§903.15

Rates is published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER, except that such periods may be
shortened for good cause shown; (b) 15
days after any answer which may be
provided pursuant to §903.15(b) hereof;
(c) 15 days after the close of the last
public forum; or (d) such other time as
the Administrator may designate;
whichever is later. At anytime during
this period, interested persons may
submit written comments to the PMA
regarding the Proposed Rates. The Ad-
ministrator may also provide addi-
tional time for the submission of writ-
ten rebuttal comments. All written
comments shall be available at a des-
ignated location for inspection, and
copies also will be furnished on request
for which the Administrator may as-
sess a fee. Prior to the action described
in §903.21, the Administrator may, by
appropriate announcement postpone
any procedural date or make other pro-
cedural changes for good cause shown
at the request of any party or on the
Administrator’s own motion. The Ad-
ministrator shall maintain, and dis-
tribute on request, a list of interested
persons.

§903.15

(@) One or more public information
forums shall be held for major rate ad-
justments, except as otherwise pro-
vided in paragraph (c) of this section,
and may be held for minor adjust-
ments, to explain, and to answer ques-
tions concerning, the Proposed Rates
and the basis of and justification for
proposing such rates. The number,
dates, and locations of such forums will
be determined by the Administrator in
accordance with the anticipated or
demonstrated interest in the Proposed
Rates. Notice shall be given in advance
of such forums. A public information
forum may be combined with a public
comment forum held in accordance
with §903.16.

(b) The Administrator shall appoint a
forum chairperson. Questions raised at
the forum concerning the Proposed
Rates and the studies shall be answered
by PMA representatives at the forum,
at a subsequent forum, or in writing at
least 15 days before the end of the con-
sultation and comment period. How-
ever, questions that involve volumi-
nous data contained in the PMA
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records may be answered by providing
an opportunity for consultation and for
a review of the records at the PMA of-
fices. As a minimum, the proceedings
of the forum held at the principal loca-
tion shall be transcribed. Copies of all
documents introduced, and of questions
and written answers shall be available
at a designated location for inspection
and copies will be furnished by the Ad-
ministrator on request, for which a fee
may be assessed. Copies of the tran-
script may be obtained from the tran-
scribing service.

(c) No public information forum need
be held for major rate adjustments if,
after the Administrator has given No-
tice of a scheduled forum, no person in-
dicates in writing by a prescribed date
an intent to appear at such public
forum.

§903.16 Public comment forums.

(a) One or more public comment fo-
rums shall be held for major rate ad-
justments, except as otherwise pro-
vided in paragraph (c) of this section,
and may be held for minor rate adjust-
ments, to provide interested persons an
opportunity for oral presentation of
views, data, and arguments regarding
the Proposed Rates. The number,
dates, and locations of such forums will
be determined by the Administrator in
accordance with the anticipated or
demonstrated interest in the Proposed
Rates. Notice shall be given at least 30
days in advance of the first public com-
ment forum at each location and shall
include the purpose, date, time, place,
and other information relative to the
forum, as well as the locations where
pertinent documents are available for
examination and/or copying.

(b) The Administrator shall designate
a forum chairperson. At the forum,
PMA representatives may question
those persons making oral statements
and comments. The chairperson shall
have discretion to establish the se-
quence of, and the time limits for, oral
presentations and to determine if the
comments are relevant and noncumu-
lative. Forum proceedings shall be
transcribed. Copies of all documents
introduced shall be available at a des-
ignated location for inspection, and
copies shall be furnished on request for
which the Administrator may assess a
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fee. Copies of the transcript may be ob-
tained from the transcribing service.

(c) No public comment forum need be
held for major rate adjustments if,
after the Administrator has given no-
tice of a scheduled forum, no person in-
dicates in writing by a prescribed date
an intent to appear at such public
forum.

§903.17 Informal public meetings for
minor rate adjustments.

In lieu of public information or com-
ment forums in conjunction with a
minor rate adjustment, informal public
meetings may be held if deemed appro-
priate by the Administrator. Such in-
formal meetings will not require a No-
tice or a transcription.

§903.18 Revision of proposed rates.

During or after the consultation and
comment period and review of the oral
and written comments on the Proposed
Rates, the Administrator may revise
the Proposed Rates. If the Adminis-
trator determines that further public
comment should be invited, the Admin-
istrator shall afford interested persons
an appropriate period to submit further
written comments to the PMA regard-
ing the revised Proposed Rates. The
Administrator may convene one or
more additional public information
and/or public comment forums. The Ad-
ministrator shall give Notice of any
such additional forums.

§903.21 Completion of rate develop-
ment; provisional rates.

(a) Following completion of the con-
sultation and comment period and re-
view of any oral and written comments
on the Proposed Rates, the Adminis-
trator may: (1) Withdraw the proposal;
(2) develop rates which in the Adminis-
trator’s and the Deputy Secretary’s
judgment should be confirmed, ap-
proved, and placed into effect on an in-
terim basis (Provisional Rates); or (3)
develop rates which in the Administra-
tor’s judgment should be confirmed,
approved, and placed into effect by the
FERC on a final basis without being
placed into effect on an interim basis.
A statement shall be prepared and
made available to the public setting
forth the principal factors on which the
Deputy Secretary’s or the Administra-

§903.22

tor’s decision was based. The state-
ment shall include an explanation re-
sponding to the major comments, criti-
cisms, and alternatives offered during
the comment period. The Adminis-
trator shall certify that the rates are
consistent with applicable law and that
they are the lowest possible rates to
customers consistent with sound busi-
ness principles. The rates shall be sub-
mitted promptly to the FERC for con-
firmation and approval on a final basis.

(b) The Deputy Secretary shall set
the effective date for Provisional
Rates. The effective date shall be at
least 30 days after the Deputy Sec-
retary’s decision except that the effec-
tive date may be sooner when appro-
priate to meet a contract deadline, to
avoid financial difficulties, to provide a
rate for a new service, or to make a
minor rate adjustment.

(c) The effective date may be ad-
justed by the Administrator to coin-
cide with the beginning of the next
billing period following the effective
date set by the Deputy Secretary for
the Provisional Rates.

(d) Provisional Rates shall remain in
effect on an interim basis until: (1)
They are confirmed and approved on a
final basis by the FERC; (2) they are
disapproved and the rates last pre-
viously confirmed and approved on a
final basis become effective; (3) they
are disapproved and higher Substitute
Rates are confirmed and approved on a
final basis and placed in effect by the
FERC; (4) they are disapproved and
lower Substitute Rates are confirmed
and approved on a final basis by the
FERC; or (5) they are superseded by
other Provisional Rates placed in ef-
fect by the Deputy Secretary, which-
ever occurs first.

§903.22 Final rate approval.

(a) Any rate submitted to the FERC
for confirmation and approval on a
final basis shall be accompanied with
such supporting data, studies, and doc-
uments as the FERC may require, and
also with the transcripts of forums,
written answers to questions, written
comments, the Administrator’s certifi-
cation, and the statement of principal
factors leading to the decision. The
FERC shall also be furnished a listing
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