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the site is located or, if the site is not lo-
cated in a municipality, on the chief execu-
tive of the county. The portion of the sub-
mittal containing information requested of 
applicants for construction permits by 
§§ 50.33 (a)–(c) and (e) and 50.34(a)(1) of this 
chapter will be referred to the ACRS for a re-
view and report. There will be no referral to 
the ACRS unless early review of the site 
safety issues under § 50.34(a)(1) is requested. 

4. Upon completion of review by the NRC 
staff and, if appropriate by the ACRS, of a 
submittal under this appendix, the NRC staff 
shall prepare a Staff Site Report which shall 
identify the location of the site, state the 
site suitability issues reviewed, explain the 
nature and scope of the review, state the 
conclusions of the staff regarding the issues 
reviewed and state the reasons for those con-
clusions. Upon issuance of an NRC Staff Site 
Report, the NRC staff shall publish a notice 
of the availability of the report in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER and shall make available a 
copy of the report at the NRC Web site, 
http://www.nrc.gov. The NRC staff shall also 
send a copy of the report to the Governor or 
other appropriate official of the State in 
which the site is located, and to the chief ex-
ecutive of the municipality in which the site 
is located or, if the site is not located in a 
municipality, to the chief executive of the 
county. 

5. Any Staff Site Report prepared and 
issued in accordance with this appendix may 
be incorporated by reference, as appropriate, 
in an application for a construction permit 
for a utilization facility which is subject to 
§ 51.20(b) of this chapter and is of the type 
specific in § 50.21(b) (2) or (3) or § 50.22 of this 
chapter or is a testing facility. The conclu-
sions of the Staff Site Report will be reexam-
ined by the staff where five years or more 
have elapsed between the issuance of the 
Staff Site Report and its incorporation by 
reference in a construction permit applica-
tion. 

6. Issuance of a Staff Site Report shall not 
constitute a commitment to issue a permit 
or license, to permit on-site work under 
§ 50.10(e) of this chapter, or in any way affect 
the authority of the Commission, Atomic 
Safety and Licensing Appeal Panel, Atomic 
Safety and Licensing Board Panel, and other 
presiding officers in any proceeding under 
subpart F and/or G of part 2 of this chapter. 

7. The staff will not conduct more than one 
review of site suitability issues with regard 
to a particular site prior to the full construc-
tion permit review required by subpart A of 
part 51 of this chapter. The staff may decline 
to prepare and issue a Staff Site Report in 
response to a submittal under this appendix 
where it appears that, (a) in cases where no 
review of the relative merits of the sub-
mitted site and alternative sites under sub-
part A of part 51 of this chapter is requested, 
there is a reasonable likelihood that further 

staff review would identify one or more pref-
erable alternative sites and the staff review 
of one or more site suitability issues would 
lead to an irreversible and irretrievable com-
mitment of resources prior to the submittal 
of the analysis of alternative sites in the En-
vironmental Report that would prejudice the 
later review and decision on alternative sites 
under subpart F and/or G of part 2 and sub-
part A of part 51 of this chapter; or (b) in 
cases where, in the judgment of the staff, 
early review of any site suitability issue or 
issues would not be in the public interest, 
considering (1) the degree of likelihood that 
any early findings on those issues would re-
tain their validity in later reviews, (2) the 
objections, if any, of cognizant state or local 
government agencies to the conduct of an 
early review on those issues, and (3) the pos-
sible effect on the public interest of having 
an early, if not necessarily conclusive, reso-
lution of those issues. 

[54 FR 15386, Apr. 18, 1989, as amended at 64 
FR 48953, Sept. 9, 1999; 68 FR 58812, Oct. 10, 
2003] 
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GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 54.1 Purpose. 

This part governs the issuance of re-
newed operating licenses for nuclear 
power plants licensed pursuant to Sec-
tions 103 or 104b of the Atomic Energy 
Act of 1954, as amended (68 Stat. 919), 
and Title II of the Energy Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1974 (88 Stat. 1242). 

§ 54.3 Definitions. 

(a) As used in this part, 
Current licensing basis (CLB) is the set 

of NRC requirements applicable to a 
specific plant and a licensee’s written 
commitments for ensuring compliance 
with and operation within applicable 
NRC requirements and the plant-spe-
cific design basis (including all modi-
fications and additions to such com-
mitments over the life of the license) 
that are docketed and in effect. The 
CLB includes the NRC regulations con-
tained in 10 CFR parts 2, 19, 20, 21, 26, 
30, 40, 50, 51, 54, 55, 70, 72, 73, 100 and ap-
pendices thereto; orders; license condi-
tions; exemptions; and technical speci-
fications. It also includes the plant- 
specific design-basis information de-
fined in 10 CFR 50.2 as documented in 
the most recent final safety analysis 
report (FSAR) as required by 10 CFR 
50.71 and the licensee’s commitments 
remaining in effect that were made in 
docketed licensing correspondence 
such as licensee responses to NRC bul-
letins, generic letters, and enforcement 
actions, as well as licensee commit-
ments documented in NRC safety eval-
uations or licensee event reports. 

Integrated plant assessment (IPA) is a 
licensee assessment that demonstrates 
that a nuclear power plant facility’s 
structures and components requiring 
aging management review in accord-
ance with § 54.21(a) for license renewal 
have been identified and that the ef-
fects of aging on the functionality of 
such structures and components will be 
managed to maintain the CLB such 
that there is an acceptable level of 
safety during the period of extended 
operation. 

Nuclear power plant means a nuclear 
power facility of a type described in 10 
CFR 50.21(b) or 50.22. 

Time-limited aging analyses, for the 
purposes of this part, are those licensee 
calculations and analyses that: 

(1) Involve systems, structures, and 
components within the scope of license 
renewal, as delineated in § 54.4(a); 

(2) Consider the effects of aging; 
(3) Involve time-limited assumptions 

defined by the current operating term, 
for example, 40 years; 

(4) Were determined to be relevant by 
the licensee in making a safety deter-
mination; 

(5) Involve conclusions or provide the 
basis for conclusions related to the ca-
pability of the system, structure, and 
component to perform its intended 
functions, as delineated in § 54.4(b); and 

(6) Are contained or incorporated by 
reference in the CLB. 

(b) All other terms in this part have 
the same meanings as set out in 10 CFR 
50.2 or Section 11 of the Atomic Energy 
Act, as applicable. 

§ 54.4 Scope. 
(a) Plant systems, structures, and 

components within the scope of this 
part are— 

(1) Safety-related systems, struc-
tures, and components which are those 
relied upon to remain functional dur-
ing and following design-basis events 
(as defined in 10 CFR 50.49 (b)(1)) to en-
sure the following functions— 

(i) The integrity of the reactor cool-
ant pressure boundary; 

(ii) The capability to shut down the 
reactor and maintain it in a safe shut-
down condition; or 

(iii) The capability to prevent or 
mitigate the consequences of accidents 
which could result in potential offsite 
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