Federal Communications Commission

records contain investigatory material
compiled for law enforcement purposes.

(Secs. 4(i) and 303(n), Communications Act of
1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. 154(i) and 303(n);
47 CFR 0.231(d))

[40 FR 44512, Sept. 26, 1975, as amended at 49
FR 13369, Apr. 4, 1984; 58 FR 11549, Feb. 26,
1993]

Subpart F—Meeting Procedures

AUTHORITY: Secs. 4, 303, 48 Stat., as amend-
ed, 1066, 1082; (47 U.S.C. 154, 303).

SOURCE: 42 FR 12867, Mar. 7, 1977, unless
otherwise noted.

§0.601 Definitions.

For purposes of this section:

(a) The term agency means:

(1) The Commission,

(2) A board of Commissioners (see
§0.212),

(3) The Telecommunications Com-
mittee (see §0.215), and

(4) Any other group of Commissioners
hereafter established by the Commis-
sion on a continuing or ad hoc basis
and authorized to act on behalf of the
Commission.

(b) The term meeting means the delib-
erations among a quorum of the Com-
mission, a Board of Commissioners, or
a quorum of a committee of Commis-
sioners, where such deliberations deter-
mine or result in the joint conduct or
disposition of official agency business,
except that the term does not include
deliberations to decide whether to an-
nounce a meeting with less than seven
days notice, or whether a meeting
should be open or closed. (The term in-
cludes conference telephone calls, but
does not include the separate consider-
ation of Commission business by Com-
missioners.) For purposes of this sub-
part each item on the agenda of a
meeting is considered a meeting or a
portion of a meeting.

[42 FR 12867, Mar. 7, 1977, as amended at 48
FR 56391, Dec. 21, 1983; 64 FR 2149, Jan. 13,
1999]

§0.602 Open meetings.

(a) All meetings shall be conducted
in accordance with the provisions of
this subpart.

(b) Except as provided in §0.603, every
portion of every meeting shall be open
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§0.603

to public observation. Observation does
not include participation or disruptive
conduct by observers, and persons en-
gaging in such conduct will be removed
from the meeting.

(c) The right of the public to observe
open meetings does not alter those
rules in this chapter which relate to
the filing of motions, pleadings, or
other documents. Unless such plead-
ings conform to the other procedural
requirements of this chapter, pleadings
based upon comments or discussions at
open meetings, as a general rule, will
not become part of the official record,
will receive no consideration, and no
further action by the Commission will
be taken thereon.

(d) Deliberations, discussions, com-
ments or observations made during the
course of open meetings do not them-
selves constitute action of the Com-
mission. Comments made by Commis-
sioners may be advanced for purposes
of discussion and may not reflect the
ultimate position of a Commissioner.

[42 FR 12867, Mar. 7, 1977, as amended at 45
FR 63491, Sept. 25, 1980]

§0.603 Bases for closing a meeting to
the public.

Except where the agency finds that
the public interest requires otherwise,
an agency or advisory committee
meeting may be closed to the public,
and information pertaining to such
meetings which would otherwise be dis-
closed to the public under §0.605 may
be withheld, if the agency determines
that an open meeting or the disclosure
of such information is likely to:

(a) Disclose matters that: (1) Are spe-
cifically authorized under criteria es-
tablished by executive order to be kept
secret in the interest of national de-
fense or foreign policy, and (2) are in
fact properly classified pursuant to
such executive order (see §0.457(a));

(b) Relate solely to the internal per-
sonnel rules and practices of an agency
(see §0.457(b));

(c) Disclose matters specifically ex-
empted from disclosure, by statute
(other than the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act, 5 U.S.C. 552). Provided, That
such statute (1) requires that the mat-
ters be withheld from the public in
such a manner as to leave no discretion



