each non-
metallic hull vessel must have a radar 
reflector. 

§ 28.240 General alarm system. 
(a) Except as provided in paragraph 

(f) of this section, each vessel with an 
accommodation space or a work space 
which is not adjacent to the operating 
station, must have an audible general 
alarm system with a contact-maker at 
the operating station suitable for noti-
fying individuals on board in the event 
of an emergency. 

(b) The general alarm system must 
be capable of notifying an individual in 
any accommodation space or work 
space where they may normally be em-
ployed. 

(c) In a work space where background 
noise makes a general alarm system 
difficult to hear, a flashing red light 
must also be installed. 

(d) Each general alarm bell and flash-
ing red light must be identified with 
red lettering at least 1⁄2 inch (13 milli-
meters) high as follows: 

Attention 

General Alarm—When Alarm Sounds Go to 
Your Station. 

(e) A general alarm system must be 
tested prior to operation of the vessel 
and at least once each week thereafter. 

(f) A public address system or other 
means of alerting all individuals on 
board may be used in lieu of a general 
alarm system provided it complies 
with paragraphs (b), (c), and (e) of this 
section and can be activated from the 
operating station. 

[CGD 88–079, 56 FR 40393, Aug. 14, 1991, as 
amended by CGD 95–012, 60 FR 48048, Sept. 18, 
1995] 

§ 28.245 Communication equipment. 
(a) Except as provided in paragraphs 

(b) through (e) of this section, each ves-
sel must be equipped as follows. 

(1) Each vessel must be equipped with 
a VHF radiotelephone capable of trans-
mitting and receiving on the frequency 
or frequencies within the 156–162 MHz 
band necessary to communicate with a 
public coast station or U.S. Coast 
Guard station serving the area in 
which the vessel is operating. 

(2) Each vessel that operates more 
than 20 miles from the coastline, in ad-
dition to the VHF radiotelephone re-
quired by paragraph (a)(1) of this sec-
tion, must be equipped with a radio-
telephone transceiver capable of trans-
mitting and receiving on frequencies in 
the 2–4 MHz band necessary to commu-
nicate with a public coast station or 
U.S. Coast Guard station serving the 
area in which the vessel is operating. 

(3) Each vessel that operates more 
than 100 miles from the coastline, in 
addition to the communication equip-
ment required by paragraph (a)(1) of 
this section must be equipped with a 
radiotelephone transceiver capable of 
transmitting and receiving on fre-
quencies in the 2–27.5 MHz band nec-
essary to communicate with a public 
coast station or U.S. Coast Guard sta-
tion serving the area in which the ves-
sel is operating. 

(4) Each vessel that operates in wa-
ters contiguous to Alaska where no 
public coast station or U.S. Coast 
Guard station is within communica-
tions range of a VHF radio transceiver 
operating on the 156–162 MHz band or 
the 2–4 MHz band, in addition to the 
VHF radio communication equipment 
required by paragraph (a)(1) of this sec-
tion, must be equipped with a radio-
telephone transceiver capable of trans-
mitting and receiving on frequencies in 
the 2–27.5 MHz band necessary to com-
municate with a public coast station or 
a U.S. Coast Guard station serving the 
area in which the vessel is operating. 

(b) A single radio transceiver capable 
of meeting the requirements of para-
graphs (a) (2) and (3), or paragraphs (a) 
(2), (3), and (4) of this section, is accept-
able. 

(c) Satellite communication capa-
bility with the system servicing the 
area in which the vessel is operating is 
acceptable as an alternative to the re-
quirements of paragraphs (a)(2), (a)(3), 
or (a)(4) of this section. 

(d) A cellular telephone capable of 
communicating with a public coast sta-
tion or a U.S. Coast Guard station serv-
ing the area in which the vessel is oper-
ating is acceptable as an alternative to 
the requirements of paragraphs (a)(2), 
(a)(3), or (a)(4) of this section. 
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