§15.3

contract generally are
recoupment.

Salary offset means an administrative
offset to collect a debt under 5 U.S.C.
5514 by deduction(s) at one or more of-
ficially established pay intervals from
the current pay account of an em-
ployee without his/her consent.

Tax refund offset means withholding
or reducing a tax refund payment by an
amount necessary to satisfy a debt
owed by the payee(s) of a tax refund
payment.

Treasury as used in 10 CFR part 15
means the Department of the Treasury.

Withholding order means any order for
withholding or garnishment of pay
issued by an agency, or judicial or ad-
ministrative body.

subject to

[55 FR 32377, Aug. 9, 1990, as amended at 56
FR 51830, Oct. 16, 1991; 67 FR 30318, May 6,
2002]

§15.3 Communications.

Unless otherwise specified, commu-
nications concerning the regulations in
this part may be addressed to the Sec-
retary of the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission and sent either by mail to the
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Washington, DC 20555-0001, ATTN:
Rulemakings and Adjudications Staff;
by hand delivery to the NRC’s offices
at 11555 Rockville Pike, One White
Flint North, Rockville, Maryland; or,
where practicable, by electronic sub-
mission, for example, via Electronic In-
formation Exchange, or CD-ROM. Elec-
tronic submissions must be made in a
manner that enables the NRC to re-
ceive, read, authenticate, distribute,
and archive the submission, and proc-
ess and retrieve it a single page at a
time. Detailed guidance on making
electronic submissions can be obtained
by visiting the NRC’s Web site at http://
www.nrc.gov/site-help/eie.html, by call-
ing (301) 4156030, by e-mail to
EIE@nrc.gov, or by writing the Office of
the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission, Wash-
ington, DC 20555-0001. The guidance dis-
cusses, among other topics, the for-
mats the NRC can accept, the use of
electronic signatures, and the treat-
ment of nonpublic information.

[68 FR 58801, Oct. 10, 2003]
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§15.5 Claims that are covered.

(a) These procedures generally apply
to any claim for payment of a debt
which:

(1) Results from activities of the
NRC, including fees imposed under part
170 and part 171; or

(2) Is referred to the NRC for collec-
tion.

(b) These procedures do not apply to:

(1) A claim based on a civil monetary
penalty for violation of a licensing re-
quirement unless §2.205 of this chapter
provides otherwise;

(2) A claim as to which there is an in-
dication of fraud, the presentation of a
false claim, or misrepresentation on
the part of the debtor or any other
party having an interest in the claim;

(3) A claim based in whole or in part
on conduct in violation of the antitrust
laws;

(4) A claim under the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986.

(5) A claim between Federal agencies.
Federal agencies should attempt to re-
solve interagency claims as referenced
in Executive Order 12146 (3 CFR, 1980
Comp., pp. 409-412).

(6) A claim once it becomes subject
to salary offset under 5 U.S.C. 5514.
These claims are subject to the provi-
sions of 10 CFR part 16.

(7) A claim involving bankruptcy is
covered by Title 11 of the United States
Code.

[47 FR 7616, Feb. 22, 1982, as amended at 55
FR 32377, Aug. 9, 1990; 56 FR 51830, Oct. 16,
1991; 67 FR 30318, May 6, 2002]

§15.7 Monetary limitation on NRC’s
authority.

The NRC’s authority to compromise
a claim, or to terminate or suspend col-
lection action on a claim covered by
these procedures, is limited by 31
U.S.C. 3711(a) to claims that—

(a) Have not been referred to another
Federal Agency for further collection
actions; and

(b) Do not exceed $100,000 (exclusive
of interest, penalties, and administra-
tive charges) or such higher amount as
the Attorney General shall from time
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to time prescribe for purposes of com-
promise or suspension or termination
of collection activity.

[47 FR 7616, Feb. 22, 1982, as amended at 55
FR 32378, Aug. 9, 1990; 67 FR 30318, May 6,
2002]

§15.8 Information collection require-
ments: OMB approval.

This part contains no information
collection requirements, and therefore,
is not subject to the requirements of
the Paperwork Reduction Act (44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.).

[67 FR 30319, May 6, 2002]

§15.9 No private rights created.

(@) The failure of NRC to include in
this part any provision of the FCCS, 31
CFR Chapter IX, parts 900-904, does not
prevent the NRC from applying these
provisions.

(b) A debtor may not use the failure
of the NRC to comply with any provi-
sion of this part or of the Federal
Claims Collections Standards as a de-
fense.

[47 FR 7616, Feb. 22, 1982, as amended at 55
FR 32378, Aug. 9, 1990; 67 FR 30319, May 6,
2002]

§15.11 Form of payment.

These procedures are directed pri-
marily to the recovery of money on be-
half of the Government. The NRC may
demand:

(a) The return of specific property; or

(b) The performance of specific serv-
ices.

[47 FR 7616, Feb. 22, 1982, as amended at 67
FR 30319, May 6, 2002]

§15.13 Subdivision of claims.

The NRC shall consider a debtor’s li-
ability arising from a particular trans-
action or contract as a single claim in
determining whether the claim is less
than the monetary limitation for the
purpose of compromising or suspending
or terminating collection action. A
claim may not be subdivided to avoid
the monetary limitation established by
31 U.S.C. 3711(a)(2) and §15.7.

[55 FR 32378, Aug. 9, 1990]

§15.20

Subpart B—Administrative
Collection of Claims

§15.20 Aggressive agency collection
activity.

(a) The NRC shall take aggressive ac-
tion to collect all debts. These collec-
tion activities will be undertaken
promptly and follow-up action will be
taken as appropriate. These regula-
tions do not require the Department of
Justice, Department of the Treasury
(Treasury), or any other Treasury-des-
ignated collection center to duplicate
collection activities previously under-
taken by NRC.

(b) Debt referred or transferred to
Treasury or to a Treasury-designated
debt collection center under the au-
thority of 31 U.S.C. 3711(g) must be
serviced, collected, or compromised, or
the collection action will be suspended
or terminated, in accordance with the
statutory requirements and authorities
applicable to the collection of the
debts.

(c) The NRC shall cooperate with
other agencies in their debt collection
activities.

(d) The NRC will consider referring
debts that are less than 180 days delin-
quent to Treasury or to a Treasury-
designated debt collection center to ac-
complish efficient, cost-effective debt
collection. Referrals to debt collection
centers are at the discretion of, and for
a time period acceptable to, Treasury.

(e) The NRC shall transfer any debt
that has been delinquent for 180 days or
more to Treasury so that it may take
appropriate action to collect the debt
or terminate collection actions. This
requirement does not apply to any debt
that—

(1) Is in litigation or foreclosure;

(2) Will be disposed of under an ap-
proved asset sale program;

(3) Has been referred to a private col-
lection contractor for a period of time
acceptable to Treasury;

(4) Is at a debt collection center for a
period of time acceptable to Treasury;

(5) Will be collected under internal
offset procedures within 3 years after
the date the debt first became delin-
quent; or

(6) Is exempt from this requirement
based on a determination by Treasury
that exemption for a certain class of
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