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into account in determining whether a 
reward must be paid, and, if so, the 
amount thereof. The amount of a re-
ward shall represent what the appro-
priate ATF officer deems to be ade-
quate compensation in the particular 
case, normally not to exceed 10 percent 
of the additional taxes, penalties, and 
fines which are recovered as a result of 
the information. No reward, however, 
shall be paid with respect to any addi-
tional interest that may be collected. 
Payment of a reward will be made as 
promptly as the circumstances of the 
case permit, but generally not until 
the taxes, penalties, or fines involved 
have been collected. However, the in-
formant may waive any claim for re-
ward with respect to an uncollected 
portion of the taxes, penalties, or fines 
involved, in which case the claim may 
be immediately processed. No person is 
authorized under these regulations to 
make any offer, or promise, or other-
wise to bind the appropriate ATF offi-
cer with respect to the payment of any 
reward or the amount thereof. 

(d) Submission of information. Persons 
desiring to claim rewards under the 
provisions of 26 U.S.C. 7623 and this sec-
tion may submit information relating 
to violations of tax laws administered 
by the Bureau to an appropriate ATF 
officer. If the information is submitted 
in person, either orally or in writing, 
the name and official title of the per-
son to whom it is submitted and the 
date on which it is submitted must be 
included in the formal claim for re-
ward. 

(e) Anonymity. No unauthorized per-
son shall be advised of the identity of 
an informant. 

(f) Filing claim for reward. An inform-
ant who intends to claim a reward 
under 26 U.S.C. 7623 should notify the 
person to whom he submits his infor-
mation of such intention, and must file 
a formal claim, signed with his true 
name, as soon after submission of the 
information as practicable. If other 
than the informant’s true name was 
used in furnishing the information, the 
claimant must include with his claim 
satisfactory proof of his identity as 
that of the informant. Claim for reward 
under the provisions of 26 U.S.C. 7623 
must be made on ATF Form 3200.13. 
ATF Form 3200.13 should be obtained 

from the office where the information 
is filed. 

(68A Stat. 904 (26 U.S.C. 7623); 26 U.S.C. 7805 
(68A Stat. 917), 27 U.S.C. 205 (49 Stat. 981 as 
amended), 18 U.S.C. 926 (82 Stat. 959), and sec. 
38, Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2778, 
90 Stat. 744)) 

[T.D. ATF–6, 38 FR 32445, Nov. 26, 1973, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–48, 43 FR 13531, Mar. 
31, 1978; 44 FR 55841, Sept. 28, 1979. Redesig-
nated by T.D. ATF–301, 55 FR 47606, Nov. 14, 
1990; T.D. ATF–312, 56 FR 31085, July 9, 1991; 
T.D. ATF–450, 66 FR 29024, May 29, 2001] 

§ 70.42 Returns prepared or executed 
by appropriate ATF officers. 

(a) Preparation of returns—(1) General. 
If any person, required by provisions of 
26 U.S.C. enforced and administered by 
the Bureau or by the regulations pre-
scribed thereunder to make a return, 
fails to make such return, it may be 
prepared by an appropriate ATF officer 
provided the person required to make 
the return consents to disclose all in-
formation necessary for the prepara-
tion of such return. The return upon 
being signed by the person required to 
make it must be received by the appro-
priate ATF officer, as the return of 
such person. 

(2) Responsibility of person for whom 
return is prepared. A person for whom a 
return is prepared in accordance with 
paragraph (a)(1) of this section shall for 
all legal purposes remain responsible 
for the correctness of the return to the 
same extent as if the return had been 
prepared by such person. 

(b) Execution of returns—(1) General. If 
any person, required by provisions of 26 
U.S.C. enforced and administered by 
the Bureau or by the regulations pre-
scribed thereunder to make a return, 
fails to make a return at the time pre-
scribed therefor, or makes, willfully or 
otherwise, a false or fraudulent return, 
the appropriate ATF officer must make 
such return from such officer’s own 
knowledge and from such information 
as the officer can obtain through testi-
mony or otherwise. 

(2) Status of returns. Any return made 
in accordance with paragraph (b)(1) of 
this section and subscribed by the ap-
propriate ATF officer is prima facie 
good and sufficient for all legal pur-
poses. 
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(c) Cross references. (1) For provisions 
that the return executed by an appro-
priate ATF officer will not start the 
running of the period of limitations on 
assessment and collection, see 26 U.S.C. 
6501(b)(3) and § 70.222(b) of this part. 

(2) For additions to the tax and addi-
tional amounts for failure to file re-
turns, see section 6651 of the Internal 
Revenue Code. 

(3) For additions to the tax for fail-
ure to pay tax, see sections 5684, 5761, 
and 6653 of the Internal Revenue Code. 

(4) For failure to make deposit of 
taxes or overstatement of deposit 
claims, see section 6656 of the Internal 
Revenue Code. 

(5) For an additional penalty for ten-
dering a bad check or money order, see 
section 6657 of the Internal Revenue 
Code. 

(6) For certain failures to pay tax 
with respect to cases pending under 
Title 11 of the United States Code, see 
section 6658 of the Internal Revenue 
Code. 

(7) For failure to supply identifying 
numbers, see section 6676 of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code. 

(8) For penalties for aiding and abet-
ting understatement of tax liability, 
see section 6701 of the Internal Revenue 
Code. 

(9) For criminal penalties for willful 
failure to make returns, see sections 
7201, 7202, and 7203 of the Internal Rev-
enue Code. 

(10) For criminal penalties for will-
fully making false or fraudulent re-
turns, see sections 7206 and 7207 of the 
Internal Revenue Code. 

(11) For authority to examine books 
and witnesses, see section 7602 of the 
Internal Revenue Code and § 70.22. 

(26 U.S.C. 6020) 

[T.D. ATF–251, 52 FR 19314, May 22, 1987. Re-
designated and amended by T.D. ATF–301, 55 
FR 47606 and 47610, Nov. 14, 1990; T.D. ATF– 
450, 66 FR 29024, May 29, 2001] 

Subpart D—Collection of Excise 
and Special (Occupational) Tax 

COLLECTION—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 70.51 Collection authority. 
The taxes imposed by provisions of 26 

U.S.C. enforced and administered by 

the Bureau must be collected by appro-
priate ATF officers. 

(26 U.S.C. 6301) 

[T.D. ATF–450, 66 FR 29024, May 29, 2001] 

§ 70.52 Signature presumed authentic. 

An individual’s name signed to a re-
turn, statement, or other document 
shall be prima facie evidence for all 
purposes that the return, statement or 
other document was actually signed by 
that individual. 

(26 U.S.C. 6064) 

[T.D. ATF–301, 55 FR 47611, Nov. 14, 1990] 

RECEIPT OF PAYMENT 

§ 70.61 Payment by check or money 
order. 

(a) Authority to Receive—(1) General. 
(i) The appropriate ATF officer may 
accept checks drawn on any bank or 
trust company incorporated under the 
laws of the United States or under the 
laws of any State, Territory, or posses-
sion of the United States, or money or-
ders in payment for internal revenue 
taxes, provided such checks or money 
orders are collectible in U.S. currency 
at par, and subject to the further provi-
sions contained in this section. The ap-
propriate ATF officer may accept such 
checks or money orders in payment for 
internal revenue stamps (authorized 
under Subtitle E of the Internal Rev-
enue Code or any provision of Subtitle 
F which relates to Subtitle E) to the 
extent and under the conditions pre-
scribed in paragraph (a)(2) of this sec-
tion. A check or money order in pay-
ment for internal revenue taxes or in-
ternal revenue stamps should be made 
payable to the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco and Firearms. A check or money 
order is payable at par only if the full 
amount thereof is payable without any 
deduction for exchange or other 
charges. As used in this section, the 
term ‘‘money order’’ means: 

(A) U.S. postal, bank, express, or 
telegraph money order; and 

(B) Money order issued by a domestic 
building and loan association (as de-
fined in section 7701(a)(19) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code) or by a similar asso-
ciation incorporated under the laws of 
a possession of the United States; 
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