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Nuclear Regulatory Commission § 74.6 

and in the regulations contained in 
part 40 of this chapter. 

Special nuclear material means: 
(1) Plutonium, uranium-233, uranium 

enriched in the isotope U233 or in the 
isotope U235, and any other material 
which the Commission, pursuant to the 
provisions of section 51 of the Atomic 
Energy Act of 1954, as amended, deter-
mines to be special nuclear material, 
but does not include source material; 
or 

(2) Any material artificially enriched 
by any of the foregoing, but does not 
include source material. 

Special nuclear material of low strategic 
significance means: 

(1) Less than an amount of special 
nuclear material of moderate strategic 
significance, but more than 15 grams of 
uranium-235 (contained in uranium en-
riched to 20 percent or more in the U235 
isotope) or 15 grams of uranium-233 or 
15 grams of plutonium or the combina-
tion of 15 grams when computed by the 
equation, grams=grams contained 
U235+grams plutonium+grams U233; or 

(2) Less than 10,000 grams but more 
than 1,000 grams of uranium-235 (con-
tained in uranium enriched to 10 per-
cent or more, but less than 20 percent 
in the U235 isotope); or 

(3) 10,000 grams or more of uranium- 
235 contained in uranium enriched 
above natural, but less than 10 percent 
in the U235 isotope. 

Special nuclear material of moderate 
strategic significance means: 

(1) Less than a formula quantity of 
strategic special nuclear material but 
more than 1,000 grams of uranium-235 
(contained in uranium enriched to 20 
percent or more in the U235 isotope) or 
more than 500 grams of uranium-233 or 
plutonium or in a combined quantity of 
more than 1,000 grams when computed 
by the equation, grams=(grams con-
tained U235)+2 (grams U233+grams pluto-
nium); or 

(2) 10,000 grams or more or uranium- 
235 (contained in uranium enriched to 
10 percent or more but less than 20 per-
cent in the U235 isotope). 

Standard Error of the Inventory Dif-
ference (SEID) means the standard de-
viation of an inventory difference that 
takes into account all measurement 
error contributions to the components 
of the ID. 

Standard Error of the Process Dif-
ference means the standard deviation of 
a process difference value that takes 
into account both measurement and 
nonmeasurement contributions to the 
components of PD. 

Strategic special nuclear material 
means uranium-235 (contained in ura-
nium enriched to 20 percent or more in 
the U235 isotope), uranium-233, or pluto-
nium. 

Tamper-safing means the use of de-
vices on containers or vaults in a man-
ner and at a time that ensures a clear 
indication of any violation of the in-
tegrity of previouly made measure-
ments of special nuclear material with-
in the container or vault. 

Traceability means the ability to re-
late individual measurement results to 
national standards or nationally ac-
cepted measurement systems through 
an unbroken chain of comparisons. 

Ultimate product means any special 
nuclear material in the form of a prod-
uct that would not be further processed 
at that licensed location. 

Unit process means an identifiable 
segment or segments of processing ac-
tivities for which the amounts of input 
and output SSNM are based on meas-
urements. 

Unopened receipts means receipts not 
opened by the licensee, including re-
ceipts of sealed sources, and receipts 
opened only for sampling and subse-
quently maintained under tamper- 
safing. 

Vault means a windowless enclosure 
with walls, floor, roof and door(s) de-
signed and constructed to delay pene-
tration from forced entry. 

[50 FR 7579, Feb. 25, 1985, as amended at 52 
FR 10039, Mar. 30, 1987; 56 FR 55998, Oct. 31, 
1991; 67 FR 78144, Dec. 23, 2002] 

§ 74.5 Interpretations. 
Except as specifically authorized by 

the Commission in writing, no inter-
pretations of the meaning of the regu-
lations in this part by any officer or 
employee of the Commission other 
than a written interpretation by the 
General Counsel will be recognized as 
binding on the Commission. 

§ 74.6 Communications. 
Any communication or report con-

cerning the regulations in this part and 
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