§31.10-17a

(4) Nothing in this subpart limits the
marine inspector from conducting such
tests or inspections he or she deems
necessary to be assured of the vessel’s
seaworthiness.

(b) Periodic inspection. Your vessel
must undergo a periodic inspection
within 3 months before or after the sec-
ond or third anniversary of the date of
your vessel’s Certificate of Inspection.
This periodic inspection will take the
place of an annual inspection.

(1) You must contact the cognizant
OCMI to schedule an inspection at a
time and place which he or she ap-
proves. No written application is re-
quired.

(2) The scope of the periodic inspec-
tion is the same as that for the inspec-
tion for certification, as specified in
§31.10-15(b). The OCMI will ensure that
the vessel is in satisfactory condition
and fit for the service for which it is in-
tended. If your vessel passes the peri-
odic inspection, the marine inspector
will endorse your vessel’s current Cer-
tificate of Inspection.

(3) If the periodic inspection reveals
deficiencies in your vessel’s mainte-
nance, you must make any or all re-
pairs or improvements within the time
period specified by the OCMI.

(4) Nothing in this subpart limits the
marine inspector from conducting such
tests or inspections he or she deems
necessary to be assured of the vessel’s
seaworthiness.

[USCG-1999-4976, 65 FR 6499, Feb. 9, 2000]

§31.10-17a Certificate of Inspection:
Conditions of validity.

To maintain a valid Certificate of In-
spection, you must complete your an-
nual and periodic inspections within
the periods specified in §31.10-17 (a) and
(b) and your Certificate of Inspection
must be endorsed.

[USCG-1999-4976, 65 FR 6500, Feb. 9, 2000]

§31.10-18 Firefighting
General—TB/ALL.

(a) It shall be the duty of the owner,
master, or person in charge of a tank
vessel to require and have performed at
least once in every 12 months, the tests
and inspections of all hand portable
fire extinguishers, semiportable fire ex-
tinguishing systems, and fixed fire ex-

equipment:
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tinguishing systems on board, as de-
scribed in paragraphs (b), (c), and (d) of
this section. The owner, master, or per-
son in charge shall keep records of such
tests and inspections showing the dates
when performed, the number and/or
other identification of each unit tested
and inspected, and the name(s) of the
person(s) and/or company conducting
the tests and inspections. Such records
shall be made available to the marine
inspector upon request and shall be
kept for the period of validity of the
vessel’s current certificate of inspec-
tion. Where practicable, these records
should be kept in or with the vessel’s
logbook. The conduct of these tests and
inspections does not relieve the owner,
master, or person in charge of his re-
sponsibility to maintain this fire-
fighting equipment in proper condition
at all times.

(b) The following tests and inspec-
tions of portable fire extinguishing
equipment shall be made:

TABLE 31.10-18(b)

Type unit Test

Soda acid ........cccceeeeeee Discharge. Clean hose and inside
of extinguisher thoroughly. Re-
charge.

Discharge. Clean hose and inside
of extinguisher thoroughly. Re-
charge.

Discharge. Clean hose and inside
of extinguisher thoroughly. Re-
charge with clean water or anti-
freeze.

Examine pressure cartridge and
replace if end is punctured or if
cartridge is otherwise deter-
mined to have leaked or to be in
unsuitable condition. Remove
liquid, clean hose and inside of
extinguisher  thoroughly.  Re-
charge with clean water, solu-
tion, or antifreeze. Insert
charged cartridge.

See that pressure gage is in oper-
ating range. If not, or if seal is
broken, weigh or otherwise de-
termine that full charge is in ex-
tinguisher. Recharge if pressure
is low or if extinguishing agent is
needed.

Weigh cylinders. Recharge if
weight loss exceeds 10 percent
of weight of charge. Inspect
hose and nozzle to be sure they
are clear.?

Pump tank (water or
antifreeze).

Cartridge operated
(water, antifreeze or
loaded stream).

Stored pressure (water,
antifreeze or loaded
stream).

Carbon dioxide ..............
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