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Coast Guard, DHS § 31.01–5 

Subpart 31.30—Marine Engineering 

31.30–1 Marine engineering regulations and 
material specifications—TB/ALL. 

Subpart 31.35—Electrical Engineering 

31.35–1 Electrical installations, lighting and 
power equipment, batteries, etc.—TB/ 
ALL. 

31.35–5 Communications; alarm systems, 
telephone and voice tube systems, engine 
telegraph systems, etc.—TB/ALL. 

Subpart 31.36—Lifesaving Appliances and 
Arrangements 

31.36–1 Lifesaving appliances and arrange-
ments—TB/ALL. 

Subpart 31.40—Certificates Under Inter-
national Convention for Safety of Life 
at Sea, 1974 

31.40–1 Application—T/ALL. 
31.40–5 Cargo Ship Safety Construction Cer-

tificate—T/ALL. 
31.40–10 Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Cer-

tificate—T/ALL. 
31.40–15 Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certifi-

cate—T/ALL. 
31.40–25 Exemption Certificate—T/ALL. 
31.40–30 Safety Management Certificate—T/ 

ALL. 
31.40–35 Availability of certificates. 
31.40–40 Duration of Convention certifi-

cates—T/ALL. 
31.40–45 American Bureau of Shipping—T/ 

ALL. 

AUTHORITY: 33 U.S.C. 1321(j); 46 U.S.C. 2103, 
3205, 3306, 3307, 3703; 46 U.S.C. Chapter 701; 49 
U.S.C. 5103, 5106; E.O. 12234, 45 FR 58801, 3 
CFR, 1980 Comp., p. 277; E.O. 12777, 56 FR 
54757, 3 CFR, 1991 Comp., p. 351; Department 
of Homeland Security Delegation No. 0170.1. 
Section 31.10–21 also issued under the author-
ity of Sect. 4109, Pub. L. 101–380, 104 Stat. 515. 

SOURCE: CGFR 65–50, 30 FR 16662, Dec. 30, 
1965, unless otherwise noted. 

Subpart 31.01—General 
§ 31.01–1 Inspections required—TB/ 

ALL. 
(a) Every tank vessel subject to the 

regulations in this subchapter shall be 
inspected every 5 years or more often, 
if necessary, by the Coast Guard to see 
that the hull, boilers, machinery, 
equipment, apparatus for storage, and 
appliances of the vessel comply with 
marine inspection laws, and the regula-
tions in this subchapter, and when ap-
plicable, subchapters E, F, J, O, Q, S, 

and W of this chapter and 33 CFR parts 
155 and 157. 

(b) Tank vessels which are laid up, 
dismantled, and out of commission are 
exempt from inspections required by 
law or regulations in this subchapter, 
provided that such vessels are cleaned 
of all cargo residue and maintained in 
a gas free condition. 

(c) For inspection and tests of tanks 
containing certain dangerous cargoes 
in bulk, see part 98 and subchapter O of 
this chapter. 

[CGFR 65–50, 30 FR 16662, Dec. 30, 1965, as 
amended by CGFR 70–10, 35 FR 3709, Feb. 25, 
1970; CGD 80–009, 48 FR 36458, Aug. 11, 1983; 
CGD 79–023, 48 FR 51006, Nov. 4, 1983; CGD 84– 
069, 61 FR 25286, May 20, 1996; CGD 97–057, 62 
FR 51043, Sept. 30, 1997; USCG–1999–4976, 65 
FR 6499, Feb. 9, 2000] 

§ 31.01–3 Alternate compliance. 
(a) In place of compliance with other 

applicable provisions of this sub-
chapter, the owner or operator of a ves-
sel subject to plan review and inspec-
tion under this subchapter for initial 
issuance or renewal of a Certificate of 
Inspection may comply with the Alter-
nate Compliance Program provisions of 
part 8 of this chapter. 

(b) For the purposes of this section, a 
list of authorized classification soci-
eties, including information for order-
ing copies of approved classification so-
ciety rules and supplements, is avail-
able from Commandant (G–MSE), 2100 
Second St., SW., Washington, DC 20593– 
0001; telephone (202) 267–2988; or fax 
(202) 267–4816. Approved classification 
society rules and supplements are in-
corporated by reference into 46 CFR 
8.110(b). 

[CGD 95–010, 62 FR 67536, Dec. 24, 1997, as 
amended by USCG–1999–5004, 64 FR 30439, 
June 8, 1999; USCG–2004–18884, 69 FR 58345, 
Sept. 30, 2004] 

§ 31.01–5 Scope of initial inspection— 
TB/ALL. 

The initial inspection, which may 
consist of a series of inspections during 
the construction of a vessel, shall in-
clude a complete inspection of the 
structure, including the outside of the 
vessel’s bottom, the machinery, unfired 
pressure vessels, equipment and the in-
side and outside of the boilers. The in-
spection shall be such as to insure that 
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the arrangements, material, and 
scantlings of the structure, boilers and 
other pressure vessels and their appur-
tenances, piping, main and auxiliary 
machinery, electrical installations, 
lifesaving appliances, fire-detecting 
and extinguishing equipment, pilot 
boarding equipment and other equip-
ment fully comply with the applicable 
regulations for such vessel and are in 
accordance with approved plans, and 
determine that the vessel is in posses-
sion of a valid certificate issued by the 
Federal Communications Commission, 
if any. The inspection shall be such as 
to ensure that the workmanship of all 
parts of the vessel and its equipment is 
in all respects satisfactory and that 
the vessel is provided with lights, 
means of making sound signals, and 
distress signals as required by applica-
ble statutes and regulations. 

[CGFR 65–50, 30 FR 16662, Dec. 30, 1965, as 
amended by CGFR 68–32, 33 FR 5712, Apr. 12, 
1968; CGFR 68–82, 33 FR 18804, Dec. 18, 1968; 
CGD 82–036, 48 FR 654, Jan. 6, 1983; CGD 79– 
032, 49 FR 25455, June 21, 1984; CGD 95–012, 60 
FR 48049, Sept. 18, 1995] 

§ 31.01–10 Authority of marine inspec-
tors—TB/ALL. 

Inspectors may at any time lawfully 
inspect any tank vessel. 

§ 31.01–15 Application for a Certificate 
of inspection—TB/ALL. 

(a) You must submit a written appli-
cation for an inspection for certifi-
cation to the cognizant OCMI. To 
renew a Certificate of Inspection, you 
must submit an application at least 30 
days before the expiration of the tank 
vessel’s current Certificate of Inspec-
tion. When renewing a Certificate of 
Inspection, you must schedule an in-
spection for certification within the 3 
months before the expiration date of 
the current Certificate of Inspection. 

(b) The application should be on 
Form CG–3752, Application for Inspec-
tion of U.S. Vessel, which requires in-
formation on name and type of vessel, 
nature of employment and route in 
which to be operated, grade or type of 
cargo to be carried, place where and 
date when the vessel may be inspected, 
and that no other application has been 
made to any Officer in Charge, Marine 

Inspection, since the issuance of the 
last valid certificate of inspection. 

[CGFR 65–50, 30 FR 16662, Dec. 30, 1965, as 
amended by USCG–1999–4976, 65 FR 6499, Feb. 
9, 2000] 

§ 31.01–20 Application for inspection of 
a new tank vessel or conversion of 
a vessel to a tank vessel—TB/ALL. 

Prior to the commencement of the 
construction of any new tank vessel, or 
prior to the commencement of the con-
version of any vessel to a tank vessel, 
application for the approval of contract 
plans and specifications and for a cer-
tificate of inspection shall be made in 
writing to the Coast Guard and no such 
construction or conversion shall be 
proceeded with until such approval is 
granted. (See § 31.10–1.) 

Subpart 31.05—Certificates of 
Inspection 

§ 31.05–1 Issuance of certificate of in-
spection—TB/ALL. 

(a) When a tank vessel is found to 
comply with all applicable regulations, 
including the applicable provisions of 
subchapters E, F, J, O, Q, S, and W of 
this chapter and of 33 CFR parts 104, 
155, and 157, the Officer in Charge, Ma-
rine Inspection will issue a certificate 
of inspection to the vessel or to its 
owners. 

(b) Certificates of inspection for tank 
vessels shall be similar in form to cer-
tificates issued to other cargo vessels, 
and in addition to the manning re-
quirements and waters over which they 
may be operated, they shall be appro-
priately endorsed Inspected and ap-
proved for the carriage of flammable or 
combustible liquids of Grade A, B, C, D, 
or E (as the case may be), and such en-
dorsement shall serve as a permit for 
such vessel to operate. The endorse-
ment for the carriage of liquefied flam-
mable gases is set forth in § 38.01–5 of 
this subchapter. 

(c) The certificate of inspection shall 
be delivered to the master or owner of 
the tank vessel to which it relates. 

[CGFR 65–50, 30 FR 16662, Dec. 30, 1965, as 
amended by CGD 73–96, 42 FR 49024, Sept. 26, 
1977; CGD 79–023, 48 FR 51006, Nov. 4, 1983; 
CGD 84–069, 61 FR 25286, May 20, 1996; USCG– 
2003–14749, 68 FR 39314, July 1, 2003] 
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