§5.353

§5.353 Housing programs: Procedure
for development of pet rules.

(a) General. Project owners shall use
the procedures specified in this section
to promulgate the pet rules referred to
in 8§§5.318 and 5.350.

(b) Development and notice of proposed
pet rules. Project owners shall develop
proposed rules to govern the owning or
keeping of common household pets in
projects for the elderly or persons with
disabilities. Notice of the proposed pet
rules shall be served on each tenant of
the project as provided in paragraph (f)
of this section. The notice shall:

(1) Include the text of the proposed
rules;

(2) State that tenants or tenant rep-
resentatives may submit written com-
ments on the rules; and

(3) State that all comments must be
submitted to the project owner no later
than 30 days from the effective date of
the notice of the proposed rules.

(4) The notice may also announce the
date, time, and place for a meeting to
discuss the proposed rules (as provided
in paragraph (c) of this section).

(c) Tenant consultation. Tenants or
tenant representatives may submit
written comments on the proposed pet
rules to the project owner by the date
specified in the notice of proposed
rules. In addition, the owner may
schedule one or more meetings with
tenants during the comment period to
discuss the proposed rules. Tenants and
tenant representatives may make oral
comments on the proposed rules at
these meetings. The project owner
must consider comments made at these
meetings only if they are summarized,
reduced to writing, and submitted to
the project owner before the end of the
comment period.

(d) Development and notice of final pet
rules. The project owner shall develop
the final rules after reviewing tenants’
written comments and written sum-
maries of any owner-tenant meetings.
The project owner may meet with ten-
ants and tenant representatives to at-
tempt to resolve issues raised by the
comments. Subject to this subpart C,
the content of the final pet rules, how-
ever, is within the sole discretion of
the project owner. The project owner
shall serve on each tenant of the
project, a notice of the final pet rules
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as provided in paragraph (f) of this sec-
tion. The notice must include the text
of the final pet rules and must specify
the effective date of the final pet rules.

(e) Amendment of pet rules. The
project owner may amend the pet rules
at any time by following the procedure
for the development of pet rules speci-
fied in paragraphs (b) through (d) of
this section.

(f) Service of notice. (1) The project
owner must serve the notice required
under this section by:

(i) Sending a letter by first class
mail, properly stamped and addressed
to the tenant at the dwelling unit, with
a proper return address; or

(if) Serving a copy of the notice on
any adult answering the door at the
tenant’s leased dwelling unit, or if no
adult responds, by placing the notice
under or through the door, if possible,
or else by attaching the notice to the
door; or

(iii) For service of notice to tenants
of a high-rise building, posting the no-
tice in at least three conspicuous
places within the building and main-
taining the posted notices intact and in
legible form for 30 days. For purposes
of paragraph (f) of this section, a high-
rise building is a structure that is
equipped with an elevator and has a
common lobby.

(2) For purposes of computing time
periods following service of the notice,
service is effective on the day that all
notices are delivered or mailed, or in
the case of service by posting, on the
day that all notices are initially post-
ed.

§5.356 Housing programs: Pet rule vio-
lation procedures.

(a) Notice of pet rule violation. If a
project owner determines on the basis
of objective facts, supported by written
statements, that a pet owner has vio-
lated a rule governing the owning or
keeping of pets; the project owner may
serve a written notice of pet rule viola-
tion on the pet owner in accordance
with §5.353(f)(1)(i) or (ii). The notice of
pet rule violation must:

(1) Contain a brief statement of the
factual basis for the determination and
the pet rule or rules alleged to be vio-
lated;
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(2) State that the pet owner has 10
days from the effective date of service
of the notice to correct the violation
(including, in appropriate cir-
cumstances, removal of the pet) or to
make a written request for a meeting
to discuss the violation;

(3) State that the pet owner is enti-
tled to be accompanied by another per-
son of his or her choice at the meeting;
and

(4) State that the pet owner’s failure
to correct the violation, to request a
meeting, or to appear at a requested
meeting may result in initiation of
procedures to terminate the pet own-
er’s tenancy.

(b)(1) Pet rule violation meeting. If the
pet owner makes a timely request for a
meeting to discuss an alleged pet rule
violation, the project owner shall es-
tablish a mutually agreeable time and
place for the meeting but no later than
15 days from the effective date of serv-
ice of the notice of pet rule violation
(unless the project owner agrees to a
later date). At the pet rule violation
meeting, the pet owner and project
owner shall discuss any alleged pet rule
violation and attempt to correct it.
The project owner may, as a result of
the meeting, give the pet owner addi-
tional time to correct the violation.

(2) Notice for pet removal. If the pet
owner and project owner are unable to
resolve the pet rule violation at the pet
rule violation meeting, or if the project
owner determines that the pet owner
has failed to correct the pet rule viola-
tion within any additional time pro-
vided for this purpose under paragraph
(b)(1) of this section, the project owner
may serve a written notice on the pet
owner in accordance with §5.353(f)(1) (i)
or (ii) (or at the meeting, if appro-
priate), requiring the pet owner to re-
move the pet. The notice must:

(i) Contain a brief statement of the
factual basis for the determination and
the pet rule or rules that have been
violated;

(ii) State that the pet owner must re-
move the pet within 10 days of the ef-
fective date of service of the notice of
pet removal (or the meeting, if notice
is served at the meeting); and

(iii) State that failure to remove the
pet may result in initiation of proce-
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dures to terminate the pet owner’s ten-
ancy.

(c) Initiation of procedures to remove a
pet or terminate the pet owner’s tenancy.
(1) The project owner may not initiate
procedures to terminate a pet owner’s
tenancy based on a pet rule violation,
unless:

(i) The pet owner has failed to re-
move the pet or correct a pet rule vio-
lation within the applicable time pe-
riod specified in this section (including
any additional time permitted by the
owner); and

(ii) The pet rule violation is suffi-
cient to begin procedures to terminate
the pet owner’s tenancy under the
terms of the lease and applicable regu-
lations.

(2) The project owner may initiate
procedures to remove a pet under §5.327
at any time, in accordance with the
provisions of applicable State or local
law.

§5.359 Housing programs: Rejection of
units by applicants for tenancy.

(@) An applicant for tenancy in a
project for the elderly or persons with
disabilities may reject a unit offered
by a project owner if the unit is in
close proximity to a dwelling unit in
which an existing tenant of the project
owns or keeps a common household
pet. An applicant’s rejection of a unit
under this section shall not adversely
affect his or her application for ten-
ancy in the project, including (but not
limited to) his or her position on the
project waiting list or qualification for
any tenant selection preference.

(b) Nothing in this subpart C imposes
a duty on project owners to provide al-
ternate dwelling units to existing or
prospective tenants because of the
proximity of common household pets
to a particular unit or the presence of
such pets in the project.

§5.360 Housing programs: Additional
lease provisions.

(a) Inspections. In addition to other
inspections permitted under the lease,
the leases for all Housing program ten-
ants of projects for the elderly or per-
sons with disabilities may state that
the project owner may, after reason-
able notice to the tenant and during
reasonable hours, enter and inspect the



