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Subpart A—General

§579.1 Scope.

This part sets forth requirements for
reporting information and submitting
documents that may help identify de-
fects related to motor vehicle safety
and noncompliances with Federal
motor vehicle safety standards, includ-
ing reports of foreign safety recalls and
other safety-related campaigns con-
ducted outside the United States under
49 U.S.C. 30166(l), early warning infor-
mation under 49 U.S.C. 30166(m), and
copies of communications about de-
fects and noncompliances under 49
U.S.C. 30166(f).

§579.2 Purpose.

The purpose of this part is to en-
hance motor vehicle safety by speci-
fying information and documents that
manufacturers of motor vehicles and
motor vehicle equipment must provide
to NHTSA with respect to possible
safety-related defects and noncompli-
ances in their products, including the
reporting of safety recalls and other
safety campaigns that the manufac-
turer conducts outside the United
States.

[67 FR 63310, Oct. 11, 2002]

§579.3 Application.

(a) This part applies to all manufac-
turers of motor vehicles and motor ve-
hicle equipment with respect to all
motor vehicles and motor vehicle
equipment that have been offered for
sale, sold, or leased in the United
States by the manufacturer, including
any parent corporation, any subsidiary
or affiliate of the manufacturer, or any
subsidiary or affiliate of any parent
corporation, and with respect to all
motor vehicles and motor vehicle
equipment that have been offered for
sale, sold, or leased in a foreign coun-
try by the manufacturer, including any
parent corporation, any subsidiary or
affiliate of the manufacturer, or any
subsidiary or affiliate of any parent
corporation, and are identical or sub-
stantially similar to any motor vehi-
cles or motor vehicle equipment that
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have been offered for sale, sold, or
leased in the United States.

(b) In the case of any report required
under subpart B of this part, compli-
ance by the fabricating manufacturer,
the importer, the brand name owner, or
a parent or subsidiary of such fabri-
cator, importer, or brand name owner
of the motor vehicle or motor vehicle
equipment that is identical or substan-
tially similar to that covered by the
foreign recall or other safety cam-
paign, shall be considered compliance
by all persons.

(c) In the case of any report required
under subpart C of this part, compli-
ance by the fabricating manufacturer,
the importer, the brand name owner, or
a parent or United States subsidiary of
such fabricator, importer, or brand
name owner of the motor vehicle or
motor vehicle equipment, shall be con-
sidered compliance by all persons.

(d) With regard to any information
required to be reported under subpart C
of this part, an entity covered under
paragraph (a) of this section need only
review information and systems where
information responsive to subpart C of
this part is kept in the usual course of
business.

[43 FR 38833, Aug. 31, 1978, as amended at 67
FR 63310, Oct. 11, 2002]

§579.4 Terminology.

(a) Statutory terms. The terms dealer,
defect, distributor, motor vehicle, motor
vehicle equipment, and State are used as
defined in 49 U.S.C. 30102.

(b) Regulatory terms. The term Vehicle
Identification Number (VIN) is used as
defined in §565.3(0) of this chapter. The
terms bus, Gross Vehicle Weight Rating
(GVWR), motorcycle, multipurpose pas-
senger vehicle, passenger car, trailer, and
truck are used as defined in §571.3(b) of
this chapter. The term Booster seat is
used as defined in S4 of §571.213 of this
chapter. The term Tire Identification
Number (TIN) is the “tire identification
number” described in §574.5 of this
chapter. The term Limited production
tire is used as defined in §575.104(c)(2) of
this chapter.

(c) Other terms. The following terms
apply to this part:

Administrator means the Adminis-
trator of the National Highway Traffic

§579.4

Safety Administration (NHTSA), or the
Administrator’s delegate.

Affiliate means, in the context of an
affiliate of or person affiliated with a
specified person, a person that directly,
or indirectly through one or more
intermediates, controls or is controlled
by, or is under common control with,
the person specified. The term person
usually is a corporation.

Air bag means an air bag or other
automatic occupant restraint device
(other than a “seat belt” as defined in
this subpart) installed in a motor vehi-
cle that restrains an occupant in the
event of a vehicle crash without requir-
ing any action on the part of the occu-
pant to obtain the benefit of the re-
straint. This term includes inflatable
restraints (front and side air bags),
knee bolsters, and any other automatic
restraining device that may be devel-
oped that does not include a restrain-
ing belt or harness. This term also in-
cludes all air bag-related components,
such as the inflator assembly, air bag
module, control module, crash sensors
and all hardware and software associ-
ated with the air bag. This term in-
cludes all associated switches, control
units, connective elements (such as
wiring harnesses, hoses, piping, etc.),
and mounting elements (such as brack-
ets, fasteners, etc.).

Base means the detachable bottom
portion of a child restraint system that
may remain in the vehicle to provide a
base for securing the system to a seat
in a motor vehicle.

Bead means all the materials in a
tire below the sidewalls in the rim con-
tact area, including bead rubber com-
ponents, the bead bundle and rubber
coating if present, the body ply and its
turn-up including the rubber coating,
rubber, fabric, or metallic reinforcing
materials, and the inner-liner rubber
under the bead area.

Brand name owner means a person
that markets a motor vehicle or motor
vehicle equipment under its own trade
name whether or not it is the fabri-
cator or importer of the vehicle or
equipment.

Buckle and restraint harness means
the components of a child restraint
system that are intended to restrain a
child seated in such a system, includ-
ing the belt webbing, buckles, buckle
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