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Subpart 32.02—Safety
Requirements

§32.02-1 Means of escape—T/ALL.

On all tankships where the plans and
arrangements will possibly permit, all
passageways leading to living quarters,
or places where anyone may be regu-
larly employed, shall be provided with
not less than two avenues of escape so
located that if one of such avenues is
not available another may be. The lo-
cality and arrangement of such addi-
tional means of escape shall be deter-
mined by the inspectors as will in their
judgment best carry out the purpose
for which this provision was made.

[CGFR 65-50, 30 FR 16671, Dec. 30, 1965. Redes-
ignated by CGD 88-032, 56 FR 35820, July 29,
1991]

§32.02-5 Communication between

deckhouses—TB/OCLB.

On all tank vessels where the dis-
tance between deckhouses is more than
46 meters (150 feet), a fixed means of fa-
cilitating communication between
both ends of the vessel, such as a raised
fore and aft bridge or side tunnels,
must be provided. Previously approved
arrangements may be retained so long
as they are maintained in satisfactory
condition to the satisfaction of the Of-
ficer in Charge, Marine Inspection.

[CGD 95-027, 61 FR 25997, May 23, 1996]

§32.02-10 Rails—TB/ALL.

(a) AIll tank vessels, except un-
manned tank barges, contracted for on
or after July 1, 1969, shall have effi-
cient guard rails or bulwarks on decks
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and bridges. The height of rails or bul-
warks shall be at least 39%2 inches from
the deck except that where this height
would interfere with the normal oper-
ation of the vessel, a lesser height may
be approved by the Commandant. At
exposed peripheries of the freeboard
and superstructure decks the rails
shall be in at least three courses in-
cluding the top. The opening below the
lowest course shall not be more than 9
inches. The courses shall not be more
than 15 inches apart. In the case of
ships with rounded gunwales, the guard
rail supports shall be placed on the flat
of the deck. On other decks and bridges
the rails shall be in at least two
courses, including the top, approxi-
mately evenly spaced. All rails shall
consist of solid or tubular sections or
chains or wire rope or a combination
thereof.

(b) Where it can be shown to the sat-
isfaction of the Commandant that a
vessel is engaged exclusively on voy-
ages of a sheltered nature, the provi-
sions of paragraph (a) of this section
may be relaxed.

(c) Tank vessels contracted for prior
to July 1, 1969, except unmanned tank
barges, assigned a deeper load line
under part 42 of subchapter E (Load
Lines) of this chapter shall have effi-
cient guard rails or bulwarks as re-
quired by paragraph (a) of this section.
Otherwise, existing rails and bulwarks
previously approved approved will be
considered satisfactory so long as they
are maintained in good condition.
Minor repairs and alterations may be
made to the same standards as the
original construction.

(d) All tank vessels in ocean and
coastwise service, except unmanned
tank barges, constructed on or after
June 15, 1987, must have suitable storm
rails installed in all passageways and
at the deckhouse sides on weather
decks where persons on board might
have normal access. Storm rails must
be installed on both sides of passage-
ways which are six feet or more in
width. Tank vessels to which this para-
graph applies constructed prior to June
15, 1987, may retain previously accepted
or approved installations so long as
they are maintained in good condition
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