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(2) After considering all relevant ma-
terial, the designated official notifies
the foreign air carrier of any amend-
ment adopted or rescinds the notice. If
the amendment is adopted, it becomes
effective not less than 30 calendar days
after the foreign air carrier receives
the notice of amendment, unless the
foreign air carrier petitions the Admin-
istrator to reconsider no later than 15
calendar days before the effective date
of the amendment. The foreign air car-
rier must send the petition for recon-
sideration to the designated official. A
timely petition for reconsideration
stays the effective date of the amend-
ment.

(3) Upon receipt of a petition for re-
consideration, the designated official
either amends or withdraws the notice
or transmits the petition, together
with any pertinent information, to the
Administrator for reconsideration. The
Administrator disposes of the petition
within 30 calendar days of receipt by
either directing the designated official
to withdraw or amend the amendment,
or by affirming the amendment.

(d) Emergency amendments. If the des-
ignated official finds that there is an
emergency requiring immediate action
with respect to safety in air transpor-
tation or in air commerce that makes
procedures in this section contrary to
the public interest, the designated offi-
cial may issue an amendment, without
the prior notice and comment proce-
dures in paragraph (c) of this section,
effective without stay on the date the
foreign air carrier receives notice of it.
In such a case, the designated official
will incorporate in the notice a brief
statement of the reasons and findings
for the amendment to be adopted. The
foreign air carrier may file a petition
for reconsideration under paragraph (c)
of this section; however, this does not
stay the effectiveness of the emergency
amendment.

Subpart C—Operations

§1546.201 Acceptance and screening of
individuals and accessible property.

(a) Preventing or deterring the carriage
of any explosive, incendiary, or weapon.
Unless otherwise authorized by TSA,
each foreign air carrier must use the
measures in its security program to

§1546.203

prevent or deter the carriage of any ex-
plosive, incendiary, or weapon on or
about each individual’s person or ac-
cessible property before boarding an
aircraft or entering a sterile area.

(b) Screening of individuals and acces-
sible property. Except as provided in its
security program, each foreign air car-
rier must ensure that each individual
entering a sterile area at each preboard
screening checkpoint for which it is re-
sponsible, and all accessible property
under that individual’s control, are in-
spected for weapons, explosives, and in-
cendiaries as provided in §1546.207.

(c) Refusal to transport. Each foreign
air carrier conducting an operation for
which a security program is required
by §1546.101(a), (b), or (c) must refuse to
transport—

(1) Any individual who does not con-
sent to a search or inspection of his or
her person in accordance with the sys-
tem prescribed in this part; and

(2) Any property of any individual or
other person who does not consent to a
search or inspection of that property in
accordance with the system prescribed
by this part.

(d) Explosive, incendiary, weapon: Pro-
hibitions and exceptions. No individual
may, while on board an aircraft being
operated by a foreign air carrier in the
United States, carry on or about his
person a deadly or dangerous weapon,
either concealed or unconcealed. This
paragraph (d) does not apply to—

(1) Officials or employees of the state
of registry of the aircraft who are au-
thorized by that state to carry arms;
and

(2) Crewmembers and other individ-
uals authorized by the foreign air car-
rier to carry arms.

§1546.203 Acceptance and screening of
checked baggage.

(a) Preventing or deterring the carriage
of any explosive or incendiary. Each for-
eign air carrier must use the proce-
dures, facilities, and equipment de-
scribed in its security program to pre-
vent or deter the carriage of any unau-
thorized explosive or incendiary on-
board aircraft in checked baggage.

(b) Refusal to transport. Each foreign
air carrier must refuse to transport
any individual’s checked baggage or
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§1546.205

property if the individual does not con-
sent to a search or inspection of that
checked baggage or property in accord-
ance with the system prescribed by
this part.

(c) Firearms in checked baggage. No
foreign air carrier may knowingly per-
mit any person to transport, nor may
any person transport, while aboard an
aircraft being operated in the United
States by that carrier, in checked bag-
gage, a firearm, unless:

(1) The person has notified the for-
eign air carrier before checking the
baggage that the firearm is in the bag-
gage; and

(2) The baggage is carried in an area
inaccessible to passengers.

§1546.205
cargo.

Acceptance and screening of

(a) General requirements. Each foreign
air carrier must use the procedures, fa-
cilities and equipment described in its
security program to prevent or deter
the carriage of unauthorized explosives
or incendiaries in cargo onboard a pas-
senger aircraft.

(b) Refusal to transport. Each foreign
air carrier must refuse to transport
any cargo if the shipper does not con-
sent to a search or inspection of that
cargo in accordance with the system
prescribed by this part.

§1546.207 Screening of
and property.

individuals

(a) Applicability of this section. This
section applies to the inspection of in-
dividuals, accessible property, checked
baggage, and cargo as required under
this part.

(b) Locations within the United States
at which TSA conducts screening. As re-
quired in its security program, each
foreign air carrier must ensure that all
individuals or property have been in-
spected by TSA before boarding or
loading on its aircraft. This paragraph
applies when TSA is conducting screen-
ing using TSA employees or when
using companies under contract with
TSA.

(c) Foreign air carrier conducting
screening. Each foreign air carrier must
use the measures in its security pro-
gram to inspect the individual or prop-
erty. This paragraph does not apply at
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locations identified in paragraphs (b) of
this section.

§1546.209 Use of X-ray systems.

(a) TSA authorization required. No for-
eign air carrier may use any X-ray sys-
tem within the United States to screen
accessible property or checked bag-
gage, unless specifically authorized
under its security program. No foreign
air carrier may use such a system in a
manner contrary to its security pro-
gram. TSA authorizes foreign air car-
riers to use X-ray systems for inspect-
ing accessible property or checked bag-
gage under a security program if the
foreign air carrier shows that—

(1) The system meets the standards
for cabinet X-ray systems primarily for
the inspection of baggage issued by the
Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
and published in 21 CFR 1020.40;

(2) A program for initial and recur-
rent training of operators of the sys-
tem is established, which includes
training in radiation safety, the effi-
cient use of X-ray systems, and the
identification of weapons, explosives,
and incendiaries; and

(3) The system meets the imaging re-
quirements set forth in its security
program using the step wedge specified
in American Society for Testing Mate-
rials (ASTM) Standard F792-88 (Re-
approved 1993). This standard is incor-
porated by reference in paragraph (g) of
this section.

(b) Annual radiation survey. No for-
eign air carrier may use any X-ray sys-
tem unless, within the preceding 12 cal-
endar months, a radiation survey is
conducted that shows that the system
meets the applicable performance
standards in 21 CFR 1020.40.

(c) Radiation survey after installation
or moving. No foreign air carrier may
use any X-ray system after the system
has been installed at a screening point
or after the system has been moved un-
less a radiation survey is conducted
which shows that the system meets the
applicable performance standards in 21
CFR 1020.40. A radiation survey is not
required for an X-ray system that is
designed and constructed as a mobile
unit and the foreign air carrier shows
that it can be moved without altering
its performance.
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