
351 

Federal Housing Enterprise Oversight § 1703.35 

in which OFHEO is not a named party. 
This subpart in no way affects the 
rights and procedures governing public 
access to official documents pursuant 
to the FOIA or the Privacy Act. 

§ 1703.32 Definitions. 

For the purpose of this subpart: 
(a) Court means any entity con-

ducting a legal proceeding. 
(b) Demand means any order, sub-

poena, or other legal process for testi-
mony or documents. 

(c) Legal proceeding means any ad-
ministrative, civil, or criminal pro-
ceeding, including a discovery pro-
ceeding therein, before a court of law, 
administrative board or commission, 
hearing officer, or other body in which 
OFHEO is not a named party or in 
which OFHEO has not instituted the 
administrative investigation or admin-
istrative hearing. 

(d) OFHEO Counsel means the Gen-
eral Counsel or his or her designee, a 
Department of Justice attorney, or 
counsel authorized by OFHEO to act on 
behalf of OFHEO or an employee. 

§ 1703.33 General policy. 

It is the policy of OFHEO that in any 
legal proceeding in which OFHEO is 
not a named party, no employee shall, 
in response to a demand, produce any 
documents contained in the files of 
OFHEO, or disclose any information re-
lating to, or based upon, documents 
contained in the files of OFHEO, or dis-
close or produce any documents ac-
quired as part of the performance of 
that employee’s official duties or be-
cause of that employee’s official sta-
tus. Under appropriate circumstances, 
the Director may grant exceptions in 
writing to this policy when the Direc-
tor determines that the testimony of 
employees or disclosure of official doc-
uments would be in the best interest of 
OFHEO or in the public interest. Prior 
to any authorized testimony or release 
of official documents, the requesting 
party shall obtain a protective order 
from the court before which the action 
is pending to preserve the confiden-
tiality of the testimony or documents 
subsequently produced. The protective 
order shall be in a form satisfactory to 
OFHEO. 

§ 1703.34 Request for testimony or pro-
duction of documents. 

(a) No employee shall give testimony 
concerning official matters or produce 
any official documents in any legal 
proceeding to which OFHEO is not a 
named party without the prior written 
authorization of the Director. 

(b) If testimony by an employee con-
cerning official matters or the produc-
tion of official documents is desired, 
the requesting party, or his or her at-
torney, shall submit a letter to the Di-
rector setting forth the title of the 
case, the forum, the requesting party’s 
interest in the case, a summary of the 
issues in the litigation, the reasons for 
the request, and a showing that the de-
sired testimony, documents, or infor-
mation are not reasonably available 
from any other source. If an appear-
ance or testimony is requested, the let-
ter shall also set forth the intended use 
of the testimony, a general summary of 
the scope of the testimony requested, 
and a showing that no document could 
be provided and used in lieu of the tes-
timony or other appearance requested. 

(c) The General Counsel is authorized 
to consult with the requesting party or 
his or her attorney to refine and limit 
the request so that compliance is less 
burdensome, or obtain information 
necessary to make the determination 
described in § 1703.33 of this subpart. 
Failure of the requesting party, or his 
or her attorney, to cooperate in good 
faith with the General Counsel to en-
able the Director to make an informed 
determination under this subpart may 
serve as the basis for a determination 
not to comply with the request. 

[63 FR 71005, Dec. 23, 1998. Redesignated and 
amended at 65 FR 81327, Dec. 26, 2000] 

§ 1703.35 Scope of permissible testi-
mony. 

(a) The scope of permissible testi-
mony by an employee is limited to that 
set forth in the written authorization 
granted that employee by the Director. 

(b) Employees are not authorized to 
give opinion testimony, except as au-
thorized by the Director. OFHEO, as 
the regulatory agency charged with the 
responsibility of examining, super-
vising, and regulating the financial 
safety and soundness and capital ade-
quacy of the Enterprises under the 
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