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VARIATIONS FROM REQUIREMENTS 

§ 44.72 Alternate methods or proce-
dures. 

A manufacturer of tobacco products, 
an export warehouse proprietor, or a 
customs warehouse proprietor, on spe-
cific approval by the appropriate ATF 
officer as provided in this section, may 
use an alternate method or procedure 
in lieu of a method or procedure spe-
cifically prescribed in this part. The 
appropriate ATF officer may approve 
an alternate method or procedure, sub-
ject to stated conditions, when he finds 
that— 

(a) Good cause has been shown for 
the use of the alternate method or pro-
cedure. 

(b) The alternate method or proce-
dure is within the purpose of, and con-
sistent with the effect intended by, the 
specifically prescribed method or pro-
cedure, and affords equivalent security 
to the revenue, and 

(c) The alternate method or proce-
dure will not be contrary to any provi-
sion of law, and will not result in an in-
crease in cost to the Government or 
hinder the effective administration of 
this part. No alternate method or pro-
cedure relating to the giving of any 
bond or to the assessment, payment, or 
collection of tax, shall be authorized 
under this section. Where a manufac-
turer or proprietor desires to employ 
an alternate method or procedure, he 
shall submit a written application to 
the appropriate ATF officer. The appli-
cation shall specifically describe the 
proposed alternate method or proce-
dure, and shall set forth the reasons 
therefor. Alternate methods or proce-
dures shall not be employed until the 
application has been approved by the 
appropriate ATF officer. The manufac-
turer or proprietor shall, during the pe-
riod of authorization of an alternate 
method or procedure, comply with the 
terms of the approved application. Au-
thorization for any alternate method 
or procedure may be withdrawn when-
ever in the judgment of the appropriate 
ATF officer the revenue is jeopardized 
or the effective administration of this 
part is hindered. The manufacturer or 
proprietor shall retain, as part of his 
records, any authorization of the ap-

propriate ATF officer under this sec-
tion. 

[T.D. 6871, 31 FR 49, Jan. 4, 1966. Redesig-
nated at 40 FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975; T.D. ATF– 
480, 67 FR 30801, May 8, 2002] 

§ 44.73 Emergency variations from re-
quirements. 

The appropriate ATF officer may ap-
prove methods of operation other than 
as specified in this part, where he finds 
that an emergency exists and the pro-
posed variations from the specified re-
quirements are necessary, and the pro-
posed variations— 

(a) Will afford the security and pro-
tection to the revenue intended by the 
prescribed specifications, 

(b) Will not hinder the effective ad-
ministration of this part, and 

(c) Will not be contrary to any provi-
sion of law. Variations from require-
ments granted under this section are 
conditioned on compliance with the 
procedures, conditions, and limitations 
set forth in the approval of the applica-
tion. Failure to comply in good faith 
with such procedures, conditions, and 
limitations shall automatically termi-
nate the authority for such variations 
and the manufacturer, export ware-
house proprietor, or customs ware-
house proprietor, thereupon shall fully 
comply with the prescribed require-
ments of regulations from which the 
variations were authorized. Authority 
for any variations may be withdrawn 
whenever in the judgment of the appro-
priate ATF officer the revenue is jeop-
ardized or the effective administration 
of this part is hindered by the continu-
ation of such variation. Where a manu-
facturer or proprietor desires to em-
ploy such variation, he shall submit a 
written application to the appropriate 
ATF officer. The application shall de-
scribe the proposed variations and set 
forth the reasons therefor. Variations 
shall not be employed until the appli-
cation has been approved. The manu-
facturer or proprietor shall retain, as 
part of his records, any authorization 
of the appropriate ATF officer under 
this section. 

[T.D. 6871, 31 FR 50, Jan. 4, 1966. Redesig-
nated at 40 FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975; T.D. ATF– 
480, 67 FR 30801, May 8, 2002] 
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