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(6) Access to operator services. “Access
to operator services” is defined as ac-
cess to any automatic or live assist-
ance to a consumer to arrange for bill-
ing or completion, or both, of a tele-
phone call;

(7) Access to interexchange service.
“Access to interexchange service” is de-
fined as the use of the loop, as well as
that portion of the switch that is paid
for by the end user, or the functional
equivalent of these network elements
in the case of a wireless carrier, nec-
essary to access an interexchange car-
rier’s network;

(8) Access to directory assistance. “Ac-
cess to directory assistance” is defined
as access to a service that includes, but
is not limited to, making available to
customers, upon request, information
contained in directory listings; and

(9) Toll limitation for qualifying low-in-
come consumers. Toll limitation for
qualifying low-income consumers is de-
scribed in subpart E of this part.

(b) Requirement to offer all designated
services. An eligible telecommuni-
cations carrier must offer each of the
services set forth in paragraph (a) of
this section in order to receive federal
universal service support.

(c) Additional time to complete network
upgrades. A state commission may
grant the petition of a telecommuni-
cations carrier that is otherwise eligi-
ble to receive universal service support
under §54.201 requesting additional
time to complete the network upgrades
needed to provide single-party service,
access to enhanced 911 service, or toll
limitation. If such petition is granted,
the otherwise eligible telecommuni-
cations carrier will be permitted to re-
ceive universal service support for the
duration of the period designated by
the state commission. State commis-
sions should grant such a request only
upon a finding that exceptional cir-
cumstances prevent an otherwise eligi-
ble telecommunications carrier from
providing single-party service, access
to enhanced 911 service, or toll limita-
tion. The period should extend only as
long as the relevant state commission
finds that exceptional circumstances
exist and should not extend beyond the
time that the state commission deems
necessary for that eligible tele-
communications carrier to complete
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network upgrades. An otherwise eligi-
ble telecommunications carrier that is
incapable of offering one or more of
these three specific universal services
must demonstrate to the state commis-
sion that exceptional circumstances
exist with respect to each service for
which the carrier desires a grant of ad-
ditional time to complete network up-
grades.

[62 FR 32948, June 17, 1997, as amended at 63
FR 2125, Jan. 13, 1998; 63 FR 33585, June 19,
1998]

Subpart C—Carriers Eligible for
Universal Service Support

§54.201 Definition of eligible tele-
communications carriers, generally.

(a) Carriers eligible to receive support.
(1) Beginning January 1, 1998, only eli-
gible telecommunications carriers des-
ignated under paragraphs (b) through
(d) of this section shall receive uni-
versal service support distributed pur-
suant to part 36 and part 69 of this
chapter, and subparts D and E of this
part.

(2) A state commission that is unable
to designate as an eligible tele-
communications carrier, by January 1,
1998, a carrier that sought such des-
ignation before January 1, 1998, may,
once it has designated such carrier, file
with the Commission a petition for
waiver of paragraph (a)(1) of this sec-
tion requesting that the carrier receive
universal service support retroactive to
January 1, 1998. The state commission
must explain why it did not designate
such carrier as eligible by January 1,
1998, and provide a justification for
why providing support retroactive to
January 1, 1998, serves the public inter-
est.

(3) This paragraph does not apply to
offset or reimbursement support dis-
tributed pursuant to subpart G of this
part.

(4) This paragraph does not apply to
support distributed pursuant to sub-
part F of this part.

(b) A state commission shall upon its
own motion or upon request designate
a common carrier that meets the re-
quirements of paragraph (d) of this sec-
tion as an eligible telecommunications
carrier for a service area designated by
the state commission.
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(c) Upon request and consistent with
the public interest, convenience, and
necessity, the state commission may,
in the case of an area served by a rural
telephone company, and shall, in the
case of all other areas, designate more
than one common carrier as an eligible
telecommunications carrier for a serv-
ice area designated by the state com-
mission, so long as each additional re-
questing carrier meets the require-
ments of paragraph (d) of this section.
Before designating an additional eligi-
ble telecommunications carrier for an
area served by a rural telephone com-
pany, the state commission shall find
that the designation is in the public in-
terest.

(d) A common carrier designated as
an eligible telecommunications carrier
under this section shall be eligible to
receive universal service support in ac-
cordance with section 254 of the Act
and shall, throughout the service area
for which the designation is received:

(1) Offer the services that are sup-
ported by federal universal service sup-
port mechanisms under subpart B of
this part and section 254(c) of the Act,
either using its own facilities or a com-
bination of its own facilities and resale
of another carrier’s services (including
the services offered by another eligible
telecommunications carrier); and

(2) Advertise the availability of such
services and the charges therefore
using media of general distribution.

(e) For the purposes of this section,
the term facilities means any physical
components of the telecommunications
network that are used in the trans-
mission or routing of the services that
are designated for support pursuant to
subpart B of this part.

(f) For the purposes of this section,
the term “own facilities” includes, but
is not limited to, facilities obtained as
unbundled network elements pursuant
to part 51 of this chapter, provided that
such facilities meet the definition of
the term “facilities” under this subpart.

(g) A state commission shall not re-
quire a common carrier, in order to
satisfy the requirements of paragraph
(d)(1) of this section, to use facilities
that are located within the relevant
service area, as long as the carrier uses
facilities to provide the services des-
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ignated for support pursuant to subpart
B of this part within the service area.

(h) A state commission shall des-
ignate a common carrier that meets
the requirements of this section as an
eligible telecommunications carrier ir-
respective of the technology used by
such carrier.

(i) A state commission shall not des-
ignate as an eligible telecommuni-
cations carrier a telecommunications
carrier that offers the services sup-
ported by federal universal service sup-
port mechanisms exclusively through
the resale of another carrier’s services.

[62 FR 32948, June 17, 1997, as amended at 63
FR 2125, Jan. 13, 1998; 64 FR 62123, Nov. 16,
1999]

§54.203 Designation of eligible tele-
communications carriers for
unserved areas.

(a) If no common carrier will provide
the services that are supported by fed-
eral universal service support mecha-
nisms under section 254(c) of the Act
and subpart B of this part to an
unserved community or any portion
thereof that requests such service, the
Commission, with respect to interstate
services, or a state commission, with
respect to intrastate services, shall de-
termine which common carrier or car-
riers are best able to provide such serv-
ice to the requesting unserved commu-
nity or portion thereof and shall order
such carrier or carriers to provide such
service for that unserved community
or portion thereof.

(b) Any carrier or carriers ordered to
provide such service under this section
shall meet the requirements of section
54.201(d) and shall be designated as an
eligible telecommunications carrier for
that community or portion thereof.

§54.205 Relinquishment of wuniversal
service.

(a) A state commission shall permit
an eligible telecommunications carrier
to relinquish its designation as such a
carrier in any area served by more
than one eligible telecommunications
carrier. An eligible telecommuni-
cations carrier that seeks to relinquish
its eligible telecommunications carrier
designation for an area served by more
than one eligible telecommunications
carrier shall give advance notice to the
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