§7.81

percent by weight, proof, or by maxi-
mums or minimums.

(2) For malt beverages containing 0.5
percent or more alcohol by volume,
statements of alcoholic content shall
be expressed to the nearest one-tenth
of a percent, subject to the tolerance
permitted by paragraph (c) (1) and (2)
of this section. For malt beverages con-
taining less than 0.5 percent alcohol by
volume, alcoholic content may be ex-
pressed in one-hundredths of a percent,
subject to the tolerance permitted in
paragraph (c)(3) of this section.

(3) Alcoholic content shall be ex-
pressed in the following fashion: ‘‘alco-
hol—percent by volume,” ‘‘alcohol by
volume—percent,” ‘“—percent alcohol
by volume,” or ‘“‘“—percent alcohol/vol-
ume.” The abbreviations ‘‘alc” and
“vol” may be used in lieu of the words
“alcohol” and ‘‘volume,” and the sym-
bol “%’ may be used in lieu of the
word ‘‘percent.”’

(c) Tolerances. (1) For malt beverages
containing 0.5 percent or more alcohol
by volume, a tolerance of 0.3 percent
will be permitted, either above or
below the stated percentage of alcohol.
Any malt beverage which is labeled as
containing 0.5 percent or more alcohol
by volume may not contain less than
0.5 percent alcohol by volume, regard-
less of any tolerance.

(2) For malt beverages which are la-
beled as ‘‘low alcohol” or ‘‘reduced al-
cohol” under paragraph (d) of this sec-
tion, the actual alcoholic content may
not equal or exceed 2.5 percent alcohol
by volume, regardless of any tolerance
permitted by paragraph (c)(1) of this
section.

(3) For malt beverages containing
less than 0.5 percent alcohol by vol-
ume, the actual alcoholic content may
not exceed the labeled alcoholic con-
tent. A malt beverage may not be la-
beled with an alcoholic content of 0.0
percent alcohol by volume unless it is
also labeled as ‘‘alcohol free’” and con-
tains no alcohol.

(d) Low alcohol and reduced alcohol.
The terms ‘‘low alcohol” or ‘‘reduced
alcohol”” may be used only on malt bev-
erages containing less than 2.5 percent
alcohol by volume.

(e) Non-alcoholic. The term ‘‘non-alco-
holic”” may be used on malt beverages,
provided the statement ‘‘contains less
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than 0.5 percent (or .5%) alcohol by vol-
ume’ appears in direct conjunction
with it, in readily legible printing and
on a completely contrasting back-
ground.

(f) Alcohol free. The term ‘‘alcohol
free”” may be used only on malt bev-
erages containing no alcohol.

[T.D. ATF-339, 58 FR 21232, Apr. 19, 1993]

Subpart [—Use of the Term
“Organic”

§7.81 Use of the term “organic.”

(a) Use of the term ‘‘organic’ is op-
tional and is treated as ‘‘additional in-
formation on labels’ under §7.28(e).

(b) Any use of the term ‘‘organic’ on
a malt beverage label or in advertising
of malt beverages must comply with
the United States Department of Agri-
culture’s (USDA) National Organic
Program rules (7 CFR part 205) as in-
terpreted by the USDA.

(c) This section applies to labels and
advertising that use the term ‘‘or-
ganic” on and after October 21, 2002.

[T.D. ATF-483, 67 FR 62858, Oct. 8, 2002]
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