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businesses, private nonprofit organiza-
tions, and farm operations where as-
sistance is required under § 954.4 or de-
termined by the grantee to be appro-
priate under § 954.4. 

(e) Costs related to tenant-based rental 
assistance. Eligible costs are the rental 
assistance and security deposit pay-
ments made to provide tenant-based 
rental assistance for a family. 

§ 954.304 Eligible administrative costs. 

Eligible administrative costs means 
reasonable and necessary costs, as de-
scribed in OMB Circular A–87, (avail-
able from the Executive Office of the 
President, Publication Service, 725 17th 
Street, N.W., Suite G–2200, Washington, 
DC 20503; Telephone, (202) 395–7332)) in-
curred by the grantee and related to 
the planning and execution of HOME 
activities assisted in whole or in part 
with funds provided under this part. 
The grantee may use up to 15 percent 
of the HOME funds for the payment of 
eligible administrative costs. 

§ 954.305 Tenant-based rental assist-
ance. 

(a) General. A grantee may use HOME 
funds for tenant-based rental assist-
ance only if the grantee selects fami-
lies in accordance with written tenant 
selection policies and criteria that are 
consistent with the purpose of pro-
viding housing to very low- and low-in-
come families and are reasonably re-
lated to preference rules established 
under section 6(c)(4)(A) of the U.S. 
Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437d). 
The grantee may select eligible fami-
lies currently residing in units that are 
designated for rehabilitation or acqui-
sition under the grantee’s HOME pro-
gram without requiring that the family 
meet the written tenant selection poli-
cies and written criteria. Families so 
selected may use the tenant-based as-
sistance in the rehabilitated or ac-
quired unit or in other qualified hous-
ing. 

(b) Program operation. The grantee 
may operate the program, or may con-
tract with another entity with the ca-
pacity to operate a rental assistance 
program. The tenant-based rental as-
sistance may be provided through an 
assistance contract to an owner that 

leases a unit to an assisted family or 
directly to the family. 

(c) Term of rental assistance contract. 
The term of the rental assistance con-
tract providing assistance with HOME 
funds may not exceed 24 months, but 
may be renewed, subject to the avail-
ability of HOME funds. The term of the 
rental assistance contract must begin 
on the first day of the term of the 
lease. For a rental assistance contract 
between a grantee and an owner, the 
term of the contract must terminate 
on termination of the lease. For a rent-
al assistance contract between a grant-
ee and a family, the term of the con-
tract need not end on termination of 
the lease, but no payments may be 
made after termination of the lease 
until a family enters into a new lease. 

(d) Rent reasonableness. The grantee 
must disapprove a lease if the rent is 
not reasonable, based on rents that are 
charged for comparable unassisted 
rental units. 

(e) Lease requirements. The lease must 
comply with the requirements in 
§ 954.402 of this part. 

(f) Maximum subsidy. (1) The amount 
of the monthly assistance that a grant-
ee may pay to, or on behalf of, a family 
may not exceed the difference between 
a rent standard for the unit size estab-
lished by the grantee and 30 percent of 
the family’s monthly adjusted income. 

(2) The grantee must establish a min-
imum dollar amount tenant contribu-
tion to rent. 

(3) The grantee’s rent standard for a 
unit size may not be less than 80 per-
cent of the published section 8 existing 
housing fair market rent (in effect 
when the payment standard amount is 
adopted) for the unit size, nor more 
than the section 8 fair market rent or 
HUD-approved community-wide excep-
tion rent (in effect when the grantee 
adopts its rent standard amount) for 
the unit size. Alternatively, the grant-
ee’s rent standard for a unit size may 
be based on local market conditions. 
Further, a grantee may approve on a 
unit-by-unit basis a subsidy based on a 
rent standard that exceeds the applica-
ble section 8 fair market rent by up to 
10 percent for 20 percent of units as-
sisted. 

(g) Housing quality standards. Housing 
occupied by a family receiving tenant- 
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