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§391.33 Equivalent of road test.

(a) In place of, and as equivalent to,
the road test required by §391.31, a per-
son who seeks to drive a commercial
motor vehicle may present, and a
motor carrier may accept—

(1) A valid Commercial Driver’s Li-
cense as defined in §383.5 of this sub-
chapter, but not including double/triple
trailer or tank vehicle endorsements,
which has been issued to him/her to op-
erate specific categories of commercial
motor vehicles and which, under the
laws of that State, licenses him/her
after successful completion of a road
test in a commercial motor vehicle of
the type the motor carrier intends to
assign to him/her; or

(2) A copy of a valid certificate of
driver’s road test issued to him/her
pursuant to §391.31 within the pre-
ceding 3 years.

(b) If a driver presents, and a motor
carrier accepts, a license or certificate
as equivalent to the road test, the
motor carrier shall retain a legible
copy of the license or certificate in its
files as part of the driver’s qualifica-
tion file.

(c) A motor carrier may require any
person who presents a license or cer-
tificate as equivalent to the road test
to take a road test or any other test of
his/her driving skill as a condition to
his/her employment as a driver.

[35 FR 6460, Apr. 22, 1970, as amended at 60
FR 38744, July 28, 1995; 63 FR 33277, June 18,
1998]

Subpart E—Physical Quailifications
and Examinations

§391.41 Physical
drivers.

(a) A person shall not drive a com-
mercial motor vehicle unless he/she is
physically qualified to do so and, ex-
cept as provided in §391.67, has on his/
her person the original, or a photo-
graphic copy, of a medical examiner’s
certificate that he/she is physically
qualified to drive a commercial motor
vehicle.

qualifications for

The United States and Canada entered into
a Reciprocity Agreement, effective March 30,
1999, recognizing that a Canadian commer-
cial driver’s license is proof of medical fit-
ness to drive. Therefore, Canadian commer-
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(b) A person is physically qualified to
drive a commercial motor vehicle if
that person—

(1) Has no loss of a foot, a leg, a hand,
or an arm, or has been granted a skill
performance evaluation certificate pur-
suant to §391.49;

(2) Has no impairment of:

(i) A hand or finger which interferes
with prehension or power grasping; or

(if) An arm, foot, or leg which inter-
feres with the ability to perform nor-
mal tasks associated with operating a
commercial motor vehicle; or any
other significant limb defect or limita-
tion which interferes with the ability
to perform normal tasks associated
with operating a commercial motor ve-
hicle; or has been granted a skill per-
formance evaluation certificate pursu-
ant to §391.49.

(3) Has no established medical his-
tory or clinical diagnosis of diabetes
mellitus currently requiring insulin for
control;

(4) Has no current clinical diagnosis
of myocardial infarction, angina pec-
toris, coronary insufficiency, throm-
bosis, or any other cardiovascular dis-
ease of a variety known to be accom-
panied by syncope, dyspnea, collapse,
or congestive cardiac failure.

(5) Has no established medical his-
tory or clinical diagnosis of a res-
piratory dysfunction likely to interfere
with his/her ability to control and
drive a commercial motor vehicle safe-
ly;

(6) Has no current clinical diagnosis
of high blood pressure likely to inter-
fere with his/her ability to operate a
commercial motor vehicle safely;

(7) Has no established medical his-
tory or clinical diagnosis of rheumatic,

cial motor vehicle (CMV) drivers are no
longer required to have in their possession a
medical examiner’s certificate if the driver
has been issued, and possesses, a valid com-
mercial driver’s license issued by a Canadian
Province or Territory. However, Canadian
drivers who are insulin-using diabetics, who
have epilepsy, or who are hearing impaired
as defined in §391.41(b)(11) are not qualified
to drive CMVs in the United States. Further-
more, Canadian drivers who do not meet the
medical fitness provisions of the Canadian
National Safety Code for Motor Carriers but
who have been issued a waiver by one of the
Canadian Provinces or Territories are not
qualified to drive CMVs in the United States.
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arthritic, orthopedic, muscular, neuro-
muscular, or vascular disease which
interferes with his/her ability to con-
trol and operate a commercial motor
vehicle safely;

(8) Has no established medical his-
tory or clinical diagnosis of epilepsy or
any other condition which is likely to
cause loss of consciousness or any loss
of ability to control a commercial
motor vehicle;

(9) Has no mental, nervous, organic,
or functional disease or psychiatric dis-
order likely to interfere with his/her
ability to drive a commercial motor
vehicle safely;

(10) Has distant visual acuity of at
least 20/40 (Snellen) in each eye with-
out corrective lenses or visual acuity
separately corrected to 20/40 (Snellen)
or better with corrective lenses, dis-
tant binocular acuity of at least 20/40
(Snellen) in both eyes with or without
corrective lenses, field of vision of at
least 70° in the horizontal Meridian in
each eye, and the ability to recognize
the colors of traffic signals and devices
showing standard red, green, and
amber;

(11) First perceives a forced whis-
pered voice in the better ear at not less
than 5 feet with or without the use of
a hearing aid or, if tested by use of an
audiometric device, does not have an
average hearing loss in the better ear
greater than 40 decibels at 500 Hz, 1,000
Hz, and 2,000 Hz with or without a hear-
ing aid when the audiometric device is
calibrated to American National
Standard (formerly ASA Standard)
Z24.5—1951.

(12)(i) Does not use a controlled sub-
stance identified in 21 CFR 1308.11
Schedule 1, an amphetamine, a nar-
cotic, or any other habit-forming drug.

(ii) Exception. A driver may use such
a substance or drug, if the substance or
drug is prescribed by a licensed med-
ical practitioner who:

(A) Is familiar with the driver’s med-
ical history and assigned duties; and

(B) Has advised the driver that the
prescribed substance or drug will not
adversely affect the driver’s ability to
safely operate a commercial motor ve-
hicle; and

§391.43

(13) Has no current clinical diagnosis
of alcoholism.

[35 FR 6460, Apr. 22, 1970, as amended at 35
FR 17420, Nov. 13, 1970; 36 FR 223, Jan. 7, 1971;
36 FR 12857, July 8, 1971; 43 FR 56900, Dec. 5,
1978; 55 FR 3554, Feb. 1, 1990; 60 FR 38744, July
28, 1995; 62 FR 37152, July 11, 1997; 65 FR 59369,
Oct. 5, 2000; 67 FR 61824, Oct. 2, 2002]

§391.43 Medical examination; certifi-
cate of physical examination.

(a) Except as provided by paragraph
(b) of this section, the medical exam-
ination shall be performed by a li-
censed medical examiner as defined in
§390.5 of this subchapter.

(b) A licensed optometrist may per-
form so much of the medical examina-
tion as pertains to visual acuity, field
of vision, and the ability to recognize
colors as specified in paragraph (10) of
§391.41(b).

(c) Medical examiners shall:

(1) Be knowledgeable of the specific
physical and mental demands associ-
ated with operating a commercial
motor vehicle and the requirements of
this subpart, including the medical ad-
visory criteria prepared by the FMCSA
as guidelines to aid the medical exam-
iner in making the qualification deter-
mination; and

(2) Be proficient in the use of and use
the medical protocols necessary to ade-
quately perform the medical examina-
tion required by this section.

(d) Any driver authorized to operate
a commercial motor vehicle within an
exempt intracity zone pursuant to
§391.62 of this part shall furnish the ex-
amining medical examiner with a copy
of the medical findings that led to the
issuance of the first certificate of med-
ical examination which allowed the
driver to operate a commercial motor
vehicle wholly within an exempt intra-
city zone.

(e) Any driver operating under a lim-
ited exemption authorized by §391.64
shall furnish the medical examiner
with a copy of the annual medical find-
ings of the endocrinologist, ophthal-
mologist or optometrist, as required
under that section. If the medical ex-
aminer finds the driver qualified under
the limited exemption in §391.64, such
fact shall be noted on the Medical Ex-
aminer’s Certificate.
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