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the objection, the grounds, and the rul-
ing. Exception to an adverse ruling is 
preserved without notation on-the- 
record. 

(g) Offer of proof. An offer of proof, 
made in connection with an objection 
to a ruling of the presiding officer ex-
cluding or rejecting proffered oral tes-
timony, must consist of a statement of 
the substance of the proffered evidence. 
If the excluded evidence is in written 
form, a copy must be marked for iden-
tification. Rejected exhibits, ade-
quately marked for identification, 
must be retained in the record. 

(h) Exhibits. A written exhibit will 
not be received in evidence unless the 
original and two copies are offered and 
a copy is furnished to each party, or 
the parties have been previously fur-
nished with copies or the presiding offi-
cer directs otherwise. The presiding of-
ficer may permit a party to replace 
with a true copy an original document 
admitted in evidence. 

(i) Official record. An official record 
of a government agency or entry in an 
official record may be evidenced by an 
official publication or by a copy at-
tested by the officer having legal cus-
tody of the record and accompanied by 
a certificate of his custody. 

(j) Official notice. (1) The Commis-
sion or the presiding officer may take 
official notice of any fact of which a 
court of the United States may take 
judicial notice or of any technical or 
scientific fact within the knowledge of 
the Commission as an expert body. 
Each fact officially noticed under this 
paragraph must be specified in the 
record with sufficient particularity to 
advise the parties of the matters which 
have been noticed or brought to the at-
tention of the parties before final deci-
sion and each party adversely affected 
by the decision shall be given oppor-
tunity to controvert the fact. 

(2) If a decision is stated to rest in 
whole or in part on official notice of a 
fact which the parties have not had a 
prior opportunity to controvert, a 
party may controvert the fact by filing 
an appeal from an initial decision or a 
petition for reconsideration of a final 
decision. The appeal must clearly and 
concisely set forth the information re-
lied upon to controvert the fact. 

§ 2.712 Proposed findings and conclu-
sions. 

(a) Any party to a proceeding may, or 
if directed by the presiding officer 
shall, file proposed findings of fact and 
conclusions of law, briefs and a pro-
posed form of order or decision within 
the time provided by this section, ex-
cept as otherwise ordered by the pre-
siding officer: 

(1) The party who has the burden of 
proof shall, within thirty (30) days 
after the record is closed, file proposed 
findings of fact and conclusions of law 
and briefs, and a proposed form of order 
or decision. 

(2) Other parties may file proposed 
findings, conclusions of law and briefs 
within forty (40) days after the record 
is closed. 

(3) A party who has the burden of 
proof may reply within five (5) days 
after filing of proposed findings and 
conclusions of law and briefs by other 
parties. 

(b) Failure to file proposed findings 
of fact, conclusions of law, or briefs 
when directed to do so may be consid-
ered a default, and an order or initial 
decision may be entered accordingly. 

(c) Proposed findings of fact must be 
clearly and concisely set forth in num-
bered paragraphs and must be confined 
to the material issues of fact presented 
on-the-record, with exact citations to 
the transcript of record and exhibits in 
support of each proposed finding. Pro-
posed conclusions of law must be set 
forth in numbered paragraphs as to all 
material issues of law or discretion 
presented on-the-record. An interve-
nor’s proposed findings of fact and con-
clusions of law must be confined to 
issues which that party placed in con-
troversy or sought to place in con-
troversy in the proceeding. 

§ 2.713 Initial decision and its effect. 
(a) After hearing, the presiding offi-

cer will render an initial decision 
which will constitute the final action 
of the Commission forty (40) days after 
its date unless any party petitions for 
Commission review in accordance with 
§ 2.341 or the Commission takes review 
sua sponte. 

(b) Where the public interest so re-
quires, the Commission may direct 
that the presiding officer certify the 
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record to it without an initial decision, 
and may: 

(1) Prepare its own decision which 
will become final unless the Commis-
sion grants a petition for reconsider-
ation under § 2.345; or 

(2) Omit an initial decision on a find-
ing that due and timely execution of 
its functions imperatively and unavoid-
ably so requires. 

(c) An initial decision will be in writ-
ing and will be based on the whole 
record and supported by reliable, pro-
bative, and substantial evidence. The 
initial decision will include: 

(1) Findings, conclusions, and rul-
ings, with the reasons or basis for 
them, on all material issues of fact, 
law, or discretion presented on-the- 
record; 

(2) All facts officially noticed and re-
lied on in making the decision; 

(3) The appropriate ruling, order, or 
denial of relief with the effective date; 

(4) The time within which a petition 
for review of the decision may be filed, 
the time within which answers in sup-
port of or in opposition to a petition 
for review filed by another party may 
be filed and, in the case of an initial 
decision which may become final in ac-
cordance with paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion, the date when it may become 
final. 

Subpart H—Rulemaking 

§ 2.800 Scope of rulemaking. 
This subpart governs the issuance, 

amendment and repeal of regulations 
in which participation by interested 
persons is prescribed under section 553 
of title 5 of the U.S. Code. 

[35 FR 11459, July 17, 1970] 

§ 2.801 Initiation of rulemaking. 
Rulemaking may be initiated by the 

Commission at its own instance, on the 
recommendation of another agency of 
the United States, or on the petition of 
any other interested person. 

§ 2.802 Petition for rulemaking. 
(a) Any interested person may peti-

tion the Commission to issue, amend or 
rescind any regulation. The petition 
should be addressed to the Secretary, 
Attention: Rulemakings and Adjudica-

tions Staff, and sent either by mail ad-
dressed to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, Washington, DC 20555– 
0001; by facsimile; by hand delivery to 
the NRC’s offices at 11555 Rockville 
Pike, Rockville, Maryland; or, where 
practicable, by electronic submission, 
for example, via Electronic Informa-
tion Exchange, e-mail, or CD-ROM. 
Electronic submissions must be made 
in a manner that enables the NRC to 
receive, read, authenticate, distribute, 
and archive the submission, and proc-
ess and retrieve it a single page at a 
time. Detailed guidance on making 
electronic submissions can be obtained 
by visiting the NRC’s Web site at http:// 
www.nrc.gov/site-help/eie.html, by call-
ing (301) 415–6030, by e-mail to 
EIE@nrc.gov, or by writing the Office of 
the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission, Wash-
ington, DC 20555–0001. The guidance dis-
cusses, among other topics, the for-
mats the NRC can accept, the use of 
electronic signatures, and the treat-
ment of nonpublic information. 

(b) A prospective petitioner may con-
sult with the NRC before filing a peti-
tion for rulemaking by writing to the 
Chief, Rules and Directives Branch, 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 
Washington, DC 20555–0001. A prospec-
tive petitioner also may telephone the 
Rules and Directives Branch on (301) 
415–7163, or toll free on (800) 368–5642, or 
send e-mail to NRCREP@nrc.gov. 

(1) In any consultation prior to the 
filing of a petition for rulemaking, the 
assistance that may be provided by the 
NRC staff is limited to— 

(i) Describing the procedure and proc-
ess for filing and responding to a peti-
tion for rulemaking; 

(ii) Clarifying an existing NRC regu-
lation and the basis for the regulation; 
and 

(iii) Assisting the prospective peti-
tioner to clarify a potential petition so 
that the Commission is able to under-
stand the nature of the issues of con-
cern to the petitioner. 

(2) In any consultation prior to the 
filing of a petition for rulemaking, in 
providing the assistance permitted in 
paragraph (b)(1) of this section, the 
NRC staff will not draft or develop text 
or alternative approaches to address 
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