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Federal Communications Commission § 87.263 

Subpart I—Aeronautical Enroute 
and Aeronautical Fixed Stations 

AERONAUTICAL ENROUTE STATIONS 

§ 87.261 Scope of service. 
(a) Aeronautical enroute stations 

provide operational control commu-
nications to aircraft along domestic or 
international air routes. Operational 
control communications include the 
safe, efficient and economical oper-
ation of aircraft, such as fuel, weather, 
position reports, aircraft performance, 
and essential services and supplies. 
Public correspondence is prohibited. 

(b) Service must be provided to any 
aircraft station licensee who makes co-
operative arrangements for the oper-
ation, maintenance and liability of the 
stations which are to furnish enroute 
service. In emergency or distress situa-
tions service must be provided without 
prior arrangements. 

(c) Except in Alaska, only one aero-
nautical enroute station licensee will 
be authorized at any one location. In 
Alaska, only one aeronautical enroute 
station licensee in the domestic service 
and one aeronautical enroute station 
licensee in the international service 
will be authorized at any one location. 
(Because enroute stations may provide 
service over a large area containing a 
number of air routes or only provide 
communications in the local area of an 
airport, location here means the area 
which can be adequately served by the 
particular station.) 

(d) In Alaska, only stations which 
serve scheduled air carriers will be li-
censed to operate aeronautical enroute 
stations. Applicants must show that 
the station will provide communica-
tions only along routes served by 
scheduled air carriers. 

(e) Mobile units may be operated 
under an aeronautical enroute station 
authorization so long as the units are 
limited to use at an airport and are 
only used to communicate with air-
craft on the ground or the associated 
aeronautical enroute station. Mobile 
units are further limited to operation 
on the VHF frequencies listed in 
87.263(a)(1). 

(f) Mobile units licensed under para-
graph (e) of this section shall not be 
operated on air traffic control fre-

quencies, nor cause harmful inter-
ference to, communications on air traf-
fic control frequencies. 

[53 FR 28940, Aug. 1, 1988, as amended at 64 
FR 27476, May 20, 1999] 

§ 87.263 Frequencies. 
(a) Domestic VHF service. (1) Fre-

quencies in the 128.8125–132.125 MHz and 
136.4875–137.00 MHz bands are available 
to serve domestic routes, except that 
the frequency 136.750 MHz is available 
only to aeronautical enroute stations 
located at least 288 kilometers (180 
miles) from the Gulf of Mexico shore-
line (outside the Gulf of Mexico re-
gion). The frequencies 136.900 MHz, 
136.925 MHz, 136.950 MHz and 136.975 
MHz are available to serve domestic 
and international routes. Frequency 
assignments are based on 25 kHz spac-
ing. Use of these frequencies must be 
compatible with existing operations 
and must be in accordance with perti-
nent international treaties and agree-
ments. 

(2) A system or network of inter-
connected enroute stations may em-
ploy offset carrier techniques on the 
frequencies listed in paragraph (a)(1). 
The carrier frequencies of the indi-
vidual transmitters must not be offset 
by more than ±8kHz. 

(3) The frequencies 122.825 and 122.875 
MHz are available for assignment to 
enroute stations which provide local 
area service to aircraft approaching or 
departing a particular airport. These 
frequencies will be assigned without re-
gard to the restrictions contained in 
§ 87.261 (c) and (d). Only organizations 
operating aircraft with a maximum ca-
pacity of 56 passengers or 8,200 kg 
(18,000 lbs) cargo will be authorized use 
of these enroute frequencies. 

(4) In Alaska, the frequencies 131.500, 
131.600, 131.800 and 131.900 MHz may be 
assigned to aeronautical enroute sta-
tions without regard to the restrictions 
contained in § 87.261 (c) and (d). 

(5) The frequency 136.750 MHz is 
available in the Gulf of Mexico Region 
to serve domestic routes over the Gulf 
of Mexico and adjacent coastal areas. 
Assignment of this frequency in the 
Gulf of Mexico Region shall be to li-
censees first licensed on this frequency 
in the Gulf of Mexico Region prior to 
January 1, 1994, their successors and 
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