Federal Communications Commission

§64.1511 Forgiveness of charges and
refunds.

(a) Any carrier assigning a telephone

number to a provider of interstate pay-

per-call services or providing trans-
mission for interstate information
services provided pursuant to a

presubscription or comparable arrange-
ment or on a collect basis, and pro-
viding billing and collection for such
services, shall establish procedures for
the handling of subscriber complaints
regarding charges for those services. A
billing carrier is afforded discretion to
set standards for determining when a
subscriber’s complaint warrants for-
giveness, refund or credit of interstate
pay-per-call or information services
charges provided that such charges
must be forgiven, refunded, or credited
when a subscriber has complained
about such charges and either this
Commission, the Federal Trade Com-
mission, or a court of competent juris-
diction has found or the carrier has de-
termined, upon investigation, that the
service has been offered in violation of
federal law or the regulations that are
either set forth in this subpart or pre-
scribed by the Federal Trade Commis-
sion pursuant to titles Il or Il of the
TDDRA. Carriers shall observe the
record retention requirements set forth
in §42.6 of this chapter except that rel-
evant records shall be retained by car-
riers beyond the requirements of part
42 of this chapter when a complaint is
pending at the time the specified reten-
tion period expires.

(b) Any carrier assigning a telephone
number to a provider of interstate pay-
per-call services but not providing bill-
ing and collection services for such
services, shall, by tariff or contract, re-
quire that the provider and/or its bill-
ing and collection agents have in place
procedures whereby, upon complaint,
pay-per-call charges may be forgiven,
refunded, or credited, provided that
such charges must be forgiven, re-
funded, or credited when a subscriber
has complained about such charges and
either this Commission, the Federal
Trade Commission, or a court of com-
petent jurisdiction has found or the
carrier has determined, upon investiga-
tion, that the service has been offered
in violation of federal law or the regu-
lations that are either set forth in this

§64.1515

subpart or prescribed by the Federal
Trade Commission pursuant to titles 11
or |1l of the TDDRA.

[58 FR 44773, Aug. 25, 1993, as amended at 59
FR 46771, Sept. 12, 1994]

§64.1512 Involuntary blocking of pay-
per-call services.

Nothing in this subpart shall pre-
clude a common carrier or information
provider from blocking or ordering the
blocking of its interstate pay-per-call
programs from numbers assigned to
subscribers who have incurred, but not
paid, legitimate pay-per-call charges,
except that a subscriber who has filed a
complaint regarding a particular pay-
per-call program pursuant to proce-
dures established by the Federal Trade
Commission under title 11l of the
TDDRA shall not be involuntarily
blocked from access to that program
while such a complaint is pending. This
restriction is not intended to preclude
involuntary blocking when a carrier or
IP has decided in one instance to sus-
tain charges against a subscriber but
that subscriber files additional sepa-
rate complaints.

§64.1513 Verification of charitable sta-
tus.

Any common carrier assigning a tele-
phone number to a provider of inter-
state pay-per-call services that the car-
rier knows or reasonably should know
is engaged in soliciting charitable con-
tributions shall obtain verification
that the entity or individual for whom
contributions are solicited has been
granted tax exempt status by the In-
ternal Revenue Service.

§64.1514 Generation of signalling
tones.
No common carrier shall assign a

telephone number for any pay-per-call
service that employs broadcast adver-
tising which generates the audible
tones necessary to complete a call to a
pay-per-call service.

§64.1515 Recovery of costs.

No common carrier shall recover its
cost of complying with the provisions
of this subpart from local or long dis-
tance ratepayers.
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