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§ 1.948 Assignment of authorization or 
transfer of control, notification of 
consummation. 

(a) General. Except as provided in this 
section, authorizations in the Wireless 
Radio Services may be assigned by the 
licensee to another party, voluntarily 
or involuntarily, directly or indirectly, 
or the control of a licensee holding 
such authorizations may be trans-
ferred, only upon application to and ap-
proval by the Commission. 

(b) Limitations on transfers and assign-
ments. (1) A change from less than 50% 
ownership to 50% or more ownership 
shall always be considered a transfer of 
control. 

(2) In other situations a controlling 
interest shall be determined on a case- 
by-case basis considering the distribu-
tion of ownership, and the relation-
ships of the owners, including family 
relationships. 

(3) Designated Entities, as defined in 
§ 1.2110(a) of this part, must comply 
with §§ 1.2110 and 1.2111 of this part 
when seeking to assign or transfer con-
trol of an authorization. 

(4) Stations must meet all applicable 
requirements regarding transfers and 
assignments contained in the rules per-
taining to the specific service in which 
the station is licensed. 

(5) Licenses, permits, and authoriza-
tions for stations in the Amateur, 
Ship, Aircraft, Commercial Operator 
and Personal Radio Services (except 
218–219 MHz Service) may not be as-
signed or transferred, unless otherwise 
stated. 

(c) Application required. In the case of 
an assignment of authorization or 
transfer of control, the assignor must 
file an application for approval of the 
assignment on FCC Form 603. If the as-
signee or transferee is subject to the 
ownership reporting requirements of 
§ 1.2112, the assignee or transferee must 
also file an updated FCC Form 602 or 
certify that a current FCC Form 602 is 
on file. 

(1) In the case of a non-substantial 
(pro forma) transfer or assignment in-
volving a telecommunications carrier, 
as defined in § 153(44) of the Commu-
nications Act, filing of the Form 603 
and Commission approval in advance of 
the proposed transaction is not re-
quired, provided that: 

(i) the affected license is not subject 
to unjust enrichment provisions under 
subpart Q of this part; 

(ii) the transfer or assignment does 
not involve a proxy contest; and 

(iii) the transferee or assignee pro-
vides notice of the transaction by filing 
FCC Form 603 within 30 days of its 
completion, and provides any necessary 
updates of ownership information on 
FCC Form 602. 

(2) In the case of an involuntary as-
signment or transfer, FCC Form 603 
must be filed no later than 30 days 
after the event causing the involuntary 
assignment or transfer. 

(d) Notification of consummation. In all 
Wireless Radio Services, licensees are 
required to notify the Commission of 
consummation of an approved transfer 
or assignment using FCC Form 603. The 
assignee or transferee is responsible for 
providing this notification, including 
the date the transaction was con-
summated. For transfers and assign-
ments that require prior Commission 
approval, the transaction must be con-
summated and notification provided to 
the Commission within 180 days of pub-
lic notice of approval, and notification 
of consummation must occur no later 
than 30 days after actual consumma-
tion, unless a request for an extension 
of time to consummate is filed on FCC 
Form 603 prior to the expiration of this 
180-day period. For transfers and as-
signments that do not require prior 
Commission approval, notification of 
consummation must be provided on 
FCC Form 603 no later than 30 days 
after consummation, along with any 
necessary updates of ownership infor-
mation on FCC Form 602. 

(e) Partial assignment of authorization. 
If the authorization for some, but not 
all, of the facilities of a radio station 
in the Wireless Radio Services is as-
signed to another party, voluntarily or 
involuntarily, such action is a partial 
assignment of authorization. To re-
quest Commission approval of a partial 
assignment of authorization, the as-
signor must notify the Commission on 
FCC Form 603 of the facilities that will 
be deleted from its authorization upon 
consummation of the assignment. 

(f) Partitioning and disaggregation. 
Where a licensee proposes to partition 
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or disaggregate a portion of its author-
ization to another party, the applica-
tion will be treated as a request for 
partial assignment of authorization. 
The assignor must notify the Commis-
sion on FCC Form 603 of the geographic 
area or spectrum that will be deleted 
from its authorization upon con-
summation of the assignment. 

(g) Involuntary transfer and assign-
ment. In the event of the death or legal 
disability of a permittee or licensee, a 
member of a partnership, or a person 
directly or indirectly in control of a 
corporation which is a permittee or li-
censee, the Commission shall be noti-
fied promptly of the occurrence of such 
death or legal disability. Within 30 
days after the occurrence of such death 
or legal disability (except in the case of 
a ship or amateur station), an applica-
tion shall be filed for consent to invol-
untary assignment of such permit or li-
cense, or for involuntary transfer of 
control of such corporation, to a person 
or entity legally qualified to succeed to 
the foregoing interests under the laws 
of the place having jurisdiction over 
the estate involved. The procedures 
and forms to be used are the same pro-
cedures and forms as those specified in 
paragraph (b) of this section. In the 
case of Ship, aircraft, Commercial Op-
erator, Amateur, and Personal Radio 
Services (except for 218–219 MHz Serv-
ice) involuntary assignment of licenses 
will not be granted; such licenses shall 
be surrendered for cancellation upon 
the death or legal disability of the li-
censee. Amateur station call signs as-
signed to the station of a deceased li-
censee shall be available for reassign-
ment pursuant to § 97.19 of this chapter. 

(h) Disclosure requirements. Applicants 
for transfer or assignment of licenses 
in auctionable services must comply 
with the disclosure requirements of 
§§ 1.2111 and 1.2112 of this part. 

(i) Trafficking. Applications for ap-
proval of assignment or transfer may 
be reviewed by the Commission to de-
termine if the transaction is for pur-
poses of trafficking in service author-
izations. 

(1) Trafficking consists of obtaining 
or attempting to obtain an authoriza-
tion for the principal purpose of specu-
lation or profitable resale of the au-
thorization rather than for the provi-

sion of telecommunication services to 
the public or for the licensee’s own pri-
vate use. 

(2) The Commission may require sub-
mission of an affirmative, factual 
showing, supported by affidavit of per-
sons with personal knowledge thereof, 
to demonstrate that the assignor did 
not acquire the authorization for the 
principal purpose of speculation or 
profitable resale of the authorization. 
This showing may include, for example, 
a demonstration that the proposed as-
signment is due to changed cir-
cumstances (described in detail) affect-
ing the licensee after the grant of the 
authorization, or that the proposed as-
signment is incidental to a sale of 
other facilities or a merger of inter-
ests. 

(j) Streamlined processing for certain 
applications. Applications for assign-
ment of authorizations or transfer of 
control relating to the Wireless Radio 
Services identified in this subsection 
will be processed pursuant to stream-
lined approval procedures, as discussed 
herein. 

(1) Services eligible for streamlined proc-
essing. Applications for assignment of 
authorizations or transfers of control 
relating to the following services are 
subject to the streamlined approval 
processes: 

(i) The Paging and Radiotelephone 
Service (part 22 of this chapter); 

(ii) The Rural Radiotelephone Serv-
ice (part 22 of this chapter); 

(iii) The Air-Ground Radiotelephone 
Service (part 22 of this chapter); 

(iv) The Cellular Radiotelephone 
Service (part 22 of this chapter); 

(v) The Offshore Radiotelephone 
Service (part 22 of this chapter); 

(vi) The narrowband Personal Com-
munications Service (part 24 of this 
chapter); 

(vii) The broadband Personal Com-
munications Service (part 24 of this 
chapter); 

(viii) The Wireless Communications 
Service in the 698–746 MHz band (part 
27 of this chapter); 

(ix) The Wireless Communications 
Service in the 746–764 MHz and 776–794 
MHz bands (part 27 of this chapter); 

(x) The Wireless Communications 
Service in the 1390–1392 MHz band (part 
27 of this chapter); 
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(xi) The Wireless Communications 
Service in the paired 1392–1395 MHz and 
1432–1435 MHz bands (part 27 of this 
chapter); 

(xii) The Wireless Communications 
Service in the 1670–1675 MHz band (part 
27 of this chapter); 

(xiii) The Wireless Communications 
Service in the 2305–2320 and 2345–2360 
MHz bands (part 27 of this chapter); 

(xiv) The Wireless Communications 
Service in the 2385–2390 MHz band (part 
27 of this chapter); 

(xv) The VHF Public Coast Station 
service (part 80 of this chapter); 

(xvi) The 220 MHz Service (excluding 
public safety licensees) (part 90 of this 
chapter); 

(xvii) The Specialized Mobile Radio 
Service in the 800 MHz and 900 MHz 
bands (including exclusive use SMR li-
censes in the General Category chan-
nels) (part 90 of this chapter); 

(xviii) The Location and Monitoring 
Service (LMS) with regard to licenses 
for multilateration LMS systems (part 
90 of this chapter); 

(xix) Paging operations under part 90 
of this chapter; 

(xx) The Business and Industrial/ 
Land Transportation (B/ILT) channels 
in which the licensees hold exclusive 
use rights (part 90 of this chapter) (in-
cluding all B/ILT channels above 512 
MHz and those in the 470–512 MHz band 
where a licensee has achieved exclu-
sivity, but excluding B/ILT channels in 
the 470–512 MHz band where a licensee 
has not achieved exclusivity and those 
channels below 470 MHz, including 
those licensed pursuant to 47 CFR 
90.187(b)(2)(v)); 

(xxi) The 218–219 MHz band (part 95 of 
this chapter); 

(xxii) The Local Multipoint Distribu-
tion Service (part 101 of this chapter); 

(xxiii) The 24 GHz Band (part 101 of 
this chapter); 

(xxiv) The 39 GHz Band (part 101 of 
this chapter); 

(xxv) The Multiple Address Systems 
band (part 101 of this chapter); 

(xxvi) The Local Television Trans-
mission Service (part 101 of this chap-
ter); 

(xxvii) The Private-Operational 
Fixed Point-to-Point Microwave Serv-
ice (part 101 of this chapter); and, 

(xxviii) The Common Carrier Fixed 
Point-to-Point Microwave Service 
(part 101 of this chapter). 

(2) Streamlined approval procedures. (i) 
Applications, if sufficiently complete 
and the required application fee has 
been paid (see § 1.1102 of subpart G of 
this part), will be accepted for filing 
and will be placed on public notice, ex-
cept no prior public notice will be re-
quired for applications involving au-
thorizations in the Private Wireless 
Services, as specified in § 1.933(d)(9). 

(ii) Petitions to deny filed in accord-
ance with section 309(d) of the Commu-
nications Act must comply with the 
provisions of § 1.939, except that such 
petitions must be filed no later than 14 
days following the date of the public 
notice listing the application as ac-
cepted for filing. 

(iii) No later than 21 days following 
the date of the public notice listing an 
application as accepted for filing, the 
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau 
(Bureau) will affirmatively consent to 
the application, deny the application, 
or remove the application from stream-
lined processing for further review. For 
applications for which no prior public 
notice is required, the Bureau will af-
firmatively consent to the application, 
deny the application, or remove the ap-
plication from streamlined processing 
for further review no later than 21 days 
following the date on which the appli-
cation has been filed and any required 
application fee has been paid (see 
§ 1.1102 of subpart G of this part). 

(iv) Grant of consent to an applica-
tion will be reflected in a public notice 
(see § 1.933(a)) promptly issued after the 
grant. 

(v) If the Bureau determines to re-
move an application from streamlined 
processing, it will issue a Public Notice 
indicating that the application has 
been removed from streamlined proc-
essing. Within 90 days of the date of 
that public notice, the Bureau will ei-
ther take action upon the application 
or provide public notice that an addi-
tional 90-day period for review is need-
ed. 

(vi) Consent to the application is not 
deemed granted until the Bureau af-
firmatively acts upon the application. 

(vii) If any petition to deny is filed, 
and the Bureau grants the application, 
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the Bureau will deny the petition(s) 
and issue a concise statement of the 
reason(s) for denial, disposing of all 
substantive issues raised in the peti-
tion(s). 

[63 FR 68933, Dec. 14, 1998, as amended at 64 
FR 62120, Nov. 16, 1999; 68 FR 42995, July 21, 
2003; 68 FR 66276, Nov. 25, 2003] 

§ 1.949 Application for renewal of li-
cense. 

(a) Applications for renewal of au-
thorizations in the Wireless Radio 
Services must be filed no later than the 
expiration date of the authorization for 
which renewal is sought, and no sooner 
than 90 days prior to expiration. Re-
newal applications must be filed on the 
same form as applications for initial 
authorization in the same service, i.e., 
FCC Form 601 or 605. Additional re-
newal requirements applicable to spe-
cific services are set forth in the sub-
parts governing those services. 

(b) Licensees with multiple author-
izations in the same service may re-
quest a common day and month on 
which such authorizations expire for 
renewal purposes. License terms may 
be shortened by up to one year but will 
not be extended to accommodate the 
applicant’s selection. 

[63 FR 68934, Dec. 14, 1998] 

§ 1.951 Duty to respond to official com-
munications. 

Licensees or applicants in the Wire-
less Radio Services receiving official 
notice of an apparent or actual viola-
tion of a federal statute, international 
agreement, Executive Order, or regula-
tion pertaining to communications 
shall respond in writing within 10 days 
to the office of the FCC originating the 
notice, unless otherwise specified. Re-
sponses to official communications 
must be complete and self-contained 
without reference to other communica-
tions unless copies of such other com-
munications are attached to the re-
sponse. Licensees or applicants may re-
spond via ULS. 

[63 FR 68934, Dec. 14, 1998] 

§ 1.955 Termination of authorizations. 
(a) Authorizations in general remain 

valid until terminated in accordance 
with this section, except that the Com-

mission may revoke an authorization 
pursuant to section 312 of the Commu-
nications Act of 1934, as amended. See 
47 U.S.C. 312. 

(1) Expiration. Authorizations auto-
matically terminate, without specific 
Commission action, on the expiration 
date specified therein, unless a timely 
application for renewal is filed. See 
§ 1.949 of this part. No authorization 
granted under the provisions of this 
part shall be for a term longer than ten 
years. 

(2) Failure to meet construction or cov-
erage requirements. Authorizations 
automatically terminate, without spe-
cific Commission action, if the licensee 
fails to meet applicable construction or 
coverage requirements. See § 1.948(c) of 
this part. 

(3) Service discontinued. Authoriza-
tions automatically terminate, with-
out specific Commission action, if serv-
ice is permanently discontinued. The 
Commission authorization or the indi-
vidual service rules govern the defini-
tion of permanent discontinuance for 
purposes of this section. A licensee who 
discontinues operations shall notify 
the Commission of the discontinuance 
of operations by submitting FCC Form 
601 or 605 requesting license cancella-
tion. 

(b) Special temporary authority 
(STA) automatically terminates with-
out specific Commission action upon 
failure to comply with the terms and 
conditions therein, or at the end of the 
period specified therein, unless a time-
ly request for an extension of the STA 
term is filed in accordance with § 1.931 
of this part. If a timely filed request 
for extension of the STA term is dis-
missed or denied, the STA automati-
cally terminates, without specific 
Commission action, on the day after 
the applicant or the applicant’s attor-
ney is notified of the Commission’s ac-
tion dismissing or denying the request 
for extension. 

(c) Authorizations submitted by li-
censees for cancellation terminate 
when the Commission gives Public No-
tice of such action. 

[63 FR 68934, Dec. 14, 1998, as amended at 64 
FR 53240, Oct. 1, 1999] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: At 64 FR 53240, Oct. 1, 
1999, § 1.955 was amended by revising the last 
sentence of paragraph (b)(2) to read ‘‘See 
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