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course of transportation; and readily 
operative without the use of tools. 

(8) Ladders or steps. Ladders or steps 
for the purpose of ingress or egress 
shall be used when necessary. The max-
imum verticle spacing of footholds 
shall not exceed 12 inches, except that 
the lowest step may be not more than 
18 inches above the ground when the 
vehicle is empty. 

(9) Hand holds. Hand holds or devices 
for similar purpose shall be provided to 
permit ingress and egress without haz-
ard to passengers. 

(10) Emergency exit. Vehicles with per-
manently affixed roofs shall be 
equipped with at least one emergency 
exit having a gate or door, latch and 
hand hold as prescribed in paragraphs 
(f) (7) and (9) of this section and located 
on a side or rear not equipped with the 
exit prescribed in paragraph (f)(6) of 
this section. 

(11) Communication with driver. Means 
shall be provided to enable the pas-
sengers to communicate with the driv-
er. Such means may include telephone, 
speaker tubes, buzzers, pull cords, or 
other mechanical or electrical means. 

(g) Protection from cold. Every motor 
vehicle shall be provided with a safe 
means of protecting passengers from 
cold or undue exposure, but in no event 
shall heaters of the following types be 
used: 

(1) Exhaust heaters. Any type of ex-
haust heater in which the engine ex-
haust gases are conducted into or 
through any space occupied by persons 
or any heater which conducts engine 
compartment air into any such space. 

(2) Unenclosed flame heaters. Any type 
of heater employing a flame which is 
not fully enclosed. 

(3) Heaters permitting fuel leakage. Any 
type of heater from the burner of which 
there could be spillage or leakage of 
fuel upon the tilting or overturning of 
the vehicle in which it is mounted. 

(4) Heaters permitting air contamina-
tion. Any heater taking air, heated or 
to be heated, from the engine compart-
ment or from direct contact with any 
portion of the exhaust system; or any 
heater taking air in ducts from the 
outside atmosphere to be conveyed 
through the engine compartment, un-
less said ducts are so constructed and 
installed as to prevent contamination 

of the air so conveyed by exhaust or 
engine compartment gases. 

(5) Any heater not securely fastened 
to the vehicle. 

§ 398.6 Hours of service of drivers; 
maximum driving time. 

No person shall drive nor shall any 
motor carrier permit or require a driv-
er employed or used by it to drive or 
operate for more than 10 hours in the 
aggregate (excluding rest stops and 
stops for meals) in any period of 24 con-
secutive hours, unless such driver be 
afforded eight consecutive hours rest 
immediately following the 10 hours ag-
gregate driving. The term ‘‘24 consecu-
tive hours’’ as used in this part means 
any such period starting at the time 
the driver reports for duty. 

§ 398.7 Inspection and maintenance of 
motor vehicles. 

Every motor carrier shall systemati-
cally inspect and maintain or cause to 
be systematically maintained, all 
motor vehicles and their accessories 
subject to its control, to insure that 
such motor vehicles and accessories are 
in safe and proper operating condition. 

§ 398.8 Administration inspection of 
motor vehicles in operation. 

(a) Administration personnel authorized 
to perform inspections. All persons des-
ignated as Special Agents of the Fed-
eral Motor Carrier Safety Administra-
tion, as detailed in appendix B of chap-
ter III of this title, are authorized to 
enter upon and perform inspections of 
motor carrier’s vehicles in operation. 

(b) Prescribed inspection report. Form 
MCS 63, Driver-Equipment Compliance 
Check, shall be used to record findings 
from motor vehicles selected for final 
inspection by authorized Administra-
tion employees. 

(c) Motor vehicles declared ‘‘out of serv-
ice’’. (1) Authorized Administration em-
ployees shall declare and mark ‘‘out of 
service’’ any motor vehicle which by 
reason of its mechanical condition or 
loading is so imminently hazardous to 
operate as to be likely to cause an acci-
dent or a breakdown. Form MCS 64, 
‘‘Out of Service Vehicle’’ sticker shall 
be used to mark vehicles ‘‘out of serv-
ice.’’ 
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