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could choose to deduct the original issue dis-
count at maturity of the loan. X makes its
choice by reporting the original issue dis-
count in a manner consistent with the meth-
od chosen on X’s timely filed federal income
tax return for 2004. If X wanted to use the
constant yield method, based on a yield of
5.279%, compounded annually, the original
issue discount is allocable to each year as
follows: $21,696 for 2004, $22,736 for 2005,
$23,937 for 2006, $25,200 for 2007, and $26,531 for
2008.

(d) Effective date. This section applies
to debt issuance costs paid or incurred
for debt instruments issued on or after
December 31, 2003.

(e) Accounting method changes—(1)
Consent to change. An issuer required to
change its method of accounting for
debt issuance costs to comply with this
section must secure the consent of the
Commissioner in accordance with the
requirements of §1.446-1(e). Paragraph
(e)(2) of this section provides the Com-
missioner’s automatic consent for cer-
tain changes.

(2) Automatic consent. The Commis-
sioner grants consent for an issuer to
change its method of accounting for
debt issuance costs incurred for debt
instruments issued on or after Decem-
ber 31, 2003. Because this change is
made on a cut-off basis, no items of in-
come or deduction are omitted or du-
plicated and, therefore, no adjustment
under section 481 is allowed. The con-
sent granted by this paragraph (e)(2)
applies provided—

(i) The change is made to comply
with this section;

(ii) The change is made for the first
taxable year for which the issuer must
account for debt issuance costs under
this section; and

(iii) The issuer attaches to its federal
income tax return for the taxable year
containing the change a statement
that it has changed its method of ac-
counting under this section.

[T.D. 9107, 69 FR 464, Jan. 5, 2004]

§1.446-6 REMIC inducement fees.

(a) Purpose. This section provides spe-
cific timing rules for the clear reflec-
tion of income from an inducement fee
received in connection with becoming
the holder of a noneconomic REMIC re-
sidual interest. An inducement fee
must be included in income over a pe-
riod reasonably related to the period
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during which the applicable REMIC is
expected to generate taxable income or
net loss allocable to the holder of the
noneconomic residual interest.

(b) Definitions. For purposes of this
section:

(1) Applicable REMIC. The applicable
REMIC is the REMIC that issued the
noneconomic residual interest with re-
spect to which the inducement fee is
paid.

(2) Inducement fee. An inducement fee
is the amount paid to induce a person
to become the holder of a noneconomic
residual interest in an applicable
REMIC.

(3) Noneconomic residual interest. A
REMIC residual interest is a non-
economic residual interest if it is a
noneconomic residual interest within
the meaning of §1.860E-1(c)(2).

(4) Remaining anticipated weighted av-
erage life. The remaining anticipated
weighted average life is the anticipated
weighted average life determined using
the methodology set forth in §1.860E—
1(a)(3)(iv) applied as of the date of ac-
quisition of the noneconomic residual
interest.

(5) REMIC. The term REMIC has the
same meaning in this section as given
in §1.860D-1.

(c) General rule. All taxpayers, re-
gardless of their overall method of ac-
counting, must recognize an induce-
ment fee over the remaining expected
life of the applicable REMIC in a man-
ner that reasonably reflects, without
regard to this paragraph, the after-tax
costs and benefits of holding that non-
economic residual interest.

(d) Special rule on disposition of a re-
sidual interest. If any portion of an in-
ducement fee received with respect to
becoming the holder of a noneconomic
residual interest in an applicable
REMIC has not been recognized in full
by the holder as of the time the holder
transfers, or otherwise ceases to be the
holder for Federal tax purposes of, that
residual interest in the applicable
REMIC, then the holder must include
the unrecognized portion of the induce-
ment fee in income at that time. This
rule does not apply to a transaction to
which section 381(c)(4) applies.

(e) Safe harbors. If inducement fees
are recognized in accordance with a
method described in this paragraph (e),
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that method complies with the require-
ments of paragraph (c) of this section.

(1) The book method. Under the book
method, an inducement fee is recog-
nized in accordance with the method of
accounting, and over the same period,
used by the taxpayer for financial re-
porting purposes (including consoli-
dated financial statements to share-
holders, partners, beneficiaries, and
other proprietors and for credit pur-
poses), provided that the inducement
fee is included in income for financial
reporting purposes over a period that is
not shorter than the period during
which the applicable REMIC is ex-
pected to generate taxable income.

(2) The modified REMIC regulatory
method. Under the modified REMIC reg-
ulatory method, the inducement fee is
recognized ratably over the remaining
anticipated weighted average life of
the applicable REMIC as if the induce-
ment fee were unrecognized gain being
included in gross income under §1.860F—
2(b)(4)(ii).

(3) Additional safe harbor methods. The
Commissioner, by revenue ruling or
revenue procedure (see §1.601(d)(2) of
this chapter), may provide additional
safe harbor methods for recognizing in-
ducement fees relating to noneconomic
REMIC residual interests.

(f) Method of accounting. The treat-
ment of inducement fees is a method of
accounting to which the provisions of
sections 446 and 481 and the regulations
thereunder apply. A taxpayer is gen-
erally permitted to adopt a method of
accounting for inducement fees that
satisfies the requirements of paragraph
(c) of this section. Once a taxpayer
adopts a method of accounting for in-
ducement fees, that method must be
applied consistently to all inducement
fees received in connection with non-
economic REMIC residual interests and
may be changed only with the consent
of the Commissioner, as provided by
section 446(e) and the regulations and
procedures thereunder.

(g) Effective date. This section is ap-
plicable for taxable years ending on or
after May 11, 2004.

[T.D. 9128, 69 FR 26041, May 11, 2004]
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§1.448-1

§1.448-1 Limitation on the use of the
cash receipts and disbursements
method of accounting.

(a)—(f) [Reserved]

(g) Treatment of accounting method
change and timing rules for section 481(a)
adjustment—(1) Treatment of change in
accounting method. Notwithstanding
any other procedure published prior to
January 7, 1991, concerning changes
from the cash method, any taxpayer to
whom section 448 applies must change
its method of accounting in accordance
with the provisions of this paragraph
(g) and paragraph (h) of this section. In
the case of any taxpayer required by
this section to change its method of ac-
counting for any taxable year, the
change shall be treated as a change ini-
tiated by the taxpayer. The adjust-
ments required under section 481(a)
with respect to the change in method
of accounting of such a taxpayer shall
not be reduced by amounts attrib-
utable to taxable years preceding the
Internal Revenue Code of 1954. Para-
graph (h)(2) of this section provides
procedures under which a taxpayer
may change to an overall accrual
method of accounting for the first tax-
able year the taxpayer is subject to
this section (‘‘first section 448 year’’).
If the taxpayer complies with the pro-
visions of paragraph (h)(2) of this sec-
tion for its first section 448 year, the
change shall be treated as made with
the consent of the Commissioner. Para-
graph (h)(3) of this section provides
procedures under which a taxpayer
may change to other than an overall
accrual method of accounting for its
first section 448 year. Unless the tax-
payer complies with the provisions of
paragraph (h)(2) or (h)(3) of this section
for its first section 448 year, the tax-
payer must comply with the provisions
of paragraph (h)(4) of this section. See
paragraph (h) of this section for rules
to effect a change in method of ac-
counting.

(2) Timing rules for section 481(a) ad-
Jjustment—(i) In general. Except as oth-
erwise provided in paragraphs (g)(2)(ii)
and (g)(3) of this section, a taxpayer re-
quired by this section to change from
the cash method must take the net sec-
tion 481(a) adjustment into account



