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(2) Helshe has previously taken and
passed a skills test given by a State
with a classified licensing and testing
system, and that the test was behind-
the-wheel in a representative vehicle
for that applicant’s driver’s license
classification; or

(3) He/she has operated, for at least 2
years immediately preceding applica-
tion for a CDL, a vehicle representative
of the commercial motor vehicle the
driver applicant operates or expects to
operate.

[53 FR 27649, July 21, 1988, as amended at 55
FR 25606, June 22, 1990; 67 FR 49760, July 31,
2002]

Subpart F—Vehicle Groups and
Endorsements

SOURCE: 53 FR 27651, July 21, 1988, unless
otherwise noted.

§383.91 Commercial
groups.

(a) Vehicle group descriptions. Each
driver applicant must possess and be
tested on his/her knowledge and skills,
described in subpart G of this part, for
the commercial motor vehicle group(s)
for which he/she desires a CDL. The
commercial motor vehicle groups are
as follows:

(1) Combination vehicle (Group A)—
Any combination of vehicles with a
gross combination weight rating
(GCWR) of 11,794 kilograms or more
(26,001 pounds or more) provided the
GVWR of the vehicle(s) being towed is
in excess of 4,536 kilograms (10,000
pounds).

(2) Heavy Straight Vehicle (Group
B)—Any single vehicle with a GVWR of
11,794 kilograms or more (26,001 pounds
or more), or any such vehicle towing a
vehicle not in excess of 4,536 kilograms
(10,000 pounds) GVWR.

motor vehicle
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(3) Small Vehicle (Group C)—Any sin-
gle vehicle, or combination of vehicles,
that meets neither the definition of
Group A nor that of Group B as con-
tained in this section, but that either
is designed to transport 16 or more pas-
sengers including the driver, or is used
in the transportation of materials
found to be hazardous for the purposes
of the Hazardous Materials Transpor-
tation Act and which require the motor
vehicle to be placarded under the Haz-
ardous Materials Regulations (49 CFR
part 172, subpart F).

(b) Representative vehicle. For pur-
poses of taking the driving test in ac-
cordance with §383.113, a representative
vehicle for a given vehicle group con-
tained in §383.91(a), is any commercial
motor vehicle which meets the defini-
tion of that vehicle group.

(c) Relation between vehicle groups.
Each driver applicant who desires to
operate in a different commercial
motor vehicle group from the one
which his/her CDL authorizes shall be
required to retake and pass all related
tests, except the following:

(1) A driver who has passed the
knowledge and skills tests for a com-
bination vehicle (Group A) may operate
a heavy straight vehicle (Group B) or a
small vehicle (Group C), provided that
he/she possesses the requisite endorse-
ment(s); and

(2) A driver who has passed the
knowledge and skills tests for a heavy
straight vehicle (Group B) may operate
any small vehicle (Group C), provided
that he/she possesses the requisite en-
dorsement(s).

(d) Vehicle group illustration. Figure 1
illustrates typical vehicles within each
of the vehicle groups defined in this
section.
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Figure 1
VEHICLE GROUPS AS ESTABLISHED BY FHWA (SECTION 383.91)

[Note: Certain types of vehicles, such as passenger and doubles/triples,
will require an endorsement. Please consult text for particulars.]

Group: *Description:

A Any combination of vehicles with a GCWR of 26,001 or more pounds
provided the GVWR of the vehicle(s) being towed is in excess of
10,000 pounds. (Holders of a Group A license may, with any
appropriate endorsements, operate all vehicles within Groups B and
C.

Examples include but are not limited to:
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B Any single vehicle with a GVWR of 26,001 or more pounds, or any
such vehicle towing a vehicle not in excess of 10,000 pounds GVWR.
(Holders of a Group B license may, with any appropriate
endorsements, operate all-vehicles within Group C.)

Examples include but are not limited to:
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Cc Any single vehicle, or combination of vehicles, that does not meet
the definition of Group A or Group B as contained herein, but that
either is designed to transport 16 or more passengers including
the driver, or is placarded for hazardous materials.

Examples include but are not limited to:
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*
The representative vehicle for the skills test must meet the written description

for that group. The silhouettes typity, but do not fully cover, the types of
vehicles falling within each group.

[53 FR 27651, July 21, 1988, as amended at 54 FR 47989, Nov. 20, 1989; 61 FR 9566, Mar. 8, 1996]
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