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vested with executive authority over
activities subject to this part.

Substantial safety hazard means a loss
of safety function to the extent that
there is a major reduction in the de-
gree of protection provided to public
health and safety for any facility or ac-
tivity licensed, other than for export,
pursuant to parts 30, 40, 50, 60, 61, 63, 70,
71, or 72 of this chapter.

Supplying or supplies means contrac-
tually responsible for a basic compo-
nent used or to be used in a facility or
activity which is subject to the regula-
tions in this part.

[42 FR 28893, June 6, 1977; 42 FR 36803, July
18, 1977, as amended at 43 FR 48622, Oct. 19,
1978; 46 FR 58283, Dec. 1, 1981; 47 FR 57480,
Dec. 27, 1982; 56 FR 36089, July 31, 1991; 59 FR
5519, Feb. 7, 1994; 60 FR 48373, Sept. 19, 1995;
61 FR 65171, Dec. 11, 1996; 64 FR 72000, Dec. 23,
1999; 66 FR 55790, Nov. 2, 2001]

§21.4 Interpretations.

Except as specifically authorized by
the Commission in writing, no inter-
pretation of the meaning of the regula-
tions in this part by any officer or em-
ployee of the Commission other than a
written interpretation by the General
Counsel will be recognized to be bind-
ing upon the Commission.

§21.5 Communications.

Except where otherwise specified in
this part, written communications and
reports concerning the regulations in
this part must be addressed to the
NRC’s Document Control Desk, and
sent either by mail to the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, Washington,
DC 20555-0001; by hand delivery to the
NRC’s offices at 11555 Rockville Pike,
Rockville, Maryland; or, where prac-
ticable, by electronic submission, for
example, Electronic Information Ex-
change, or CD-ROM. Electronic submis-
sions must be made in a manner that
enables the NRC to receive, read, au-
thenticate, distribute, and archive the
submission, and process and retrieve it
a single page at a time. Detailed guid-
ance on making electronic submissions
can be obtained by visiting the NRC’s
Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/site-help/
eie.html, by calling (301) 415-6030, by e-
mail to EIE@nrc.gov, or by writing the
Office of the Chief Information Officer,
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
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Washington, DC 20555-0001. The guid-
ance discusses, among other topics, the
formats the NRC can accept, the use of
electronic signatures, and the treat-
ment of nonpublic information. In the
case of a licensee, a copy of the com-
munication must also be sent to the
appropriate Regional Administrator at
the address specified in appendix D to
part 20 of this chapter.

[68 FR 58802, Oct. 10, 2003]

§21.6 Posting requirements.

(a)(1) Each individual, partnership,
corporation, dedicating entity, or other
entity subject to the regulations in
this part shall post current copies of—

(i) The regulations in this part;

(i) Section 206 of the Energy Reorga-
nization Act of 1974; and

(iii) Procedures adopted pursuant to
the regulations in this part.

(2) These documents must be posted
in a conspicuous position on any prem-
ises within the United States where the
activities subject to this part are con-
ducted.

(b) If posting of the regulations in
this part or the procedures adopted
pursuant to the regulations in this part
is not practicable, the licensee or firm
subject to the regulations in this part
may, in addition to posting section 206,
post a notice which describes the regu-
lations/procedures, including the name
of the individual to whom reports may
be made, and states where they may be
examined.

(c) The effective date of this section
has been deferred until January 6, 1978.

[42 FR 28893, June 6, 1977, as amended at 60
FR 48374, Sept. 19, 1995]

§21.7 Exemptions.

The Commission may, upon applica-
tion of any interested person or upon
its own initiative, grant such exemp-
tions from the requirements of the reg-
ulations in this part as it determines
are authorized by law and will not en-
danger life or property or the common
defense and security and are otherwise
in the public interest. Suppliers of
commercial grade items are exempt
from the provisions of this part to the
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extent that they supply commercial
grade items.

[42 FR 28893, June 6, 1977, as amended at 43
FR 48622, Oct. 19, 1978]

§21.8 Information collection require-
ments: OMB approval.

(a) The Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion has submitted the information
collection requirements contained in
this part to the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) for approval as re-
quired by the Paperwork Reduction
Act (44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.). The NRC
may not conduct or sponsor, and a per-
son is not required to respond to, a col-
lection of information unless it dis-
plays a currently valid OMB control
number. OMB has approved the infor-
mation collection requirements con-
tained in this part under control num-
ber 3150-0035.

(b) The approved information collec-
tion requirements contained in this
part appear in §§21.7, 21.21 and 21.51.

[62 FR 52185, Oct. 6, 1997]
NOTIFICATION

§21.21 Notification of failure to com-
ply or existence of a defect and its
evaluation.

(@) Each individual, corporation,
partnership, dedicating entity, or other
entity subject to the regulations in
this part shall adopt appropriate proce-
dures to—

(1) Evaluate deviations and failures
to comply to identify defects and fail-
ures to comply associated with sub-
stantial safety hazards as soon as prac-
ticable, and, except as provided in
paragraph (a)(2) of this section, in all
cases within 60 days of discovery, in
order to identify a reportable defect or
failure to comply that could create a
substantial safety hazard, were it to re-
main uncorrected, and

(2) Ensure that if an evaluation of an
identified deviation or failure to com-
ply potentially associated with a sub-
stantial safety hazard cannot be com-
pleted within 60 days from discovery of
the deviation or failure to comply, an
interim report is prepared and sub-
mitted to the Commission through a
director or responsible officer or des-
ignated person as discussed In
§21.21(d)(5). The interim report should
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describe the deviation or failure to
comply that is being evaluated and
should also state when the evaluation
will be completed. This interim report
must be submitted in writing within 60
days of discovery of the deviation or
failure to comply.

(3) Ensure that a director or respon-
sible officer subject to the regulations
of this part is informed as soon as prac-
ticable, and, in all cases, within the 5
working days after completion of the
evaluation described in §21.21(a)(1) or
§21.21(a)(2) if the construction or oper-
ation of a facility or activity, or a
basic component supplied for such fa-
cility or activity—

(i) Fails to comply with the Atomic
Energy Act of 1954, as amended, or any
applicable rule, regulation, order, or li-
cense of the Commission relating to a
substantial safety hazard, or

(ii) Contains a defect.

(b) If the deviation or failure to com-
ply is discovered by a supplier of basic
components, or services associated
with basic components, and the sup-
plier determines that it does not have
the capability to perform the evalua-
tion to determine if a defect exists,
then the supplier must inform the pur-
chasers or affected licensees within
five working days of this determina-
tion so that the purchasers or affected
licensees may evaluate the deviation
or failure to comply, pursuant to
§21.21(a).

(c) A dedicating entity is responsible
for—

(1) Identifying and evaluating devi-
ations and reporting defects and fail-
ures to comply associated with sub-
stantial safety hazards for dedicated
items; and

(2) Maintaining auditable records for
the dedication process.

(d)(1) A director or responsible officer
subject to the regulations of this part
or a person designated under
§21.21(d)(5) must notify the Commis-
sion when he or she obtains informa-
tion reasonably indicating a failure to
comply or a defect affecting—

(i) The construction or operation of a
facility or an activity within the
United States that is subject to the li-
censing requirements under parts 30,
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