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Subpart C—Evidence of Relationship 

219.30 When evidence of marriage is re-
quired. 

219.31 Evidence of a valid ceremonial mar-
riage. 

219.32 Evidence of a common-law marriage. 
219.33 Evidence of a deemed valid marriage. 
219.34 When evidence that a marriage has 

ended is required. 
219.35 Evidence that a marriage has ended. 
219.36 When evidence of a parent or child re-

lationship is required. 
219.37 Evidence of natural parent or child 

relationship. 
219.38 Evidence of stepparent or stepchild 

relationship. 
219.39 Evidence of relationship by legal 

adoption—parent or child. 
219.40 Evidence of relationship by equitable 

adoption—child. 
219.41 Evidence of relationship of grand-

child or stepgrandchild. 
219.42 When evidence of child’s dependency 

is required. 
219.43 Evidence of child’s dependency. 
219.44 Evidence of relationship of a person 

other than a parent or child. 

Subpart D—Other Evidence Requirements 

219.50 When evidence of ‘‘living with’’ is re-
quired. 

219.51 Evidence to prove ‘‘living with’’. 
219.52 When evidence of having a child in 

care is required. 
219.53 Evidence of having a child in care. 
219.54 When evidence of school attendance 

is required. 
219.55 Evidence of school attendance for 

child age 18. 
219.56 When evidence of a parent’s support 

is required. 
219.57 Evidence of a parent’s support. 
219.58 When evidence regarding payment of 

burial expenses is required. 
219.59 Evidence of responsibility for or pay-

ment of burial expenses. 
219.60 When evidence of the employee’s per-

manent home is required. 
219.61 Evidence of where the employee had a 

permanent home. 
219.62 When evidence of ‘‘good cause’’ is re-

quired. 
219.63 What evidence is required to establish 

‘‘good cause’’. 
219.64 When evidence may be required for 

other reasons. 
219.65 Other types of evidence that may be 

required. 

AUTHORITY: 45 U.S.C 231f. 

SOURCE: 54 FR 31942, Aug. 3, 1989, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General Evidence 
Requirements 

§ 219.1 Introduction. 
As described in parts 216 (Eligibility 

for an Annuity), 234 (Lump-Sum Pay-
ments), and 222 (Family Relationships), 
certain requirements must be met be-
fore benefits may be paid under the 
Railroad Retirement Act. This part 
contains the basic rules for evidence 
that is required to support a claimant’s 
claim for monthly or lump-sum benefit 
payments under the Railroad Retire-
ment Act. Part 219 describes when evi-
dence is required and what types of 
documents can be used as evidence. 
Part 222 defines and explains family re-
lationships for which evidence require-
ments are stated in part 219. Special 
evidence requirements for disability 
annuities are found in part 220 of this 
chapter. 

§ 219.2 Definitions. 
As used in this subpart— 
Annuity means a recurring payment 

due an entitled person for a calendar 
month and made to him or her on the 
first day of the following month. 

Apply means to sign a form or state-
ment that the Board accepts as an ap-
plication. 

Claimant means the person who files 
an application for an annuity or lump- 
sum payment for himself, herself, or 
some other person. 

Benefit means any employee annuity, 
spouse annuity, survivor annuity, or 
lump-sum payment under the Railroad 
Retirement Act. 

Convincing evidence means one or 
more pieces of evidence that proves to 
the satisfaction of the Board that an 
individual meets a requirement for eli-
gibility for benefits. See § 219.7 for 
guides the Board uses in deciding 
whether evidence is convincing. 

Eligible means that a person meets all 
of the requirements for payment of 
benefits but has not yet applied there-
for. 

Entitled means that a person has ap-
plied for and has proved his or her 
right to payment of benefits. 

Evidence means any record or docu-
ment or testimony that helps to show 
whether a person is eligible for bene-
fits. It may also be used to establish 
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whether the person is still entitled to 
benefits. 

Representative means a person who 
acts on behalf of a claimant in regard 
to his or her claim for benefits from 
the Board and in the presentation of 
evidence to support the claim. 

§ 219.3 When evidence is required. 
(a) To prove initial eligibility. The 

Board will ask for evidence to prove a 
claimant is eligible for benefits when 
he or she applies for benefits. Usually 
the Board will ask the claimant to fur-
nish specific kinds of evidence or infor-
mation by a certain date to prove ini-
tial eligibility for benefits. If evidence 
or information is not received by that 
date, the Board may decide that the 
claimant is not eligible for benefits and 
will deny his or her application. 

(b) To prove continued entitlement. 
After a claimant establishes entitle-
ment to an annuity, the Board may ask 
that annuitant to produce by a certain 
date information or evidence needed to 
decide whether he or she may continue 
to receive an annuity or whether the 
annuity should be reduced or stopped. 
If the information is not received by 
the date specified, the Board may de-
cide that the person is no longer enti-
tled to benefits or that his or her annu-
ity should be stopped or reduced. 

§ 219.4 Who is responsible for fur-
nishing evidence. 

(a) Claimant or representative respon-
sible. When evidence is required to 
prove a person’s eligibility for or right 
to continue to receive annuity or lump- 
sum payments, that claimant or his or 
her representative is responsible for ob-
taining and submitting the evidence to 
the Board. 

(b) What to do when required evidence 
will be delayed. When the required evi-
dence cannot be furnished within the 
specified time, the claimant or rep-
resentative who was asked to furnish 
the evidence or information should no-
tify the Board and explain why there 
will be a delay. If the delay is caused 
by illness, failure to receive the infor-
mation from another source, or a simi-
lar situation, the claimant will be al-
lowed a reasonable time to secure the 
evidence or information. If the infor-
mation is not received within a reason-

able time as determined by the Board, 
the claimant or representative who was 
asked to furnish the evidence or infor-
mation will be notified of the effect 
that his or her failure to furnish the 
evidence or information will have on 
the claimant’s eligibility to receive or 
continue to receive payments. 

§ 219.5 Where and how to provide evi-
dence. 

(a) When Board office is accessible. A 
claimant or representative should give 
his or her evidence to an employee of 
the Railroad Retirement Board office 
where he or she files the application. 
An employee of the Board will tell the 
claimant or representative what is 
needed and how to get it. 

(b) When Board office is not accessible. 
A claimant who lives in an area where 
there is no Board office or who is un-
able to travel to a Board office may 
send evidence to the Board office near-
est to where the claimant lives. A 
claimant who lives outside the United 
States may take evidence to the Amer-
ican embassy or consulate or other 
Foreign Service Office nearest to where 
he or she lives or send it to the head-
quarters of the Board. 

§ 219.6 Records as evidence. 
(a) General. If a claimant or an annu-

itant provides an original document or 
record as evidence to prove eligibility 
or continued entitlement to payments, 
where possible, a Board employee will 
make a photocopy or transcript of 
these original documents or records 
and return the original documents to 
the person who furnished them. A 
claimant may also submit certified 
copies of original records as described 
in paragraph (c) of this section. The 
Board may also accept uncertified cop-
ies as described in paragraph (d) of this 
section. 

(b) Foreign-language documents. If the 
evidence submitted is a foreign-lan-
guage document, the Board may re-
quire that the record be translated. An 
acceptable translation includes, but is 
not limited to, a translation certified 
by a United States consular official or 
employee of the Department of State 
authorized to certify evidence, or by an 
employee of the Board or the Social 
Security Administration. 
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